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The  weekend  is  approaching  and  it's  your  chance  lo  enjoy  a  little  [un 
with  your  family  and  friends.  One  thing  is  certain ...  in  Hattiesburg, 
weekend  entertainment  is  a  sure  bet  and  making  plans  is  just  a  click 
away.  At  visithattie.com,  explore  where  to  Eat,  Shop,  Stay  and  Play 
right  at  your  fingertips.  Hattiesburg ...  a  great  place  for  your 
affordable,  family-friendly  weekend  getaway! 
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American  Masterpieces  of  Southern  Craft  &  Traditional  Art 
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866.4-HATTIE  •  visithattie.com 


"Research  is  to  see  what  everybody  else  has  seen 
and  to  think  what  nobody  else  has  thought/7 


— Albert  Szent-Gyorgi 
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Because  you  have  the  power  to  change  the  world,  Hancock  Bank  salutes  you,  the  students  and  alumni  of  I'SM's 
College  of  Science  and  Technology.  Since  our  founding  in  f8c)L),  we've  enjoyed  countless  benefits  from  the 
research  and  work  of  individuals  like  you.  Your  refusal  to  slop  asking  questions — and  seeking  answers — paves  the 
way  to  a  better,  brighter  future  for  us  all. 


2007  LINCOLN  ROAD  •  3301  HARDY  STREET  •  6052  HWY.  98  •  535  HWY.  42 
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IMAGINE  WHAT  YOU  COULD  DO 
WITH  YOUR  SPECIAL  SAVINGS^ 
ON  AUTO  INSURANCE.  %>^ 
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Donate  to  your  favorite  green  charity,  splurge  on  a  gourmet  meal,  or  buy 
your  monthly  commuting  pass... whatever  moves  you  most. 

As  Southern  Miss  alum,  you  could  save  up  to  $327.96*  on  your  auto  insurance  with  Liberty 
Mutual.  You  could  save  even  more  by  insuring  your  home  as  well.  Liberty  Mutual  -  helping  people 
live  safer,  more  secure  lives  for  more  than  95  years. 

Responsibility.  What's  your  policy? 


"\ 

CALL 

888-751-5644     Client  #11 3257 

CLICK 

www.libertymutual.com/southernmissalumni 

COME  IN 

to  your  local  office 

This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

*  Discounts  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants  may  qualify.  Savings  figure  based  on 
a  February  2010  sample  of  auto  policyholder  savings  when  comparing  their  former  premium  with  those  of  Liberty  Mutual's  group  auto  and  home  program.  Individual  premiums  and  savings  will  vary.  Coverage  provided 
and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affi  liates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  ©  2010  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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DANCING  THROUGH  ADVERSITY 

In  2007,  an  unconscious  Nicole  Marquez  woke  up  to  discover  that  her  life  had  been 
forever  changed.  A  six-story  fall  had  broken  her  neck,  back  and  pelvis.  Today,  she's 
managing  a  recovery,  and  the  dancer  and  choreographer  is  embarking  on  a  new 
career  as  a  motivational  speaker. 


COVERING  THE  COAST 

Given  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  track  record,  no  one  should 
have  been  surprised  at  the  tremendous  Southern  Miss  response  to  the  British 
Petroleum  oil  spill.  Scientists,  faculty,  staff  and  students  from  the  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory,  the  Stennis  Space  Center,  plus  the  Gulf  Park  and  Hattiesburg 
campuses,  have  been  working  with  federal,  state,  and  private  agencies  to  monitor 
the  spill  and,  to  the  extent  possible,  manage  and  mitigate  its  impact. 


BACK  TO  LIFE 

During  his  18-month  deployment  in  Iraq,  Dr.  Dave  De  Blasio  logged  more  than 
275  trauma  cases.  While  not  every  one  was  a  success,  there  was  one  particular  case 
that  is  more  than  just  a  story  of  survival,  but  a  story  of  strong  will,  determination 
and  compassion. 


FULFILLING  HER  PROMISE 

In  the  days  following  Hurricane  Katrina,  Kathleen  Koch  was  a  CNN  correspondent 
covering  the  storm's  aftermath  on  the  Gulf  Coast.   Her  work  resulted  in  two  award- 
winning  documentaries,  but  it's  her  new  book  "Rising  from  Katrina:  How  My 
Mississippi  Hometown  Lost  k  All  and  Found  What  Mattered"  that  she  says  "helps 
to  fulfill  a  promise  I  made  to  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  residents  to  never  let  anyone 
forget  what  happened  here. 


FRONT  COVER:  DR.  ERIC  HOFFAAAYER  TAGS  A  WHALE  SHARK  IN  THE  GULF  OF  MEXICO.  HOFFMAYER'S  WORK,  AS  WELL  AS  THE  WORK  OF 
MANY  OTHER  SOUTHERN  MISS  RESEARCHERS  RELATED  TO  THE  BRITISH  PETROLEUM  OIL  SPILL  HAS  GARNERED  NATIONAL 

ATTENTION.  PHOTO  BY  ANDY  MURCH. 
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Centennial  Bottle 

Announcing  our  special  fall  pricing! 


2.50  each  or 
10  six  pack 

\vailable  at  the 
ollowing  locations: 

"he  Ogletree  House 

tarnes  and  Noble 
took  Store  on  the 
Hattiesburg  Camp 

Campus  Book  Marl 
:>n  Hardy  Street 


And  now  available  by  mail! 

(Shipping  fee  will  apply) 

Call  601.266.4095 


All  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  bottle  will  benefit 
the  Centennial  Scholarship  Endowment  Fund  that 
will  provide  unrestricted  scholarship  dollars  for 
future  Golden  Eagles. 


(NOTES  FROM  HOME 


It  seems  like  only  yesterday  I  finished  my  undergraduate  degree  here  at  Southern  Miss.  As  a 
Petal  native  and  member  of  the  University's  Class  of  2000,  it  had  been  my  lifelong  dream  to  leave 
what  I  considered  to  be  small  town  life  here  in  south  Mississippi.  I  vowed  that  ll  I  could  succeed  in 
this  goal,  I  would  not  quickly  return.  I  was  mistaken.  Almost  five  years  later,  I  realized  that  the  very 
reasons  I  wanted  to  leave  this  area  were  the  ones  encouraging  me  to  return.  In  2005,  I  was  given 
an  opportunity  to  come  home  to  Southern  Miss  and  work  for  the  Alumni  Association.  My  tenure 
as  Associate  Director  for  External  Affairs  has  been  one  of  the  greatest  experiences  of  my  life.  I  have 
met  countless  supporters  of  this  fine  institution  and  had  the  opportunity  to  see  firsthand  the  impact 
a  group  of  dedicated  individuals  working  together  can  have  in  the  life  of  a  university 

In  July,  I  was  afforded  a  new  opportunity.  With  the  promotion  of  Bob  Pierce  to  lead  the  University's 
Advancement  efforts,  I  was  named  the  fourth  lull-time  Executive  Director  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association.  The  Association  has  benefited  from  phenomenal  leadership  since  its  founding, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  there  are  big  shoes  to  fill.  Throughout  the  history  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
the  organization  has  played  a  key  role  in  many  of  the  defining  moments  of  the  institution.  When 
Mississippi  Southern  became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  the  Association's  first  director  Powell 
Ogletree  was  standing  proudly  behind  Governor  Ross  Barnett  as  he  signed  the  bill.  When  the  University  began  an 
initiative  to  adopt  a  new  mascot,  the  Alumni  Association  was  responsible  for  organizing  the  effort.  Time  after  time 
the  Association  has  answered  the  call  to  help  organize  its  former  students  for  the  betterment  of  the  institution.  I 
can  assure  you  that  during  my  tenure  as  Executive  Director.  I  will  work  to  ensure  our  organization  continues  to 
play  a  significant  role  in  writing  the  Southern  Miss  story. 


I  am  proud  of  the  recent  accomplishments  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  Over  the  past  several 
years,  the  organization  has  achieved  several  significant  milestones  including  the  restoration  and  expansion 
of  the  Ogletree  House,  the  success  of  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign  and  the  recognition  of  The 
Talon  as  the  state's  outstanding  alumni  publication.  I  am  also  excited  about  the  initiatives  we  will  work  to 
achieve  in  the  future.  With  the  next  steps  of  the  Association  in  mind,  the  Executive  Committee  has  launched 
a  strategic  planning  process  that  will  identify  the  major  focus  of  the  Association  for  the  next  five  years.  We 
will  be  working  with  University  representatives,  faculty,  staff,  students  and  alumni  to  define  the  focus  ot  our 
organization.  I  am  honored  to  have  the  opportunity  to  lead  such  a  strong  organization  and  am  committed  to 
continue  the  work  of  those  before  me. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  search  committee,  chaired  by  Association  President  Randy  Pope,  who  recommended 
my  hiring  for  this  position  and  to  Dr.  Saunders,  who  has  placed  her  trust  in  me  to  serve  in  this  important 
role.  I  am  also  thankful  for  the  support  of  my  predecessor.  Over  the  past  five  years.  Bob  has  provided  a  daily 
example  of  how  a  successful  leader  should  respond  in  a  myriad  of  situations.  I  appreciate  the  advice  and 
counsel  he  has  provided  me  in  the  past  and  am  excited  about  continuing  to  work  with  him  to  advance  this 
great  institution  of  higher  learning.  I  am  grateful  to  the  staff  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  for 
their  support.  This  dedicated  group  of  individuals  is  one  of  the  keys  to  the  success  of  this  organization.  It  is 
truly  a  blessing  to  be  part  of  such  a  phenomenal  group  who  work  tirelessly  to  advance  the  initiatives  ot  the 
organization.  Finally,  I  would  be  remiss  if  1  did  not  take  the  opportumtv  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
members  of  the  Southern  Miss  family  who  have  offered  their  support  to  me  in  this  new  role.  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  each  of  you  as  we  continue  to  advance  our  alma  mater. 

Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 


Jerry  B.  DeFaTta,  Jr 
Executive  Director 


Fall  2010 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Progress  Continues 

Five  years  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
continues  its  efforts  to  repair  and  rebuild  the  Gulf  Park  campus  in  Long  Beach,  along  with 
the  University's  teaching  and  research  sites  throughout  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

When  Hurricane  Katrina  made  landfall  August  29,  2005,  several  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast  locations  were  directly  affected  by  the  storm.  With  the  majority  of 
buildings  on  the  Gulf  Park  campus  left  in  ruins,  the  University  relocated  the  campus" 
operations  to  the  former  Garden  Park  Hospital  in  Gulfport. 

Two  years  after  the  hurricane,  a  major  step  of  recovery  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus  occurred 
when  the  University  reopened  the  Fleming  Education  Center  to  resume  classes  on  campus. 
The  Gulf  Coast  Library  reopened  to  the  public  the  following  semester.  Several  recent  projects 
have  also  been  completed  on  the  Gulf  Park  campus  including  the  Technology  Learning 
Center,  a  new  $1.6  million  facility  for  the  services  provided  to  persons  with  disabilities. 

With  enrollment  now  on  the  rise,  new  construction  at  the  Gulf  Park  campus  will 
allow  for  additional  classroom  space.  Planning  and  construction  projects  at  the  Gulf 
Park  campus  include  a  new  $7.6  million  Science  Building  to  be  placed  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  campus.  The  building,  announced  in  spring  2010,  will  feature  33,580  square 
feet  of  biology  and  chemistry  laboratories,  a  marine  science  laboratory,  faculty  offices, 
research  space  and  classrooms.  Construction  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  2011. 

The  historical  buildings,  located  at  the  front  of  the  Gulf  Park  campus,  received  the  most 
damage  from  the  hurricane.  After  working  with  the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency, 
the  University  will  repair  and  renovate  Lloyd  Hall  and  Hardy  Hall.  The  University  will 
reallocate  funds  designated  for  the  vacant  Administration  Building  to  enhance  the  renovation 
of  Hardy  Hall.  Renovation  and  repairs  of  Elizabeth  Hall  will  be  underway  in  fall  2010. 

The  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory,  a  University  teaching  and  research  site 
located  in  Jackson  County,  lost  59,000  square  feet  of  office  and  research  space  due 
to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Since  the  hurricane,  44,440  square  feet  have  been  replaced, 
primarily  at  the  Cedar  Point  site  of  GCRL.  Currently,  an  additional  31,800  square  feet 
of  research  and  laboratory  buildings  is  under  construction. 


College  of  Business  Receives  High  Marks 
from  U.S.  News  &  World  Report 

Dr.  Lance  Nail,  dean  of  the  College  of  Business  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  uses  a  football  analogy  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  being  ranked 
among  the  nation's  best  business  programs  by  U.S.  News  cV  World  Report. 

"You  know  there  are  over  100  Division  I-A  schools  in  the  country  trying  to  make 
the  Top-25,"  said  Nail.  'Well,  there  are  more  than  a  thousand  business  schools  in  the 
country  hoping  to  be  on  the  U.S.  News  &  World  Report  rankings.  It's  a  big  deal  for  us." 

And  made  even  bigger  by  the  fact  that  this  is  the  first  time  Southern  Miss  has 
appeared  on  the  prestigious  list  that  is  decided  based  upon  evaluations  from  business 
deans  across  the  country.  The  deans  were  asked  to  grade  business  programs  on  a 
scale  of  1-5,  with  5  the  ultimate  score.  Southern  Miss  came  in  with  a  2.3  average, 
ranked  215  out  of  329  on  the  list  of  approximately  500  eligible  universities. 

Only  the  schools  meeting  the  high  standards  for  accreditation  by  the  Association 
to  Advance  Collegiate  Schools  of  Business  (AACSB)  were  eligible  to  be  ranked.  A 
score  of  2.0  or  higher  placed  a  school  in  the  rankings.  The  University  of  Pennsylvania 
topped  the  rankings  with  a  score  of  4.8. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 


Did  you  know  that  nearly  2,500 
students  are  currently  enrolled  as 
business  majors  at  Southern  Miss? 
At  the  undergraduate  level,  the 
College  of  Business  offers  degrees  in 
accounting,  business  administration, 
fashion  merchandising,  finance, 
international  business,  marketing, 
management  and  tourism 
management.  At  the  graduate  level, 
the  college  offers  the  Master  of 
Business  Administration  and  Master  of 
Professional  Accountancy  programs. 
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Lucas  Determined  to  See  Gulf 
Coast  Locations  Flourish 

Five  years  ago,  Hurricane  Katrina  virtually  washed  away 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Gulf  Park  campus  in 
Long  Beach. 

Today,  the  rebirth  continues  under  the  ambitious  leadership 
of  Dr.  Frances  Lucas,  who  was  named  vice  president  and  campus 
executive  officer  of  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  in  Apnl.  Lucas, 
daughter  of  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  President  Emeritus 
Aubrey  Lucas,  officially  began  her  administrative  duties  in  July. 

Lucas  says  she  is  "thrilled  to  be  in  the  high  tempo  of  a 
research  university"  and  considers  her  No.  1  priority  to  be 
the  restoration  of  Hardy,  Lloyd  and  Elizabeth  Halls  that  were 
destroyed  by  Katrina's  high  winds  and  massive  storm  surge. 
Additionally,  Lucas  said  plans  call  for  renovation  of  the  former 
Recreation  Center  to  hold  the  University's  Physical  Plant  that 
will,  in  turn,  house  nursing.  A  new  science  building  is  also  part 
of  the  restoration  efforts. 

"My  goal  is  to  break  ground  on  all  six  building  projects  in 
the  next  12  months,"  said  Lucas.  "In  summary,  the  top  goal  is 
to  rebuild  and  enhance  the  Gulf  Park  campus  to  get  all  of  us 
back  together." 

Following  a  10-year  presidency  at  Millsaps  College  in 
Jackson,  Lucas  brings  31  years  of  executive  experience 
to  Southern  Miss.  She  also  served  at  Emory  University, 
Baldwin-Wallace  College,  Mississippi  State  University  and 
the  University  of  Alabama.  She  succeeded  Dr.  Pat  Joachim, 
associate  provost,  who  retired  after  leading  the  University's 
Gulf  Coast  operations  since  2005. 


Southern  Miss  Establishes  Record  Enrollment  for  Third  Consecutive  Year 


For  the  third  consecutive  year,  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  has 
experienced  a  record  enrollment  of 
freshmen  students  plus  a  record  number 
of  total  students  enrolled. 

"This  is  very  good  news  and  a  credit 
to  the  steadfast  work  of  our  faculty  and 
staff,"  said  Southern  Miss  President 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders.  "For  us  to  have 
another  record  enrollment  and  another 
record  freshman  class  in  the  face  of  the 
challenges  in  our  region  related  to  the 
BP  oil  spill  and  a  bad  economy  tells  me 
we  are  doing  a  lot  of  things  right." 

This  increase  for  new  Southern  Miss 
freshmen  contributes  to  the  overall, 
duplicated  enrollment  record  of  17,254 


students.  This  is  a  3.57  percent  increase 
from  the  same  time  last  year.  These 
numbers,  compiled  by  the  Southern 
Miss  Office  of  Institutional  Research, 
reflect  a  duplicated  enrollment  that 
includes  14,096  undergraduates  and 
3,158  graduate  students. 

Equally  as  impressive  is  the 
freshman  to  sophomore  retention,  an 
emphasis  of  the  Saunders  administration, 
which  is  up  2.8  percent.  This  translates 
to  76.8  percent  of  new  freshmen  from 
Fall  2009  returning  as  sophomores  in 
Fall  2010. 

"Students  and  their  families  continue 
to  show  confidence  m,  and  respect  for, 
the  educational  opportunities  offered 


at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Joe  Paul, 
vice  president  of  Student  Affairs.  "In 
addition  to  the  20  percent  increase  of 
new  treshmen  over  the  past  three  wars, 
we  also  have  a  five  percent  increase  in 
transfer  students  this  Fall." 

The  record  freshman  enrollment  has 
also  produced  a  record  3.288  students 
living  in  on-campus  housing  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The  Office  oi 
Residence  Life  reports  this  is  the  largest 
number  oi  students  living  in  dorms  in 
more  than  20  years. 

Southern  Miss  also  saw  an  increase 
in  its  Gulf  Coast  enrollments  with  a  total 
of  3,166  students  spread  across  us  six 
coastal  teaching  sues. 


Fall  2010 


(i\  \ 

ill  I  I 


NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Southern  Miss  Announces  Proposed  Budget 
Reductions  for  Fiscal  Year  2012 


"Quality  matters  at  Southern  Miss,  however,  we  cannot 
do  everything  and  still  expect  to  maintain  the  type  of 
educational  experience  we  aspire  to  offer,"  said  University 
President  Martha  Saunders  as  she  announced  paring  the  2012 
budget  that  begins  July  1,  2011. 

The  University  ot  Southern  Mississippi  has  released  details 
of  its  nearly  $15  million  in  proposed  budget  reductions  for 
the  2011-2012  academic  year.  Saunders  issued  the  following 
statement  to  the  campus  community. 

"1  have  the  unfortunate  task  of  advising  you  of  our 
proposed  budget  cuts  for  the  2012  fiscal  year.   It  is  especially 
painful  that  this  announcement  comes  at  a  time  of  record 
enrollment  and  unparalleled  successes  within  the  University. 

"The  IHL  Board  of  Trustees  has  asked  all  the  state's 
universities  to  develop  plans  to  address  anticipated  budget 
losses.  Our  anticipated  decrease  for  2012  is  approximately  $15 
million.  Just  as  in  the  past  year,  we  have  started  this  process 
early  in  order  to  give  ourselves  the  required  time  to  notify 
faculty  and  staff  members  and  to  find  any  possible  alternatives. 

"These  decisions  were  guided  by,  but  not  restricted  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  University  Priorities  Committee.  We  owe 
the  members  of  the  UPC  a  debt  of  thanks  for  their  long  and  arduous 
work  and  for  providing  valuable  insights  to  the  Executive  Cabinet. 

"Reductions  will  come  from  the  following  areas:  Academic 
Priorities  (program  deletions  and  consolidations),  Academic- 
Support  Services,  Administrative  Support  Services  and 
campus-wide  initiatives. ..Regrettably,  these  reductions  will 
result  in  job  losses  for  faculty  and  staff.  Students  enrolled 
in  programs  targeted  for  elimination  will  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  time  to  complete  their  degree  programs.  Also,  an 
appeal  process  is  being  developed  for  programs  requesting 
reconsideration. 

"Selected  degree  programs  and  academic  initiatives  will  be 
eliminated  in  all  five  of  the  academic  colleges.  Twenty-nine  faculty 
members  have  been  notified  that  the  current  academic  year 
will  be  the  terminal  year  on  their  contracts.  These  include  three 
tenured  professors,  1 1  tenured  associate  professors,  1 1  untenured 
assistant  professors,  and  four  instructors.  Ten  of  these  individuals 
serve  in  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  three  in  the  College  of 
Business,  eight  in  the  College  of  Education  and  Psychology,  four 


in  the  College  of  Health,  three  in  the  College  of  Science  and 
Technology,  and  one  in  the  University  Libraries.  Six  of  the  affected 
faculty  members  teach  on  USM's  Gulf  Coast  campus. 

"Campus-wide  initiatives  may  include  the  redistribution 
of  indirect  cost  funds  from  research  grants  and  contracts, 
possible  furloughs  for  all  employees,  and  a  possible  retirement 
incentive  program. 

"Please  accept  my  deep  appreciation  for  your  steadfast 
support  during  these  unprecedented  economic  trials.  We  will 
continue  to  work  together  toward  positive  solutions  and  a 
sound  future  for  our  university." 


—     , , 

Recommended  Budget  Reductions  for  FY  2012 

ACADEMIC  PROGRAM  DELETION/CONSOLIDATION 

(By  College) 

$3,773,041 

College  of  Arts  and  Letters 

$917,833 

College  of  Business 

$668,308 

College  of  Education  and  Psychology 

$884,527 

College  of  Health 

$658,047 

College  of  Science  and  Technology 

$644,326 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 

$1,887,223 

Assessments  to  Self-Supporting  Units 

$16,600 

Athletics 

$136,586 

Business  and  Finance 

$200,000 

Gulf  Coast 

$195,014 

President 

$521,000 

Provost 

$600,000 

Student  Affairs 

$218,023 

ACADEMIC  SUPPORT  SERVICES 

$1,676,259 

CAMPUS-WIDE  INITIATIVES 

$7,450,000 

Redistribution  of  Research  Indirect  Costs 

$1,200,000 

(40%  to  Educational  and  General  Fund) 

Other  Possible  Considerations 

Furloughs* 

$3,250,000 

Retirement  Incentive* 

$3,000,000 

*  Requires  approval  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 

TOTAL  SAVINGS  ALL  CATEGORIES 

$14,786,523 

rTTlJf "^    » 


ii  in1 


SB&tKB^^H 


£cW 


-     -      --- 


(news  around  campus 


II  I 


Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Dale,  Sr.  Distinguished 
Lecture  Series  to  Feature  Former  Secretary 
of  State  Madeleine  Albright 

The  second  biennial  Lt.  Col. 
John  H.  Dale,  Sr.  Distinguished 
Lecture  Series  in  International 
Security  and  Global  Policy  at 
Southern  Miss  will  feature  former 
Secretary  of  State  Madeleine  K. 
Albright  as  the  guest  speaker. 

Albrights  lecture  titled  "The 
Future  of  NATO"  will  begin  at 
6:30  p.m.,  Tuesday,  Oct.  19,  in 
Hattiesburg's  Historic  Saenger 
Theatre. 

This  lecture  series  is  presented 
by  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters 
and  made  possible  through  a 
generous  donation  by  Southern 
Miss  alumna,  Dr.  Beverly  Dale,  in 
honor  of  her  late  father,  Lt.  Col. 
John  H.  Dale,  Sr. 

"Secretary  Albright  served  as 
Chair  of  the  Group  of  Experts  on 
the  NATO  Strategic  Concept  Expert 
Group,  a  group  created  by  NATO 
Secretary  General  Rasmussen  to 
provide  him  with  an  analysis  of 
NATO's  role  in  the  21st  century 
and  recommendations  for  the  next  Strategic  Concept,"  Dale  said.  "I  feel  particularly 
honored  for  my  father  to  have  this  distinguished  American  speak  to  us  at  Southern 
Miss  and  m  Hattiesburg  about  the  future  of  the  organization  that  was  so  much  a  part 
of  the  last  20  years  of  his  active  military  duty." 

Lt.  Col.  Dale  was  a  veteran  of  World  War  II  and  the  Korean  Conflict.  He  also  was  a 
professor  of  military  science  and  head  of  the  Department  of  Military  Science  at  Southern 
Miss  from  1957  to  1961  and  1964  to  1967.  During  his  first  assignment  at  Southern 
Miss,  he  received  a  Master  of  Science  degree  and,  subsequent  to  his  retirement  horn  the 
U.S.  Army  in  1967,  served  on  the  schools  science  education  faculty. 

Albright  was  the  64th  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States.  In  1997,  she  was 
named  the  first  female  Secretary  of  State  and  became,  at  that  time,  the  highest- 
ranking  woman  in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  government.  From  1993  to  1997,  Albright 
served  as  the  U.S.  Permanent  Representative  to  the  United  Nations  and  as  a  member 
of  the  President's  Cabinet.  She  is  a  professor  in  the  Practice  of  Diplomacy  at  the 
Georgetown  University  School  of  Foreign  Service,  She  chairs  both  the  National 
Democratic  Institute  for  International  Affairs,  the  Pew  Global  Attitudes  Project  and 
serves  as  president  of  the  Truman  Scholarship  Foundation. 

This  event  is  free  and  open  to  the  public.  For  more  information,  contact 
601.266.4315  or  visit  www.usm.edu/coal. 


Madeleine  Albright 


GCRL  Museum 
Receives 

National  Science 
Foundation  Grant 

The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  Natural  History 
Museum  has  received  a  National 
Science  Foundation  grant  to 
catalogue  invertebrate  specimens 
from  the  northern  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  grant  supports  the 
processing  of  beach  and  grassbed 
samples  of  shoreline  invertebrates 
collected  in  May  within  the  Gulf 
Islands  National  Seashore  in  both 
Mississippi  and  Florida.  These 
samples  represent  vital  baseline 
data  from  sites  potentially  affected 
by  the  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill. 

"GCRL's  collection  holds 
samples  and  historical  data  from 
sites  potentially  impacted  by  the 
Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill,"  said 
Sara  LeCroy,  museum  curator. 

The  research  museum  houses 
one  of  the  most  important  regional 
collections  of  fishes  in  North 
America  with  more  than  355,000 
specimens  in  36,000  lots  (jars).  It 
contains  one  of  the  best  collections 
of  pipefishes  and  seahorses  in  the 
world. 

The  current  NSF  grant  is  the 
third  received  by  the  museum 
and  the  first  to  support  the 
enhancement  of  the  invertebrate 
collection. 


Sara  LeCroy,  GCRL  museum  curator 
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Civil  Rights  Conference  to  be  Held  as 
Part  of  Centennial  Celebration 


From  left,  Marie  Blalock,  Peggy  Jean  Connor  and  Vassie  Patton  are 
pictured  at  a  Mississippi  Freedom  Democratic  Party  meeting  held  in  the 
sanctuary  of  a  Hattiesburg  church  during  Freedom  Summer  1964. 


As  part  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  Centennial 
Celebration,  the  Center  for  Black  Studies,  the  Center  for  the  Study  of  the  Gulf 
South  and  the  Center  for  Oral  History  and  Cultural  Heritage  will  present  "A 
Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement,"  Oct.  21-23,  2010. 

Scholars  from  institutions  across  the  nation  will  gather  at  Southern 
Miss  to  present  paper  and  panel  proposals  that  examine  the  long 
history  of  the  civil  rights  movement. 

In  addition  to  examining  the  University's  history  during  the  civil 
rights  movement,  this  conference  will  assess  the  broader  freedom 
struggle  from  Reconstruction  to  the  present. 

The  conference  will  open  at  the  African-American  Military  History 
Museum  Thursday,  Oct.  21,  at  6  p.m.  with  remarks  from  University  President 
Martha  Saunders;  Director  of  the  Center  for  Black  Studies  Curtis  Austin;  and 
Raylwani  Branch,  retired  United  States  Air  Force  Reserves,  retired  instructor 
of  Nursing,  and  one  of  the  first  two  African-Americans  to  attend  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Two  full  days  of  presentations  will  take  place  in  the  Thad  Cochran 
Center  beginning  Friday,  Oct.  22,  and  Saturday,  Oct.  23.  The  conference 
will  conclude  with  a  closing  session  commemorating  Clyde  Kennard,  the 
first  African-American  to  attempt  to  desegregate  Southern  Miss. 


GREAT  SHOPPING,  DINING,  ENTERTAINMENT 

&  SPECIAL  EVENTS 

ALL  IN  A  HISTORIC  SETTING 


£°H0MEC0MING  PARADE  OCT.  9, 2010  at  10  AM-& 
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CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


As  the  celebration  of  the  University's  Centennial  continues  throughout 
the  calendar  year,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of 
Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  or  five  correctly  and  we'll  assume 
you  are  a  former  University  archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or  three 
accurately,  and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alumnus  or  alumna. 
Answer  zero  or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to 
make  sure  your  diploma  is  not  from  a  university  in  north  Mississippi. 

1.  What  president  was  in  office  when  the  institution  achieved 
University  status  in  1962? 

2.  Which  building,  of  the  original  five,  was  used  for  classes, 
administrative  offices,  the  library  and  the  auditorium  at 
Mississippi  Normal  College? 

3.  What  song  does  the  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching  Band  play 
after  the  extra  point  is  kicked  a  football  games? 

4.  In  which  year  was  the  Southern  Miss  Homecoming  Parade 
first  held? 

5.  In  which  year  did  the  Golden  Eagle  basketball  team  win  the 
NIT  title  in  Madison  Square  Garden? 


SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  66 


Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirme 
questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Souths 
Alumni  Association  atalumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Piece  .  sit 
SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are 
located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  othietics 
schedules,  visit  SouthernMiss.com.  The  basketball  schedules  are  included  in 
the  Athletic  News  section  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon. 

October 

19  Lt.  Col.  John  H.  Dale,  Sr.  Distinguished  Lecture  Series 
in  International  Security  and  Global  Policy  featuring 
Madeleine  Albright 

Saenger  Theatre  |  6:30  p.m.  |  The  second  biennial  Lt. 
Col.  John  H.  Dale  Sr.  Distinguished  Lecture  Series  in 
International  Security  and  Global  Policy  will  feature  former 
Secretary  of  State  Madeleine  K.  Albright,  whose  address  is 
titled  "The  Future  of  NATO."  For  more  information,  call 
601.266.4315.  |  Free  Admission 

21-23    Academic  Conference:  "USM  in  the  Era  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement" 

Thad  Cochran  Center  |  Scholars  from  institutions  across 
the  nation  will  present  paper  and  panel  proposals  that 
examine  the  long  history  of  the  civil  rights  movement. 

21-29    The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance 
presents  "The  Pillowman" 

Gilbert  Hartwig  Theatre  I  Performances  on  Oct.  21-23  and 
27-29,  7:30  p.m.  I  Tickets  begin  at  S6  for  students  and  S8 
lor  the  general  public. 

23         Opening  Reception  for  "100  Alumni  - 
A  Centennial  Alumni  Exhibition" 

Museum  of  Art  |  5  p.m.  |  The  works  of  alumni  artists  are 
featured  in  this  exhibition  that  runs  Oct.  21  through  Nov. 
20.  For  more  information,  call  Jan  Siesling  at  601.2664o_2. 

28-31    The  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance  presents 
its  Fall  Dance  Concert 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  |  Thursday  through 
Saturday  at  7:30  p.m.,  Sunday  at  2  p.m.  |  Tickets  begin  at 
$6  for  students  and  $15  for  the  general  public. 


November 

5-6       Centennial  Singers  Reunion 

Hattiesburg  Campus  I  Join  alumni  lor  a  reunion  ot 
Southern  Miss  singers.  Early  registration  concludes  on  Oct. 
20.  For  more  information,  call  USM  Choral  Activities  at 

601.266.40O2 

9,  11      The  Southern  Opera  and  Musical  Theatre 
Company  present  "La  Boheme" 

Mannoni  Performing  Arts  Center  I  7:30  p.m.  I  The 
production  of  a  story  about  love  and  romance  set  amidst 
the  backdrop  of  Paris,  France,  is  Puccini's  best-loved 
musical  masterpiece.  I  Tickets  begin  at  $10. 
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DeFatta  Begins  Work  as  Executive  Director 


Jerry  DeFatta 

Jerry  DeFatta,  formerly  the  associate 
director  for  external  affairs  for  the 
Alumni  Association,  has  been  promoted 
to  the  role  of  executive  director. 

DeFatta,  who  has  been  an  employee 
of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  for  five  years,  has  replaced 
Bob  Pierce.  Pierce,  who  served  as 
executive  director  of  the  Association 
for  12  years,  has  been  named  the 
University's  vice  president  for 
Advancement.  The  position  increases 
Pierce's  responsibilities  to  include 
oversight  of  the  University  Foundation 
as  well  as  the  Alumni  Association. 

"Jerry  has  certainly  proven  himself 
during  these  past  five  years  of  service  with 
the  Alumni  Association,"  Pierce  said.  "He 
has  the  support  and  respect  of  the  volunteers 
and  the  staff,  and  this  will  be  a  logical  and 
easy  transition  for  him.  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  him  for  the  betterment  of 


Southern  Miss  for  years  to  come." 

As  executive  director,  DeFatta  will  lead 
the  Association's  1 1-person  staff,  manage  the 
overall  administration  of  the  organization 
and  serve  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Association's  Board  of  Directors. 

"I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity 
to  benefit  my  Alma  Mater  in  this  new 
role,"  said  DeFatta,  a  double  graduate  of 
the  University  who  most  recently  earned 
his  master's  degree  in  public  relations  in 
May  2010.  "Under  the  leadership  of  an 
outstanding  group  of  alumni  volunteers 
and  Bob  Pierce,  the  Alumni  Association  has 
celebrated  a  lengthy  list  of  accomplishments 
in  recent  years,  and  I  look  forward  to 
adding  to  that  list  in  the  years  to  come." 

During  his  tenure  as  associate 
director,  among  other  achievements, 
DeFatta  guided  the  design  and 
implementation  of  the  20,000  in  2010 
Membership  Campaign,  an  effort  to 
increase  membership  in  the  organization 
by  approximately  25  percent  by  the 
University's  Centennial  Celebration 
in  2010.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
campaign  on  June  30,  a  record-breaking 
21,088  members  had  been  part  of  the 
Association  during  Fiscal  Year  2010. 

DeFatta  was  recommended  for  hire 
to  University  President  Martha  Saunders 
by  a  17-person  selection  committee,  led 
by  Association  President  Randy  Pope 
and  comprised  of  alumni,  faculty,  staff, 
students  and  community  leaders. 

"The  selection  committee  was  very 
impressed  with  Jerry,"  Pope  said.  "He 


has  a  proven  track  record  of  hard  work 
and  creativity  working  for  the  Alumni 
Association,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  under 
his  leadership  the  Association  will  continue 
the  positive  momentum  we've  enjoyed 
during  Bob  Pierce's  tenure  as  executive 
director.  I'm  really  looking  forward  to 
working  with  Jerry  in  the  years  to  come." 

Prior  to  joining  the  staff  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  DeFatta  was  employed  with 
the  Cintas  Corporation,  an  Ohio-based 
uniform  and  facility  service  company, 
where  he  held  various  positions  serving 
as  a  sales  representative,  service  manager 
and  plant  manager. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Council  for 
Advancement  and  Support  of  Education 
and  the  Hattiesburg  Sertoma  Club. 
DeFatta  and  his  wife  Bethanie  currently 
reside  in  Petal  with  their  daughters  Eva 
Marie  and  Ella  Katherine. 

DeFatta's  promotion  was  one  of  a 
few  changes  to  the  Association's  staff 
in  recent  months.  Jim  Coll,  previously 
assistant  director  for  communications, 
has  filled  DeFatta's  old  role  as  associate 
director  for  external  affairs,  while  Joe 
Morgan,  who  had  been  serving  as  the 
University's  chief  financial  officer,  began 
as  the  Association's  associate  director 
for  internal  operations.  Morgan  replaces 
Brett  Cassell,  who  this  summer  accepted 
a  position  at  the  University  of  New 
Orleans,  where  he  serves  as  bursar. 
Jennifer  Boudreaux,  who  most  recently 
worked  in  public  relations  at  Hattiesburg 
Clinic,  has  replaced  Coll  in  his  old  role. 


Accounting  Constituent  Society  to  Host  CPE  Seminars 


The  Southern  Miss  Accounting  Constituent  Society  will  host  a 
pair  of  continuing  education  seminars  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center 
on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  on  Thursday,  Dec.  2,  and  Friday,  Dec. 
3.  The  seminars  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  conclude  at  5  p.m.  each  day. 

The  Thursday  seminar  will  be  a  tax  update  for  eight  hours  of 
CPE  credit  featuring  speakers  from  the  law  firm  of  Copeland,  Cook, 
Taylor  &  Bush.  Admission  is  $100  for  society  members  or  $125  for 
non-members. 


On  Friday,  the  constituent  society  will  host  an  accounting  and 
auditing  update  for  eight  hours  of  CPE  credit  by  Dr.  Kim  Burke  from 
Millsaps  College.  Admission  is  $100  for  society  members  or  $125 
for  non-members. 

Participants  are  encouraged  to  attend  one  or  both  of  the  seminars. 
Proceeds  from  the  events  will  help  fund  future  scholarships  for 
accounting  students  at  Southern  Miss.  For  more  information,  contact 
Shannon  Jones  at  601 .264.3519  or  shannon@nicholsoncpas.com. 
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Robert  Michael  Akins 

Lester  &  Nancy  Haddox 

bteve  &  Carol  Pittman 

Christopher  &  Theresa  Anderson 

Ronnie  W.  Hamrick 

Wanda  W  Radcliffe 

Cecille  Philips  Austin 

James  E.  "Jim"  Hancock 

Steve  Eugene  Reed 

JimmieBaggett 

Jeannette  Hays 

Donna  H.  Rigel 

Ronald  E.  Bair 

Maranda  Kidd  Henderson 

Tony  J.  Rotella 

Harold  &  Cheryl  Baxter 

Thomas  Jones  Herrin,  Jr. 

Wilbur  Saul 

Johnny  Belk 

Paula  &  Keith  Hinton 

James  "Randy"  Shanks 

Philip  Michael  Bernard 

Kelly  Wilson  Hitchcock 

Sonja  Sheffield 

Joshua  &  Luci  Brandner 

Helen  L.  Jackson 

Stephen  R.  Slote 

James  E.  "Jim"  Braud 

Kisha  Rochella  Jones 

Alvin  &  Marsha  Smith 

Donna  M.  Bridges 

Scott  &  Carrie  Kelly 

Enoch  &  Ann  Smith 

Jarrod  Britt 

Clay  Patrick  Knight 

Thomas  Stacey  Smith 

Tom  Monroe  Brown 

Dr.  Adam  C.  Knight 

Richard  &  Betty  Southern 

David  Brownlow 

Matthew  Lee  Lowing 

Catherine  Thorning  Stackel 

Robert  C.  Burrows 

Larry  Wayne  LeBlanc,  II 

Jeffery  Stanovich 

Patricia  Dianna  Busby 

Brandy  G.  Lewis 

Donna  L.  Stewart 

Benji  Todd  Bynum 

John  Lipscomb 

Jack  W  Stone 

Joseph  Clarke,  III 

David  Little 

Joseph  &  Erin  Sullivan 

Clayton  &  Lisa  Cody 

Laura  Haddox  Manning 

Grady  Swann 

Jason  &  Jennifer  Cooley 

Mike  E.  Marshall 

Michelle  B.  Swink 

Larry  &  Vivian  Dailey 

Hance  "Butch"  &  Melanie  McKenzie 

William  John  Tarver 

Stephen  F.  Daniels 

James  &  Mary  McKenzie 

Kirk  Douglas  Taylor 

Cathleen  Deamer 

Rachul  Mehra 

Jimmy  C.  Thompson 

Gregory  Levi  Dedeaux 

Nancy  Montague  Michelli 

Dr.  Lavon  Thurman,  Jr. 

Robert  Van  Doudna 

Jenifer  Miles 

Adam  &  Elizabeth  Todd 

Shawn  &  Paula  Dueitt 

John  Lowell  Mitchell,  Jr. 

Bernadette  L.  Tolson 

William  R.  Easterling 

Ronald  James  Mutz 

Phyllis  Smith  Trochesset 

Kevin  &  Heather  Etzler 

Harold  &  JoAnn  Needham 

Gary  Dean  Tucker 

Linda  Eubanks 

Mittie  J.  Nimocks 

Marcelo  E.  Unda 

Richard  &  Hollie  Filce 

Blair  Elizabeth  Norman 

Miriam  Worrell  Vance 

Wilman  H.  Forbes 

Gary  E.  Odem 

Sal  J.  Wambsgans 

Marcia  Randall  French 

Zack  J.  Pace 

Lindsay  &  Charles  Watts 

Sherry  Ann  Garrett 

Dr.  Gaylynn  Parker 

Bruce  Wilgus 

Rex  Gilbert 

David  &  Katherine  Patterson 

Roger  Wilkerson 

Joseph  Gordon 

Antwuan  &  LaTrinia  Payne 

Doug  &  Susan  Williams 

Marian  Dwain  Gordon 

Clayton  Peacock 

Jennifer  Cousins  Wilson 

Aaron  &  Anna  Graham 

Michael  &  Paula  Pettis 

B.  Gwen  Windham 

Demery  Grubbs 

Charles  &  Jan  Pittman 
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President 
Randy  Pope,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President-Elect 
Alvin  Williams,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Vice  President 
Dale  Shearer,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Past  President 
Curt  Hebert,  Mandeville,  LA 

Finance  Committee  Chair 
Reed  Allison,  Gulfport,  MS 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Jerry  DeFatta,  Petal,  MS 

Board  of  Directors 

Bob  Boothe,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Jason  Helton,  Carnes,  MS 

Troy  Johnston,  Jackson,  MS 

Mike  Lucius,  Jackson,  MS 

Dorian  Scott,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Juanita  Sims  Doty,  Jackson,  MS 

Joe  Stevens,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Gary  Carmichael,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Julie  Gresham,  Biloxi,  MS 

Steve  Holifield,  Meridian,  MS 

Sam  Jones,  Ellisville,  MS 

Nancy  New,  Jackson,  MS 

Jason  Sanderson,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Michelle  VanNorman,  Madison,  MS 

Cory  Curtis,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

Byron  Jordan,  Waynesboro,  MS 

Mike  McMullan,  Ridgeland,  MS 

Aaron  Puckett,  Madison,  MS 

Brandt  Schmersahl,  Northport,  AL 

Billy  Stewart,  Wiggins,  MS 

David  Williams,  Pearl,  MS 

Ex-Officio  Board  Members 

(by  virtue  of  office) 

President  of  the  University 
Martha  Saunders,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  the  Foundation 
Raymond  VanNorman,  Madison,  MS 

Vice  President  for  Advancement/ 
Executive  Director  of  the  Foundation 
Bob  Pierce,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  the  Athletic  Foundation 
Vic  Roberts,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

CEO  of  the  Athletic  Foundation 
Richard  Giannini,  Hattiesburg,  MS 

President  of  The  Legacy 
Lacey  Blankenship,  Hattiesburg,  MS 


Pope  Returns  as  Association  President 


Moran  M.  "Randy"  Pope  111  is  in  a 
familiar  position  as  Alumni  Association 
president.  After  all,  the  last  time  he  served 
in  that  capacity  the  organization  was  also 
in  a  period  of  transition,  as  Bob  Pierce 
was  beginning  his  tenure  as  executive 
director  more  than  a  decade  ago.  In  July, 
Pope  returned  to  the  presidency,  just  as 
new  executive  director  Jerry  DeFatta  was 
replacing  Pierce,  who  had  been  promoted 
to  the  position  of  vice  president  for 
Advancement  for  the  University. 

"Bob  did  a 
tremendous  job  as  alumni 
director,  and  it  was  my 
privilege  to  see  him  begin 
in  that  role.  He  left  an 
Alumni  Association  that 
is  financially  sound,  has 
a  beautifully  restored  and 
expanded  Alumni  House, 
and  a  hard-working,  _^^U'' 

talented  staff.  Jerry  has, 
honestly,  picked  right  up 

where  Bob  left  off.  He  is 

,  r  ,  Randy 

engaging  and  locused, 

and  he  has  hit  the  ground  running." 

As  president  in  2010-11,  Pope  will 

guide  an  organization  coming  off  a 

successful  20,000  in  2010  Membership 

Campaign,  in  which  the  Association 

established  a  new  record  for  participation 

in  the  organization  with  21,088  members 

at  the  conclusion  of  Fiscal  Year  2010  on 

June  30.  At  the  top  of  the  organizations 

agenda  in  Fiscal  Year  2011  will  be  to 

update  its  strategic  overview,  as  the 

current  version  expired  in  2010. 

"Several  years  ago,  Rex  Kelly,  Danny 

Mitchell  and  Rosemary  Aultman  helped 

Bob  Pierce  create  a  strategic  plan  that 

guided  the  Alumni  Association  for  the 

last  five  years.  Now,  with  Jerry  DeFatta 

as  executive  director,  it's  time  for  a  new 

plan,  and  I'm  very  pleased  that  Alumni 

Association  Past  President  Curt  Hebert  has 

agreed  to  head  up  that  planning  effort." 

As  the  organization  plans  for  the 

future,  it  will  no  doubt  also  keep  in  mind 


its  storied  history  with  Pope  as  president. 
He  is  a  member  of  a  long  line  of  Southern 
Miss  graduates,  as  his  grandfather,  Moran 
Pope  Sr.,  and  grandmother,  Florence 
Burrow  Pope,  were  members  of  the  first 
class  at  Mississippi  Normal  College  and 
the  first  married  couple  to  graduate  from 
the  institution  that  is  now  known  as  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Randy's 
father,  Moran  Jr.,  and  mother,  Yvonne,  are 
graduates  of  Mississippi  Southern  College, 
and  his  wife  Kathy  is  a  1974  graduate  of 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  Randy  and 
Kathy  have  two  daughters, 
Lucy  Pope  Schultze  '01  and 
Valerie  Pope  Nicholson,  and 
one  grandson,  Jacob  Rhys 
Schultze,  born  June  15,  2010. 
Among  other  volunteer 
W  roles  in  support  of  The 

4  jH     University  ol  Southern 
A  I  '"^Hi     Mississippi,  Randy,  a  Life 
A  :       V     Member  of  the  Alumni 
^^^^^^^       Association,  also  served  as 

the  Association's  president  in 
2000-01  and  recently  completed  a  second 
three-year  term  on  the  USM  Foundation's 
board  of  directors.  The  dedicated  alumnus 
is  also  a  past  president  of  the  USM 
Foundation  and  has  served  on  the  Athletic 
Foundation's  board  of  directors.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and 
received  the  Association's  Continuous 
Service  Award  in  2006. 

Professionally,  Randy  is  a  partner  in 
the  law  firm  Pope  &  Pope,  PA.,  along  with 
his  father,  Moran  Pope  Jr.,  a  1944  graduate 
of  Mississippi  Southern  College.  The 
Hattiesburg  native  is  a  1978  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of  Law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Mississippi  Bar  in 
1979.  His  practice  is  primarily  in  the  areas 
of  estate  and  probate  law,  real  estate  and 
school  law.  He  has  tried  cases  in  state  and 
federal  courts  in  Mississippi  and  has  argued 
cases  in  the  Mississippi  Court  of  Appeals 
and  the  United  States  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  Fifth  Circuit. 
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2010-11  Executive  Committee 


President-Elect 


Dr.  Alvin  Williams' 
distinguished  record 
of  service  to  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  spans  three  decades  and 
continues  today.  While  the  majority  of  his 
efforts  on  behall  of  Southern  Miss  have 
been  as  a  professor  and  administrator, 
Williams  currently  serves  as  co-chair  of 
the  University's  Centennial  Celebration 
Steering  Committee  and  president-elect  ol 
the  Alumni  Association.  As  co-chair  of  the 
Centennial  Committee,  Williams  and  co- 
chair  Rex  Kelly,  along  with  honorary  chair 
Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  are  responsible  for 
guiding  a  group  of  50  volunteers  as  they 
ensure  that  the  100th  anniversary  of  the 
institution's  founding  captures  both  the 
University's  treasured  past  and  its  golden 
future. 

While  his  volunteer  service  is 
impressive,  Williams  is  perhaps  best 
known  for  his  work  in  academia.  Williams 
earned  a  bachelor's  degree  from  Southern 
Miss  in  1974,  master's  degree  from  the 
University  of  Alabama  and  his  Ph.D. 
from  the  University  of  Arkansas.  He  was 
interim  dean  of  the  College  of  Business 
and  professor  of  marketing  at  Southern 
Miss,  where  he  worked  from  1980  to  2008. 
Williams  also  served  as  a  department  chair 
from  1988  to  2005.  He  is  past  president 
of  the  Society  for  Marketing  Advances 
and  past  editor  of  the  Journal  of  Supply 
Cham  Management.  Williams  is  currently 
a  distinguished  professor  of  marketing  at 
the  University  of  South  Alabama's  Mitchell 
College  of  Business. 

His  civic  and  community  activities 
have  included  at  various  times,  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  which  honored  him 
with  the  Silver  Beaver  Award,  Salvation 
Army  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Board,  United 
Way  of  Southeast  Mississippi,  Area 
Development  Partnership  Board  and  the 
USM  Foundation  Board.  He  is  married 


to  Lourinda  Williams,  75,  77,  and  the 
Life  Members  of  the  Alumni  Association 
have  two  daughters,  Adria  and  Aprille. 


Vice  President 

Dale  Shearer 
returns  to  the 
V     Association's  volunteer 
^     leadership  as  vice 
president  in  2010,  following  a  stint 
on  the  Alumni  Association's  Board  of 
Directors  from  2002  to  2005. 

A  1987  graduate  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  (B.A.  English), 
Dale  was  brought  up  a  Southerner  and 
Golden  Eagle.  A  member  of  the  Eagle 
Club  and  fan  of  any  team  wearing  the 
Black  and  Gold,  he  is  the  son  of  Carolyn 
and  Kenneth  B.  Shearer  '60,  who  served 
as  president  ol  the  Alumni  Association 
in  1970-1971. 

While  a  student,  Dale  was  a  member 
of  the  Honors  College  and  Alpha  Lau 
Omega  Fraternity  and  was  active  in 
student  government.  As  an  alumnus,  he 
has  also  served  as  a  member  ot  the  USM 
Foundation's  board  of  directors  and  on 
the  Alumni  Association's  Presidential 
Transition  Team,  which  began  the 
process  resulting  in  the  selection  of 
University  President  Martha  Saunders. 
Shearer  has  provided  legal  counsel  to 
various  Association  groups,  and  he  and 
his  wife,  the  former  Janet  Denise  Saul 
'90,  are  members  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  Honor 
Club. 

Dale  is  a  graduate  ol  the  University 
of  Minnesota  Law  School  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Mississippi  Bar  in 
1991.  He  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
Copeland,  Cook,  Taylor  >xr  Bush,  P.A., 
with  offices  in  Ridgelatul.  Biloxi  and 
Hattiesburg. 

Dale  resides  m  Ridgeland  with  Janet. 
daughter  Marv  Kate,  and  son  Sam. 


Post  President 

Curt  Hebert  has 
been  a  member  of  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni 
Association  Board  of  Directors  since 
2003  and  currently  serves  as  its  past 
president.  He  is  a  proud  Life  Member 
of  the  Association,  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  and  a  Life  Loyal 
Sigma  Chi.  In  2009,  he  was  recognized 
with  the  fraternity's  Significant  Sig 
Award,  given  annually  to  a  fraternity 
brother  who  has  excelled  greatly  in  his 
field  of  study  or  occupation. 

Curt  is  a  highly  respected  leader  in 
the  power  and  energy  industry.  Building 
on  his  extensive  experience,  Hebert  is 
pursuing  initiatives  to  help  restructure 
the  fragmented  energy  sector  to  create 
stronger,  more  efficient,  financially 
sound  companies  that  are  better  able 
to  compete  in  today's  ever  changing 
business  and  regulatory  climate.  Hebert 
is  currently  the  Chief  Executive  Officer 
of  Lexicon  Strategy  Group.  LLC.  The 
firm  has  offices  in  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana.  Focusing  on  the  policy 
and  regulator)-  needs  of  clients  in  the 
financial,  energy  and  governmental 
space,  the  firm  understands  the  risks 
associated  with  doing  business  in 
today's  demanding  marketplace.  Having 
practiced  law,  served  as  a  legislator,  as  a 
leading  state  regulator,  as  a  top  federal 
regulator  and  as  an  energy  executive. 
Hebert  brings  a  point  o!  view  and  level 
of  experience  that  is  unparalleled  by 
anyone  in  the  industry. 

Prior  to  his  work  with  Lexicon 
Strategy  Group,  he  was  an  executive 
with  Entergy  Corporation  from  2001  to 
2010. 

Curt  resides  in  Mandcvillc.  La., 
with  his  wife  Virginia.  They  have  three 
children.  Lane,  a  current  Southern  Miss 
student.  Ashle\  and  Trey. 
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W.  Reed  Allison  '83 


Finance  Committee  Chairman 

W.  Reed  Allison 
is  Vice  President- 
Investments  with 
Stifel,  Nicolaus  & 
Company,  Inc.,  in  the  company's 
Gulfport  office.  He  has  nine  years  of 
experience  in  the  securities  industry 
and  more  than  26  years  of  experience  in 
the  financial  services  industry. 

A  graduate  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  1983,  he  also 
holds  a  degree  in  marketing  with  a 
master  of  business  administration 
degree  from  Loyola  University  in  New 
Orleans  in  1989.  He  is  chair  of  the  USM 
Foundation's  Investment  Committee, 
a  past  president  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Metro  Alumni  Chapter,  a  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation 
Honor  Club  member,  a  district  officer 
with  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  Alumni  Association,  a  member  of 
the  Gulfport  Rotary  Club  and  a  deacon  at 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Gulfport. 

He  was  a  two-year  starter  for  the 
Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  and  a 
contributor  to  the  Ogletree  House 
Campaign  at  the  Sponsor  Gift  Level. 
Allison  continues  to  remain  a  member 
of  the  Eagle  Club,  M-Club  and  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association. 

NEW  BOARD  MEMBERS 


Although  Bob 
Boothe  entered 
Mississippi  Southern 
College  as  a 
prominent  basketball  star  in  1954,  he 
left  the  University  as  one  of  its  brightest 
academic  stars  in  1958.  During  his  time 
at  Southern  Miss,  Boothe  was  selected  to 
the  national  "Who's  Who  in  Colleges  and 
Universities"  list  and  to  the  University's 
'Who's  Who"  list.  He  was  also  a  member 


of  Southern  Miss'  Army  ROTC  program 
and  numerous  honor  organizations. 

In  addition  to  his  academic  honors, 
Boothe  was  an  outstanding  basketball 
player  for  Southern  Miss  and  the 
U.S.  Army.  As  a  member  of  the  All- 
Army  basketball  team,  Boothe  was  a 
member  and  coach  of  teams  that  won 
the  European  Championship  and  the 
Congress  International  Sports  Military 
basketball  championship. 

During  his  Army  career,  Boothe 
served  as  artillery  officer  and  an 
airborne  ranger.  Boothe  went  on  to  earn 
his  master's  degree  in  1966  and  began 
working  in  the  area  of  research  and 
development  of  military  equipment.  In 
1978,  Boothe  retired  from  the  military 
and  began  a  new  career  as  a  college 
professor.  Boothe  returned  to  Southern 
Miss  for  his  first  teaching  position  and 
went  on  to  teach  at  Memphis  State. 

In  1988,  Boothe  returned  to 
Southern  Miss  as  chair  of  the 
Management  Department  in  the  College 
of  Business  Administration.  During 
this  time  Boothe  served  the  University 
in  many  capacities  including  faculty 
athletics  representative.  He  is  a  Life 
Member  of  the  Alumni  Association,  the 
M-Club  and  Eagle  Club.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  University's  Alumni  and 
Sports  halls  of  fame.  Boothe  and  his 
wife,  Sandy,  reside  in  Hattiesburg. 


Dr.  Juanita  Sims  Doty  73, 74 


After  earning 
her  bachelor's  and 
master's  degrees  in 
speech  pathology  from 
Southern  Miss,  Dr.  Juanita  Sims  Doty 
earned  her  doctorate  in  early  childhood 
education  in  1985  and  began  working 
as  a  professor  and  director  of  the 
Speech  and  Hearing  Center  at  Jackson 
State  University.  As  director,  Doty  was 
responsible  for  securing  grants  to  assist 
students  and  professionals  in  her  discipline. 


Doty  is  a  seven-time  recipient  of  the 
university's  Spotlight  on  Scholars  award. 

Currently,  Doty  serves  as  senior 
advisor  for  outreach  at  the  National 
Institute  of  Child  Health  and  Human 
Development,  a  division  of  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health.  Doty  works  as 
a  consultant  providing  advice  on 
educational  issues  to  local,  regional  and 
national  organizations.  Her  community 
outreach  has  earned  Doty  many  awards 
from  organizations  including  the 
Interreligious  and  International  Peace 
Council  of  Washington,  D.C.,  Mississippi's 
GEAR-UP  program  and  the  NAACP. 

Doty  continues  her  community 
service  through  her  membership  in  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Incorporated, 
and  has  held  several  local  and  national 
positions  within  the  organization. 

Doty  is  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  serves  on  its 
Publications  Board. 


As  a  manager  and 
physical  therapist 
for  Purvis  Physical 
Therapy,  a  satellite 
office  of  the  Hattiesburg  Clime  medical 
group,  Jason  Helton  works  diligently  to 
help  hundreds  of  Mississippians  recover 
from  a  variety  of  sports  injuries. 

Helton's  training  in  orthopedic 
physical  therapy  started  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,  where  he  earned 
a  master's  degree  in  exercise  physiology 
in  1998.  Helton  went  on  to  earn  another 
master's  degree  in  physical  therapy  from 
Nova  Southeastern  University  in  2000 
and  has  recently  earned  his  transitional 
doctorate  of  physical  therapy  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center. 

Helton  is  a  member  of  the  Forrest 
County  Board  of  Education,  serving  as 
a  representative  for  District  5  to  create 
solutions  for  issues  affecting  schools  in 
south  Forrest  County. 
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Helton  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  and  Eagle  Club.  The 
Heltons  are  also  active  members  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Brooklyn.  Helton  and  his 
wife,  Jennifer,  reside  in  Carnes  with  their 
children,  Hannah  Grace  and  Noah. 


Les  Aultman.  The  Johnstons  reside  in 
Jackson  with  their  daughter,  Caroline. 


Troy  Johnston 
began  his 
postsecondary 
education  with  an 
interest  in  science  that  led  to  a  degree  in 
polymer  science  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  1995. 

Johnston  remained  at  the  University 
and  earned  his  master's  degree  in 
Business  Administration  in  1997.  In 
2003,  Johnston  earned  his  law  degree, 
and  today  he  is  an  attorney  for  Phelps 
Dunbar,  LLC,  in  Jackson. 

Johnston  is  active  in  his  community 
as  a  wish  granter  for  the  Make-a-Wish 
Foundation  and  as  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Jackson.  He  is  also 
involved  with  the  Mission  First's  Legal 
Aid  Program  in  Jackson  and  has  served 
on  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  Legislative 
Steering  Committee. 

Johnston,  an  active  member  of  the 
Central  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  is  a  member  of  the 
Association's  Publications  Board  and 
has  served  in  the  organization  in  other 
capacities  including  Central  Mississippi 
chapter  president  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Traditions  Committee.  He  is  the  recipient 
of  die  2006  Scott  Caldwell  Award  for 
outstanding  alumni  chapter  president 
and  received  the  2007  Outstanding 
Service  Award  for  his  dedicated  service  to 
the  Alumni  Association. 

Troy  is  married  to  Erin  Aultman 
Johnston,  a  1997  graduate  of  Southern  Miss. 

Troy  is  the  son  of  Frank  Johnston,  a 
former  Golden  Eagle  football  player  from 
1966  to  1970,  and  Erin  is  the  daughter 
of  Southern  Miss  alumni  Rosemary  and 


Mike  Lucius,  chief 
administrative  officer 
and  director  of  Health 
Administration  for 
the  Mississippi  State  Department  of 
Health,  has  established  a  stellar  29-year 
career  with  the  State  of  Mississippi  that 
includes  time  served  in  the  Division 
of  Medicaid,  Auditor's  Office,  Office  of 
the  Governor,  Gaming  Commission, 
Department  of  Corrections,  Department 
of  Transportation  and  the  Department  of 
Finance  and  Administration. 

Lucius  earned  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  criminal  justice  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1981.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Executive  Development  Institute 
of  Mississippi  and  Leadership  Jackson. 
He  currently  serves  on  the  Board  of 
Governors  for  the  Capital  Club  of 
Jackson  and  is  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Alumni  Association. 

Lucius  and  his  wife,  Angela,  reside 
in  Jackson  with  their  son,  Garrett. 
Their  son  Andrew  is  a  2008  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss.  Amanda,  their  daughter, 
is  a  senior  at  Southern  Miss. 


Dorian  Scott, 
a  Hattiesburg 
native,  is  one  of  The 
University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  brightest  young  alumni. 
Since  graduating  in  2002,  she  has 
established  a  successful  career  in  alumni 
and  foundation  relations  during  her  six 
years  at  Georgia  State  University.  Dorian 
left  Georgia  State  University  to  start 
Southern  Style  Hospitality,  LLC,  a  special 
event  and  hospitality  consultation  firm. 


Scott's  career  in  public  relations 
began  as  a  student  at  Southern  Miss. 
During  those  years  she  worked  for 
the  USM  Foundation,  was  a  member 
of  The  Legacy,  Delta  Sigma  Theta 
Sorority,  Inc.  and  Phi  Kappa  Pi  Honor 
Society.  She  was  the  recipient  of  the 
Hattie  Lott  Hardy  Scholarship,  the 
Barbara  Shoemaker  Excellence  in  Public- 
Relations  Award,  and  named  president 
of  the  University's  Public  Relations 
Student  Society  of  America  and  named 
Who's  Who  at  Southern  Miss. 

She  is  married  to  Cednc  Scott  '00, 
'09,  a  former  Golden  Eagle  football  All- 
American  and  current  assistant  strength 
and  conditioning  coach.  The  Scotts 
reside  in  Hattiesburg  and  are  members 
of  the  Word  of  Faith  Christian  Center. 
Dorian  is  the  daughter  of  Jeffery  '89  and 
Carol  Wallace '91,  '97. 


Joe  Stevens  is  a 
partner  in  the  law 
firm  of  Wise.  Carter 
Child  &  Caraway,  PA 
His  Hattiesburg-based  practice  focuses 
on  general  business  and  corporate  law, 
banking,  commercial  real  estate  issues 
and  healthcare  transactions.  During 
his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  Stevens  was 
a  member  of  Sigma  Chi  Fraternity  and 
Omicron  Delta  Kappa  honorary  society. 
He  went  on  to  earn  to  a  law  degree  from 
the  University  of  Mississippi  School  of 
Law  in  L991. 

Stevens  and  his  wife,  Lisa,  continue 
to  actively  support  their  Alma  Mater 
through  their  involvement  in  die  South 
Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter. 
Stevens  is  a  pasi  president  of  the  chapter 
and  a  recipient  the  Alumni  Association's 
Outstanding  Service  Award. 

Stevens  and  his  wife.  Lisa.  Lite 
Members  of  the  Association,  reside  in 
Hattiesburg  with  their  children  Will. 
Matthew  and  Grace. 
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Association  Announces  2010  Class  of  Legacy  Scholars 


*  ince  its  establishment,  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  has  worked 
hard  to  preserve  the  great  traditions  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi.  And  perhaps  there  is  no  greater  tradition  than  the  Southern  Miss 
family  whose  generations  have  donned  the  black  and  gold. 

Established  in  2003,  and  named  in  honor  of  former  Alumni  Association  executive 
director  Bob  Pierce  in  2008,  the  Robert  D.  Pierce  II  Legacy  Scholarship  helps  perpetuate 
Southern  Miss  legacies  by  providing  financial  assistance  to  children  and  grandchildren  of 
active  Alumni  Association  members.  Recipients  are  chosen  by  the  Alumni  Association's 
Scholarship  Committee  based  on  the  criteria  of  academic  excellence,  community  service 


and  high  school  involvement.  Candidates  must  be  the  children  or  grandchildren  of  an 
alumnus  or  alumna  who  is  a  Life  Member  of  the  Association  or  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  organization  for  10  or  more  consecutive  years. 

Proceeds  from  the  Shell  Finish  Line  Alumni  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament  are 
used  to  fund  the  one-time,  $1,000  scholarships.  To  date,  the  Alumni  Association  has 
awarded  more  than  $35,000  to  more  than  30  incoming  freshmen. 

The  members  of  the  2010  Class  of  Robert  D.  Pierce  II  Legacy  Scholars  are 
Alexandra  Slay  Bradley,  Virginia  Cloire  Caldwell,  Chelsea  Regina  Cruce,  Lauren  Lang 
Ishee,  Kelly  Elizabeth  Loft,  Meredith  Gray  Lucas  and  Amanda  Joy  Waddle. 


Alexandra  Slay 
Bradley,  a  graduate  of 
Presbyterian  Christian 
High  School,  plans 
to  major  in  nursing. 
Alexandra  was  a  member 
of  the  tennis  and  basketball  teams,  the  Beta 
Club,  Future  Business  Leaders  of  America, 
for  which  she  served  as  vice  president,  and 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes.  She 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Hands  and  Feet 
Club,  an  organization  that  collects  school 
supplies  for  children  in  Iraq.  Alexandra 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Hattiesburg  and  is  the  daughter  of  Life 
Members  Kim  and  Erin  Bradley. 

Virginia  Claire 
Caldwell,  a  graduate  of 
Gulfport  High  School, 
plans  to  major  in 
kinesiology.  She  was  the 
president  of  Key  Club, 
a  member  of  the  National  Honor  Society 
and  Mu  Alpha  Theta.  Virginia  was  also 
a  varsity  cheerleader  and  organized 
several  community  service  projects  to 
raise  money  for  local  and  international 
charities.  She  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  daughter  of  Brian 
and  Kellee  Caldwell,  who  have  been 
members  of  the  Alumni  Association  for 
22  years,  and  the  granddaughter  of  Life 
Members  Jim  and  Virginia  Milstead. 
■h^h^h        Chelsea  Regina 
I  Cruce,  a  graduate  of 
Mill  Creek  High  School 
in  Brazelton,  Ga.,  plans 
to  major  in  nursing.  She 
was  a  member  of  the 


varsity  Softball  team  and  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes.  She  was  the  recipient 
of  the  Scholar  Athlete  Award  and  earned 
an  academic  letter  at  Mill  Creek  High 
School.  Chelsea  also  participated  in 
Relay  for  Life,  the  Buddy  Walk  for  Down 
Syndrome  patients,  and  collected  school 
supplies  for  needy  children.  Chelsea  is  a 
member  of  First  Baptist  Church  and  is  the 
granddaughter  of  Life  Member  Lorn  Potter. 
Lauren  Lang 
Ishee,  a  graduate  of 
Gulfport  High  School, 
plans  to  major  in  marine 
science.  Lauren  was  a 
member  of  the  marching 
band,  Key  Club  and  the  National  Honor 
Society.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the 
debate  team  and  Youth  Legislature,  as 
well  as  a  page  for  the  Mississippi  House  of 
Representatives.  Lauren  has  volunteered 
with  several  community  organizations 
including  the  American  Heart  Association, 
Salvation  Army  and  the  Children's  Shelter. 
A  member  of  Lrinity  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lauren  is  the  daughter  of  Life 
Members  David  and  Linda  Ishee  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Elmo  Lang  and 
Life  Member  Vivian  Duckworth  Lang. 
Kelly  Elizabeth 
Lott,  a  graduate  of 
Purvis  High  School, 
plans  to  major  in 
psychology  and  minor 
in  music.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Beta  Club,  National 
Honor  Society,  Spanish  Club  and 
the  Purvis  High  School  Band.  Kelly's 
community  service  includes  volunteer 


work  with  the  Angel  Food  Ministry, 
Christian  Services  in  Hattiesburg,  and 
the  Juniorette  Club  of  Purvis.  She  is 
a  member  of  Midway  Baptist  Church 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Kenneth  and 
Elizabeth  Lott,  who  have  been  members 
of  the  Alumni  Association  for  34  years. 
Meredith  Gray 
Lucas,  a  graduate  of 
Oak  Grove  High  School, 
plans  to  major  in  science 
and  math.  Meredith  was 
a  member  of  the  Beta 
Club,  Key  Club,  National  Honor  Society, 
and  soccer,  golf  and  tennis  teams.  She 
has  served  as  camp  counselor  for  the 
Strong  River  Camp  and  organized  a  blood 
drive  for  Senior  Exhibition  Achievement. 
She  is  a  member  of  Oak  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church.  Meredith  is  the 
daughter  of  Life  Members  Alan  and 
Melinda  Lucas  and  the  granddaughter  of 
Life  Members  Aubrey  and  Ella  Lucas. 
Amanda  Joy 
Waddle,  a  graduate 
of  Hattiesburg  High 
School,  plans  to  major 
in  speech  pathology. 
She  was  a  member  of 
the  Beta  Club,  the  National  Forensics 
League,  the  Lhespian  Society,  speech 
team,  the  debate  team,  tennis  team  and 
the  Hattiesburg  High  School  Advisory 
Council.  Amanda's  community  service 
includes  volunteer  work  with  the  ARC 
and  Salvation  Army.  She  is  a  member 
of  Parkway  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  and  is  the  daughter  of  Life 
Members  Benny  and  Pam  Waddle. 
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Art  Studio,  Bridal  Registry,  Gift  Shop,  Framing  and  More! 

esse 

Located  in  the  Newpointe  Shopping  Center  at  Highway  9S  West 

6555  U.S.  Highway  98  West,  Suite  B,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402 

Phone:  601.579.9378 
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MORALITY  &  HONESTY 

Student  Life  at  State  Teachers  College 


Throughout  the  year,  From  the  Archives  is  featuring  excerpts  from  the  book  "Treasured 
Past.  Golden  Future:  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  1910-2010,"  by  Southern  Miss 
alumnus  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan.  The  entry  included  here  focuses  on  student  life  at  State 
Teachers  College.  Later  Mississippi  Southern  College,  and  today  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  the  institution  was  known  as  State  Teachers  College  from  1924  to  1940. 


Outside  the  academic  sphere,  State  Teachers  College 
President  J. B.  Georges  major  accomplishment, 
according  to  Alma  Hickman  (who  wrote  the 
institution's  first  history,  "Southern  as  1  Saw  it,")  was  "his  fight 
for  morality  and  honesty.  He  worked  harder  on  these  problems 
than  all  others."  Some  thought  he  worked  too  hard.  In  this  he 
resembled  Joe  Cook  (the  institutions  first  president)  whose 
devoted  disciple  he  was.  George's  "approach  to  education 
developed  into  many  idiosyncrasies  which  alienated  many 
people,"  said  Hickman.  Another  faculty  member  put  it  more 
bluntly:  "George  was  a  puritanical  Baptist."  Students  called  him 
Joy  Buster  or  Jitterbug  George.  A  month  into  his  first  session  as 
president,  he  announced  to  the  student  body  at  chapel  that  there 
would  be  "no  more  leisurely  strolling  about  on  remote  sections  of 
campus  after  dark."  All  "promenading"  was  thereafter  restricted 
to  the  area  between  the  main  buildings,  which  was  "sufficiently 
illuminated  for  propriety"  and  could  be  easily  patrolled  by 
campus  police.  Students  chafed  under  George's  regimen 


as  they  had  under  Cook's.  Several  nights  after  the  chapel 
announcement,  according  to  the  campus  newspaper,  someone 
painted  on  the  stadium,  "in  concise  slang,"  a  stern  criticism  of 
the  new  administration.  Student  body  leaders  called  a  special 
meeting  to  discuss  the  issue.  Acknowledging  that  most  had 
wanted  Bennett  to  remain,  student  president  Reed  Green  urged 
the  student  leadership,  nonetheless,  to  support  the  new  man, 
which  they  did  with  a  censure  of  the  prank  and  a  resounding 
vote  of  confidence  in  George. 

Campus  life  was  not,  in  fact,  altogether  barren,  despite  the 
reinvigorated  social  code.  In  the  fall  of  1933,  the  old  Laundry 
was  converted  into  a  student  social  center,  with  a  college  store 
and  lounge  on  the  top  floor  and  a  barbershop  in  the  basement. 
The  store,  operated  by  student  workers,  sold  all  school  supplies 
except  books,  with  the  profits  going  to  the  athletic  program.  The 
black  and  gold  decorated  lounge  contained  tables  and  chairs, 
free  telephones  and  newspapers,  a  radio,  games,  electric  fans, 
and  gas  heaters.  The  student  body  sponsored  a  contest  to  name 
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In  1930,  legendary  bandmaster  John  Philip  Sousa  and  his  60-piece  band 
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the  facility.  After  a  faculty  committee  pared  the  ninety-five 
nominations  down  to  five,  the  students  chose  "Yellow  Jackets' 
Nest" — Yellowjackets  had  become  the  athletic  teams'  nickname 
sometime  in  the  mid-twenties — in  a  special  chapel  referendum. 
Sara  Weathersby  and  Kathryn  Simmons,  who  had  submitted 
the  winning  name,  split  the  grand  prize  of  $2.50  worth  of  store 
goods.  The  center  was  open  until  ten  o'clock  every  night  except 
Sunday.  In  lront  of  the  building  sat  the  old  band  hall,  which  had 
also  housed  the  old  barbershop.  The  college  Golf  Association 
now  acquired  this  wooden  frame  structure  for  a  clubhouse  and 
moved  it  to  the  recently  opened  nine -hole  course  just  west  of  the 
campus.  The  band  shifted  its  activities  elsewhere. 

As  the  school  grew,  student  life  began  to  take  on  the 
trappings  of  a  typical  four-year  college,  including  the  hazing 
of  freshmen.  By  the  early  thirties,  all  first-year  males  faced  the 
annual  head-shaving  ritual  as  well  as  the  dreaded  dispensation 
of  campus  equity  by  the  infamous  "Court  of  Permanent  Inter- 
class  Justice."  This  kangaroo  court  summoned  its  accused  in  a 
fashion  befitting  the  vermin  whose  title  each  freshman  bore. 
"Like  the  piper  of  old,"  said  the  campus  newspaper,  "the  Judge 
raps  and  rats  come  tumbling,  some  grumbling,  but  the  worst 
is  yet  to  come."  The  highlight  of  one  "rather  full  docket"  was 
the  case  of  Rats  Calender  and  Therman,  who  were  accused  of 
intelligence,  "a  serious  charge  for  a  rat."  The  tribunal  after  very 
brief  deliberation,  declared  the  defendants  patently  innocent 
and  sentenced  them  to  debate  the  proposition,  "A  nut  is  not  what 
it  is  cracked  up  to  be."  Their  performance,  of  course,  proved  a 
thorough  vindication  oi  the  court,  leaving  "no  doubt. ..as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  verdict."  Their  punishment  appears  rather 
mild  in  light  of  the  correspondent  s  none-too-subtle  report  that 
before  adjournment  "the  upper  classmen  reduced  the  seating 
capacity  of  some  ten  freshmen.  At  the  next  session.  Judge  Tumlin 
promises  much  weeping  and  wailing  and  fanning  of  seats." 

Other  activities  and  organizations  flourished  throughout 
most  of  the  STC  years.  In  1926,  the  twenty  four-piece  college 
band  traveled  with  the  "Know  Mississippi  Better"  tram  on 
an  extensive  tour  oi  the  eastern  United  States  and  Canada 
that  included  a  parade  down  Manhattan's  Fifth  Avenue  and 
a  performance  at  the  Palace  Theater.  For  four  years,  Audie 
Fugitt's  group  was  the  official  band  for  this  annual  traveling 
exhibition  of  Mississippi  boosterism,  which  took  them 
eventually  into  almost  every  state  in  the  union  as  well  as  to 
Canada  and  Mexico.  To  raise  money  for  these  nips,  the  voting 
musicians  played  such  events  as  the  Picayune  Peach  Carnival. 
the  Hattiesburg  Water  Carnival,  and  Trades  Pa\  fairs  in 
Sumrall,  Richton,  Wiggins,  and  New  Augusta. 

Fugitt  left  m  N2°>,  and  w  it h  the  onset  of  the  Depression, 
the  school  dissolved  the  band  and  sold  the  instruments  to 
raise  moncv.  'merest  revived  the  following  year  with  the 
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About  the  book: 


"Treasured  Past  Golden  Future:  The  Centennial 
History  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi" 

Expanding  upon  his  1987  text,  "Dearly  Bought, 
Deeply  Treasured,"  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Bo 
Morgan  outlines  the  evolution  of  the  institution 
and  tells  the  story  of  a  gracious  heritage,  born  of 
adversity  and  nurtured  by  a  century  of  perseverance 
and  determination.  From  the  success  of  its 
graduates  and  the  passion  of  its  devoted  faculty 
to  its  ability  to  meet  and  conquer  the  challenges 
brought  by  inadequate  state  funding,  world  wars, 
social  movements  and  natural  disasters,  the  author 
captures  the  persistent  spirit  and  strength  that 
is  the  unchanging  force  behind  the  University's 
success.  With  more  than  300  color  and  black  and 
white  illustrations,  this  book  will  be  a  perfect  gift 
for  Golden  Eagle  fans,  friends  and  alumni. 

List  Price:  $50 

NOW  AVAILABLE  AT: 

•  All  Barnes  &  Nobles  in  the  state  (Hattiesburg 
Campus  Book  Signing,  October  9,  2:00  PM  and 
Gulfport  Book  Signing,  October  23,  1:00  PM) 

•  Campus  Book  Mart,  Hattiesburg 

•  Main  Street  Books,  Downtown  Hattiesburg 
(Homecoming  Book  Signing  October  9,  11:00  AM) 

•  Lemuria  Books,  Jackson  (Book  Signing, 
October  12,5:00  PM) 

•  Square  Books,  Oxford 

•  Turning  Pages  Books  &  More  (Natchez) 

•  Amazon.com 

Chester  M.  Morgan,  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi,  is 
University  Professor  at  The  University  oj  Southern 
Mississippi.  He  is  the  author  of  "Redneck  Liberal: 
Theodore  G.  Bilbo  and  the  New  Deal,"  "Dearly  Bought 
Deeply  Treasured:  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi, 
1912-1987"  and  "A  Priceless  Heritage:  A  History  of  the 
Mississippi  Power  Company"  (with  Donald  Dana). 
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announcement  that  John  Philip  Sousa's  sixty-piece  band  would  present 
two  concerts  on  campus  in  the  fall.  Former  member  and  new  director 
Dewey  W.  Camp  returned  to  reorganize  the  STC  band,  which  on 
October  23,  1930,  appeared  at  the  Sousa  concert  to  perform  one  number 
under  the  direction  of  the  seventy-six-year-old  bandmaster  himself 
During  the  thirties  the  band,  under  Camp,  Fugitt  (who  returned  1933- 
36),  and  William  Morgan  Keller  (1936-43),  appeared  at  Mardi  Gras  in 
New  Orleans,  United  Confederate  Veterans  conventions  in  Montgomery 
and  Richmond,  the  Chicago  World's  Fair,  and  the  1933  inauguration  of 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  in  Washington,  in  addition,  of  course, 
to  SFC  football  games  and  other  local  events. 

Other  musical  programs  flourished,  as  Frank  Marsh  began  to 
develop  music  into  one  of  the  college's  stronger  departments.  In  1930, 
he  organized  the  A  Capella  Choir,  which  became  the  Vesper  Choir  a 
year  later.  Soon  afterward  Marsh  initiated  an  annual  tour  that  took 
the  young  singers  into  schools  and  churches  throughout  the  state, 
generating  goodwill  for  the  college  and  exhibiting  the  quality  of  its 
musical  program.  In  1932,  the  choir  joined  with  the  Hattiesburg 
Choral  Union  to  present  what  would  become  another  annual  college 
tradition,  the  December  performance  of  Handel's  Messiah. 

The  advent  of  a  campus  Greek  community  intensified  the  already 
mounting  pressure  on  the  administration  to  end  the  prohibition  of 
dancing.  In  January  1940,  President  George  finally  yielded  to  the 
relentless  forces  of  modernity,  but  it  was  largely  a  tactical  retreat.  The 
modified  rules  limited  dances  to  Friday  nights,  required  two  faculty 
or  staff  chaperones,  forbade  women  students  to  leave  the  site  of  the 
activity,  and  excluded  nonstudents.  "All  dances,"  the  new  regulation 
stated,  "shall  be  given  for  the  social  welfare  of  students,  faculty, 
and  officers  of  State  Teachers  College."  Having  sanctioned  formal 
dances  for  fraternities  and  sororities,  the  administration  could  hardly 
withhold  the  privilege  from  others.  There  was,  therefore,  a  separate 
code  for  "informal  dancing,"  which  was  permitted  during  designated 
hours  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  afternoons  and 
evenings.  Participants  again  had  to  provide  chaperones,  who  were  to 
insure  that  all  dancing  was  "in  accord  with  grace  and  rhythm  and  in 
every  respect  in  good  taste."  SI 
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Contact  us  at  the 

Thad  Cochran  Center 

for  your  next  event! 

Visit  www.  usm.  edulunionl reservations 
or  call  601.266.4399. 


where  you  need  it 
when  you  need  it 

in  a  relaxed  university  setting 

professional  atmosphere 

con  venient access 
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all  in  ONE  LOCATION 
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Centennial  Gala  Benefits  Arts  Programs 

Every  year,  South  Mississippi  art  patrons  clamor  for  the  spectacle  that  has  become 
a  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  tradition — the  annual  Arts  Gala. 

This  year,  patrons  entered  a  golden  time  machine  for  the  celebration  of  the 
University's  iOO  years  at  "Gold,"  the  2010  Centennial  Arts  Gala  September  16  in  the 
Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center. 

"This  event  directly  supports  the  arts  and  raises  awareness  of  the  extraordinary 
training  students  receive  in  our  arts  programs,"  said  Dr.  Denise  von  Herrmann,  dean 
of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Several  local  businesses  underwrote  some  of  the  event  costs  along  with  individuals 
who  gave  above  and  beyond  the  ticket  price  to  show  their  support. 

"As  a  showcase  of  student  and  faculty  work  alone,  the  Gala  is  an  invaluable  tool 
in  our  efforts  to  build  a  strong  base  of  appreciation  and  understanding  for  all  our  arts 
programs,"  von  Herrmann  said.  "Through  the  generous  donations  of  Gala  sponsors  we 
are  now  assured  of  even  greater  financial  support  as  a  result  of  this  wonderful  event." 

Beyond  the  financial  value,  "Gold"  was  another  amazing  experience  for  all  who 
attended.  The  performance  was  meticulously  designed  and  seamlessly  crafted  by  the 
minds  that  brought  the  worlds  of  Atlantis  and  Shangri-La,  as  well  as  the  2009  Arts 
Gala,  to  Hattiesburg.  Guests  went  on  an  extraordinary  journey  through  the  decades 
while  enjoying  the  combined  talents  of  more  than  500  performers. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 


Did  you  know  that  in  addition  to  attending  the  arts  gala, 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  support  to  the  arts  at  Southern 
Miss  on  an  annual  basis  is  through  Partners  for  the 
Arts?  Since  inception  in  1997,  Partners  has  generated 
almost  $700,000  for  the  Department  of  Art  and  Design, 
Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance,  and  the  School  of 
Music.  For  membership  information,  call  601.266.5922. 


Patrons  entered  a  golden 
time  machine  for  the  2010 
Centennial  Arts  Gala. 
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Beautification  Project  Shows  Pride  in  Gulf  Park  Campus 


It  took  one  week  for  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
students,  faculty,  staff  and  administrators  to  transform  a  building 
battered  by  Hurricane  Katrina  into  a  canvas  of  art  to  be  admired. 

During  the  University's  Welcome  Week  events,  hosted  by 
the  Department  of  Student  Services  and  held  during  the  first 
full  week  of  the  fall  semester,  students  and  employees  were 
invited  to  paint  six-foot  tall  boards  that  would  be  placed  in 
the  windows  of  the  Administration  Building  on  the  Gulf  Park 
campus  in  Long  Beach.  Heavily  damaged  by  Katrina,  the 
building  has  been  vacant  since  the  storm  struck  in  2005. 

A  total  of  45  paintings  hang  in  windows  on  the  buildings 
south  side.  In  addition  to  the  windows,  a  larger  painted  board 
was  placed  over  the  doorway  of  the  building,  bearing  the 
University's  traditional  black  and  gold  colors  and  featuring 
signatures  of  Gulf  Coast  employees. 

"The  Department  of  Student  Services  was  honored  to 


sponsor  this  project  for  our  students,  faculty,  and  staff,"  said 
Ann  Billings,  director  of  Student  Services.  "It  was  the  highlight 
of  our  Welcome  Week  activities  and  it  gave  us  the  opportunity 
to  provide  a  sense  of  community  to  our  campus." 

The  campus  beautification  project  was  among  many 
activities  for  students  during  Welcome  Week.  Various  campus 
tours,  a  student  services  fair  and  seminars  were  among  many 
events  scheduled  for  students.  To  cap  off  Welcome  Week, 
the  Department  of  Student  Services  presented  Eagle  Bash, 
which  featured  entertainment  from  local  musician  Brooks 
Hubbert  and  a  volleyball  tournament  sponsored  by  the  Student 
Government  Association. 

Right:  Student  Samantha  Cotton-Taylor  of  Gulfport,  a  junior  majoring  in  social 
work,  helps  a  friend  finish  a  painting  of  a  pelican.  The  painting  hangs  alongside 
44  other  boards  in  the  windows  of  the  Administration  Building  on  the  Gulf  Park 
Campus  in  Long  Beach. 
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Exhibition  to  Feature 
Work  of  Alumni 

The  Museum  of  Art's  Centennial 
Alumni  Exhibition  "100  Alumni"  will  open 
October  21  and  run  through  November  20. 

Participants  are  alumni  with  degrees 
from  the  Department  of  An  and  Design, 
who  graduated  in  2005  or  earlier,  and 
are  practicing  artists  who  have  submitted 
recent  works.  Artists  were  encouraged  to 
submit  up  to  three  works,  one  of  which 
was  chosen  for  exhibition. 

An  opening  reception  will  be  held 
Saturday,  Oct.  23.  at  5  p.m.  For  more 
information,  contact  Jan  Nesting,  museum 
director,  at  anmuscum@usm.edu. 


Fall  2010 
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Alumni  Put  a  'Twist7  on  New  Musical 


Vocal  coach  Maryann  Kyle  poses  with  the  young  star 
of  the  show  Alamon  Diamonsu,  who  plays  Twist. 


As  celebrities  walked  the  red  carpet  at  the  Sept.  15  premiere  of  "Twist,"  the 
musical  debuting  at  the  Alliance  Theatre  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  several  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  alumni  were  among  them. 

Grammy  nominated  composer,  producer  and  alumna  Tena  Clark  was  joined  by 
her  daughter  Cody  Clark  and  associate  professor  of  voice  Maryann  Kyle  on  the  set 
of  "Twist."  With  a  cast  of  30  Broadway-caliber  singer-actor-dancers  from  around  the 
country,  the  talent  on  stage  was  just  as  stellar  as  this  blockbuster  creative  team. 

Directed  by  legendary  director/choreographer  Debbie  Allen,  "Twist,"  which  is 
based  on  book  by  William  F.  Brown,  is  a  new  American  musical  that  puts  a  1928 
New  Orleans  spin  on  the  classic  Dickens  tale  of  "Oliver  Twist."  In  the  show,  Twist,  a 
mulatto  orphan  from  the  Big  Easy,  transforms  during  his  search  for  a  new  home.  The 
cast  and  crew  are  positive  that  the  show  will  make  it  to  Broadway. 

Although  initially  hesitant  to  enter  the  world  of  Broadway  musicals,  Clark  has 
written  50  songs  for  various  incarnations  of  "Twist"  in  the  past  20  years.  Kyle  was 
swept  onto  the  production  team  following  a  chance  invitation  to  visit  rehearsals,  as 
Allen,  who  had  recently  returned  from  London  after  winning  the  Olivier  Award  for 
her  revival  of  Tennessee  Williams'  "Cat  on  a  Hot  Tin  Roof,"  was  thoroughly  impressed 
with  Kyle's  singing  techniques. 

"Within  hours,  performances  were  greatly  expanded,"  Allen  said.  "I  am  so  glad 
she  came,  so  glad  to  know  her  and  can't  say  enough  that  her  technique  and  training  is 
what  all  actors,  dancers  and  singers  need  to  perfect  their  craft." 


Bringing  the  World  to 


A  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 


I9I9-20IO 


To  order,  call  Barnes  &  Noble  @  Southern  Miss,  601.266.4386. 
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THE  PRIDE  OF  MISSISSIPPI 

NEEDS  YOUR  SUPPORT 

The  Pride  of  Mississippi's  selection  for  the  2010  Macy's  Thanksgiving  Day  Parade 
is  a  first  for  Southern  Miss.   As  one  of  only  11  marching  bands  selected  from  across 
the  United  States,  The  Pride  and  Dixie  Darlings  will  be  seen  by  more  than  47  million 
viewers.   This  event  will  showcase  the  outstanding  Southern  Miss  Band  Program, 
School  of  Music  and  the  entire  state  of  Mississippi  in  honor  of  the  University's 
Centennial  celebration. 

We  need  your  help  to  make  this  incredible  journey  possible. 
PLEASE  MAKE  YOUR  DONATION  TODAY. 


To  donate,  contact  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  at 
601.266.5210  or  online  at  www.usmfoundation.com/giving.  Donate  by  mail  to: 
USM  Foundation  |  118  College  Dr.  #  5210  |  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 

*Make  checks  payable  to  the  USM  Foundation.  Designate  your  gift  to  fund  #0046/Macy's. 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  is  a  501  (c)(3)  organization   Gifts  are  tax-deductible  to  the  extent  of  IRS  regulations   Check  with  your  employer  to  see  if  your  gift  is  eligible  for  a  matching  gift. 
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by  Byron  Smith  Photos  by  Brice  Medio 

ince  the  beginning  of  human  history,  dance  has  been  a  major  part  of  society.  The  Romans  used  it  to 
mark  special  events,  while  Native  American  and  African  cultures  used  it  to  worship  their  ancestors. 
Some  cultures  even  used  dance  to  ready  men  for  war  and  to  celebrate  a  youth's  transition  to  adulthood. 
The  importance  of  dance  is  still  evident  in  many  current  customs.  For  example,  most  wedding  receptions  are 
not  truly  complete  without  the  bride  and  groom  performing  their  first  dance  as  a  couple. 

For  some,  dance  is  celebratory.  For  others,  dance  is  an  outlet  for  expression  that  gives  people  a  creative  way  to 
manage  the  stresses  of  everyday  life  while  tapping  into  their  spirit  of  individualism.  For  Nicole  Marquez,  dance 
has  taken  on  a  much  different  meaning.  It  has  become  a  source  of  empowerment  that  provides  the  determination 
and  discipline  needed  to  overcome  the  obstacles  that  come  with  recovering  from  a  major  accident. 

Nicole's  life  started  with  dreams  of  performing  on  Broadway.  Eventually,  these  dreams  led  the  Jackson 
native  to  Hattiesburg  to  pursue  dance  as  a  theatre  major  at  Southern  Miss.  During  her  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
Nicole  honed  her  skills  and  became  a  prominent  student  dancer.  In  2005,  Nicole  received  her  degree  and 
decided  it  was  time  to  pursue  her  dream  of  conquering  Broadway. 
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After  two  years  of  saving  money,  Nicole  was  finally  able  to  relocate  to  New  York. 
At  first,  the  move  to  New  York  seemed  to  be  a  great  thing.  Nicole  had  found  an 
apartment  and  was  receiving  favorable  feedback  on  her  auditions.  However,  one 
fateful  evening  changed  everything.  In  2007,  Nicole  arrived  at  her  apartment  to 
discover  that  she  was  locked  out.  After  remembering  her  windows  were  unlocked, 
Nicole  went  up  to  the  roof  to  enter  her  apartment  through  a  window.  Unfortunately, 
Nicole  misjudged  her  steps  and  fell  six  stories  to  the  concrete  with  nothing  but  a 
broken  glass  bottle  to  cushion  the  crash. 

Sometime  later,  an  unconscious  Nicole  woke  up  to  discover  that  her  life  had 
been  forever  changed.  The  fall  broke  her  neck,  back  and  pelvis,  and  she  suffered  a 
punctured  lung.  The  doctors  prognosticated  Nicole  would  not  walk  or  dance  again, 
but  she  had  other  ideas.  She  immediately  became  a  woman  on  a  mission  to  prove 
the  prognosis  wrong,  using  the  discipline  learned  through  years  of  dancing  to  guide 
her  through  the  painful  and  tedious  process  of  rehabilitation. 

Rehabilitation  for  Nicole  involved  relearning  even  the  most  basic  tasks  of 
walking  and  lifting  objects.  Although  the  process  proved  to  be  frustrating,  she 
used  that  frustration  to  push  through  the  pain  and  regain  her  strength.  "Time  is  an 
enemy  and  friend  during  recovery  because  it  presents  you  with  accomplishments 
and  setbacks,"  Nicole  said. 

Today,  Nicole  is  still  making  significant  strides  in  her  recovery  and  is  learning  to 
live  independently.  Despite  not  having  full  use  of  the  right  side  of  her  body,  Nicole 
still  choreographs  routines  for  numerous  groups  throughout  Mississippi  and  recently 
returned  to  the  stage  for  a  special  performance  to  thank  those  who  aided  in  her  recovery. 
In  addition  to  choreography,  Nicole  has  also  embarked  on  a  new  career  as  a  motivational 
speaker  to  inspire  people  to  achieve  greatness  by  pushing  beyond  their  capabilities. 

To  date,  Nicole  has  made  more  than  25  speaking  presentations  to  groups  such 
as  New  York  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Ridgeland  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the 
Mississippi  Arts  Commission.  She  speaks  on  numerous  topics  including  taking 
control  of  your  life  and  overcoming  setbacks. 

Nicole  hopes  people  will  look  at  her  experience  and  learn  "that  life  does  not  stop. 
You  still  have  to  keep  moving  by  doing  things  differently.  Bad  things  happen,  but 
they  can  be  conquered  through  faith  and  hard  work."  El 
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Baseball  Alumnus  Hits  Home  Run  with  College  of  Business  Scholarship 

After  graduating  from  Southern  Miss, 
Allison  earned  his  MBA  from  Loyola 
University  while  working  for  First  NBC 
Bank.  After  17  years  in  the  banking 
industry,  he  entered  the  investment 
business  where  he  has  been  for  the  last 
nine  years.  He  currently  serves  as  vice 
president/investments  for  Stifel  Nicolaus 
&  Company  in  Gulfport. 

Allison  is  a  member  of  the  USM 
Foundation  Honor  Club  and  serves  on 
the  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors 
as  the  Investment  Committee  chair.  He 
is  also  a  Life  Member  of  the  Alumni 
Association,  which  he  serves  as  chair  of 
the  Finance  Committee. 

The  Reed  Allison  Business 
Scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  student 
in  the  College  of  Business  who  is  a 
baseball  player  based  on  the  student's 
academic  performance  at  the  University. 

"Reed's  generosity  supports  both 
of  his  passions  at  Southern  Miss — the 
College  of  Business  and  baseball. 
This  scholarship  is  a  unique  way  to 
enhance  both  academics  and  athletics 
at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Dr.  Lance  Nail, 
dean  of  the  College  of  Business.  "And 
given  the  past  history  of  academically 
successful  baseball  players  in  the 
College  of  Business,  this  scholarship  will 
certainly  go  to  a  very  deserving  student- 
athlete.  We  are  so  appreciative  to  Reed 
for  remembering  the  values  learned 
at  Southern  Miss  and  giving  back  to 
recognize  and  benefit  those  students 
sharing  those  same  values." 

Allison  emphasizes  the  importance 
of  private  funding  for  Southern  Miss.  "It 
is  a  great  way  to  give  something  back  to 
a  place  that  has  given  so  much  to  me," 
said  Allison.  "It  also  hopefully  will  help 
the  baseball  team  eventually  be  able 
to  give  additional  scholarships  to  good 
athletes  that  need  it." 

For  more  information  on  the  Reed 
Allison  Business  Scholarship  or  to  make 
a  gift  to  the  USM  Foundation,  contact 
the  Foundation  at  601.266.5210. 


Reed  Allison 

A  gift  of  $30,000  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation 
from  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Reed 
Allison  will  fund  a  scholarship  in  the 
College  of  Business. 

Allison  is  a  1983  graduate  of  the 
College  of  Business,  where  he  majored 
in  marketing  and  played  on  the  baseball 
team.  During  his  time  at  Southern  Miss, 
Allison  balanced  the  demands  of  both 
academics  and  athletics.  "My  parents 
instilled  in  me  that  I  was  at  Southern 
Miss  first  to  get  an  education,  and 


second  to  play  baseball,"  he  said. 

While  Allison  attained  the 
knowledge  necessary  to  succeed  in  the 
finance  industry  in  the  classroom,  he 
learned  the  value  of  teamwork  outside 
the  classroom  and  on  the  field.  "Baseball 
instilled  in  me  a  competitiveness  that 
has  driven  me  throughout  my  financial 
career.  As  teammates,  we  knew  we 
were  playing  for  Southern  Miss  and 
representing  the  University,  which  I 
do  today  in  a  different  way,  but  it  still 
means  the  same  to  me,"  said  Allison. 
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USM  Foundation  Establishes  Oil  Spill  Response  Fund 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation 
established  the  Southern  Miss  Oil  Spill  Response  Fund  in  May 
as  an  opportunity  for  the  public  to  support  the  efforts  of  the 
Oil  Spill  Response  Team  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Under  the  appointment  of  University  President  Martha 
Saunders,  the  Oil  Spill  Response  Team  is  coordinating  the 
University  efforts  in  dealing  with  the  Deepwater  Horizon  oil 
spill  in  the  northern  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

"Southern  Miss  scientists  were  quick  responders  to  the  oil 
spill  disaster  and  have  already  provided  valuable  information 
to  federal  agencies  responsible  for  the  clean  up.  Monetary 
contributions  for  their  efforts  will  go  a  long  way  toward  enabling 
them  to  continue  their  work  at  this  critical  time,"  said  Saunders. 

The  Oil  Spill  Response  Team  is  comprised  of  scientists, 
faculty,  staff  and  students  from  the  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast 
Research  Laboratory  (GCRL),  the  Stennis  Space  Center  and  the 
Gulf  Park  and  Hattiesburg  campuses.  By  collaborating  with 
federal,  state  and  private  agencies,  the  response  team  is  working 
to  manage  and  mitigate  the  spills  impact  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

Southern  Miss  scientists  are  working  with  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Marine  Resources,  Mississippi  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality,  the  Northern  Gulf  Institute,  the 
National  Oceanographic  Atmospheric  Administration  (NOAA) 


and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  in  a  multi-pronged 
effort  to  examine  the  oil  spill  and  its  impacts. 

The  Department  of  Marine  Science  at  Stennis  Space 
Center  is  using  remote  sensing  techniques  to  monitor  the 
spill.  Working  in  conjunction  with  NOAA,  they  have  set  up 
a  coastal  radar  array  that  will  provide  maps  of  ocean  surface 
currents  to  allow  for  more  accurate  forecasting  of  the  spill's 
trajectory.  Scientists  at  GCRL  are  working  closely  with 
the  Mississippi  Department  of  Marine  Resources  and  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  to  examine 
the  biological  and  chemical  effects  of  the  spill. 

Vice  President  for  Advancement  Bob  Pierce  stated,  "The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  prides  itself  on  making 
a  difference  in  the  lives  of  its  constituents  in  both  good  and 
bad  times.  The  fact  that  Southern  Miss  has  taken  a  leadership 
role  in  responding  to  this  disaster  shouldn't  surprise  anyone, 
and  I  know  that  our  involvement  will  make  a  difference.  The 
Oil  Spill  Response  fund  will  give  everyone  who  wants  to 
participate  financially  in  our  efforts  the  opportunity  to  do  so 
for  the  betterment  of  South  Mississippi  and  the  Gulf  South." 

To  make  a  gift  to  the  Southern  Miss  Oil  Spill  Response  fund, 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com/oilspill.  For  more  information 
about  the  Oil  Spill  Response  Team,  visit  www.usm.edu/oilspill. 
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SOUTHERN  MISS:  LEADING  THE  WA\ 
IN  RESEARCH  AND  RESPONSE 

IN  THE  GULF 

RESPOND  TODAY  AND  GIVE  YOUR  GIFT  TO  THE  GULF  COAST. 

AA/EOE/ADAI      UC  63222.5210  8.10 
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THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

Over  100  years,  Southern  Miss  has  grown  from  a  small  teacher's  college 
into  a  nationally  recognized  research  university.  Regardless  of  the  size  of  i 
your  gift,  you  can  be  instrumental  in  shaping  the  future  of  the  University 
and  help  lead  Southern  Miss  into  another  abundantly  successful  century. 


Join  us  in  celebrating  the  Centennial  of 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  with 

a  gift  to  the  Southern  Miss  Annual  Fund. 

Visit  www.usmfoundation.com/annualfund  or  call  601.266.5210  for  more  information  on  annual  giving. 
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Loyal  Alumnus  Establishes  Scholarships  in 
Honor  of  Wife  and  Daughters 

A  gift  from  Joseph  F.  Boardman  will 
help  to  fund  scholarships  in  honor  of  his 
wife  and  two  daughters  in  the  College  of 
Business,  College  of  Arts  and  Letters,  and 
College  of  Health. 

A  1953  graduate  of  the  College  of 
Business,  Boardman  has  remained 
connected  to  his  alma  mater  through  both 
his  generosity  and  service.  Boardman 
served  as  president  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association  in  1986-87  and  served 
multiple  terms  as  a  member  of  the  USM 
Foundation  Board  of  Directors. 

In  1957,  Boardman  married  lifelong 
friend  Betty  Green,  who  was  working  at 
the  time  as  a  nurse  at  the  U.S.  Veterans 
Hospital  in  Gulfport,  Miss.  She  continued 
her  nursing  career  until  she  retired  m 
1958  to  raise  her  family.  To  honor  his  wife, 
Boardman  has  established  the  Betty  Green 
Boardman  School  of  Nursing  Scholarship 
Endowment  at  Southern  Miss.  The  recipient  of  the  scholarship 
will  be  a  student  majoring  in  nursing  with  a  minimum  3.0  GPA. 
"Betty  was  very  dedicated  to  her  profession  in  nursing,"  said 
Boardman.  "It  is  most  appropriate  that  I  honor  her  continued 
caring  nature  with  a  scholarship  in  nursing." 

In  honor  of  his  youngest  daughter,  Joli  Boardman  Pecht, 
Boardman  established  the  Joli  Boardman  Pecht  College  of 
Business  Scholarship  Endowment.  Pecht  graduated  from  Southern 
Miss  with  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in  business  administration 
in  1983.  After  receiving  her  Master  of  Business  Administration 
and  Juris  Doctorate  from  the  University  of  Mississippi  in  1987, 
Pecht  moved  to  Houston  and  pined  the  law  firm  Fulbright  & 
Jaworski.  She  resides  in  Houston  with  her  husband  where  she  is 
currently  the  assistant  general  counsel  at  MAXXAM  Inc. 

The  Joli  Boardman  Pecht  College  of  Business  Scholarship 
will  be  awarded  to  a  junior  or  senior  enrolled  in  the  College 
of  Business  with  a  minimum  3.0  GPA.  "The  education  and  life 
experiences  I  had  at  Southern  Miss  have  had  lasting  benefits 
for  me,"  said  Pecht.  "I  am  hopeful  that  the  scholarship  will  help 
young  people  reach  their  educational  goals." 

Boardman's  oldest  daughter,  Jane  Boardman  Seal,  always 
had  a  passion  for  art.  After  graduating  from  Mississippi 
University  for  Women  in  1980  with  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  commercial  art,  Seal  spent  three  years  working  for 
Congressman  Trent  Lott  in  Washington,  D.C.  In  2000,  Seal 
earned  her  master's  degree  in  elementary  education  from  the 


From  left  are  Joli  Boardman  Pecht,  Jane  Boardman  Seal,  Betty  Boardman  and  Joe  Boardman,  Jr.  A  gift  from 
Joe  Boardman  will  help  to  fund  scholarships  in  honor  of  his  wife  and  two  daughters. 

University  of  West  Florida.  Seal  is  now  an  art  teacher  at  S.S. 
Dixon  Primary  School  in  Pace,  Fla.  "Art  education  allows  me 
to  share  my  love  of  art  with  my  students,  to  enable  them  to 
explore  the  many  materials  and  methods  of  creating,  and  to 
open  their  eyes  to  some  of  the  ways  art  impacts  them,  from 
world  cultures  to  book  illustrations,"  said  Seal. 

Because  of  Seal's  dedication  to  art  education,  her  father  has 
established  the  Jane  Boardman  Seal  Art  Education  Scholarship 
Endowment  at  Southern  Miss.  The  scholarship  will  be  awarded 
to  a  student  majoring  in  art  education  with  a  minimum  3.0  GFA. 

"Education  is  something  that  is  very  important  to  me  and 
to  my  family,"  said  Boardman.  "The  more  scholarships  we  can 
provide,  the  more  opportunities  we  give  to  students  in  need. 
Giving  the  gift  of  education  is  the  right  thing  to  do  tor  those 
who  have  the  means." 

Beyond  his  dedication  to  Southern  Miss,  Boardman  committed 
18  years  of  service  to  the  Harrison  County  Development 
Commission.  In  1972,  he  was  elected  to  the  Hancock  Bank 
Advisory  Board,  and  has  since  served  as  a  member  ol  the  Hancock 
Bank  Board  of  Directors,  including  as  chairman  from  1987  to  2007, 

"Joe  Boardman's  loyalty  to  Southern  Miss  is  truly  inspiring." 
said  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas,  president  emeritus  ol  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi.  "Ella  and  1  treasure  our  friendship  with 
Joe  and  Betty  and  remember  with  pleasure  having  their  daughter 
Joli  here  as  a  student.   These  generous  scholarships  honor  three 
really  fine  people  and  will  benefit  students  through  the  years." 
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Mike  Bonnette 


USM  Foundation  Welcomes  Associate 
Director  for  Development 

Mike  Bonnette  joined  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Foundation  staff  in 
August  as  associate  director  for  development. 
In  this  key  management  role,  Bonnette 
will  oversee  the  Foundation's  development 
activities,  campaign  planning,  annual 
giving,  major  gifts  and  planned  gifts  and  the 
communications  and  special  events  functions. 
He  is  also  responsible  for  directing  the  efforts 
of  the  Foundation's  development  officers. 

"Mike  is  exactly  what  we  were  looking  for 
in  our  new  associate  director  for  development," 
said  Bob  Pierce,  vice  president  for  advancement 
and  executive  director  of  the  USM  Foundation. 
"His  combination  of  development  experience 
at  a  major  research  university  coupled  with 
management  experience  in  the  private  sector 
made  his  background  and  skill  set  perfectly 
suited  for  this  important  position.  We  are  glad 
to  have  him  here." 
Bonnette  comes  to  the  USM  Foundation  during  a  major  transition  in  fundraising 
efforts.  With  a  priority  to  focus  on  the  University's  top  fundraising  initiatives  as 
defined  by  the  University's  Executive  Cabinet,  the  development  staff  will  move  from 
college-based  fundraising  to  initiative-based  fundraising. 

"I  truly  believe  this  transition  to  a  centralized,  initiative-based  fundraising 
model  will  be  a  game  changer  for  fundraising  at  Southern  Miss,"  said  Pierce.  "In 
the  new  structure,  the  development  officers  will  work  as  a  team  to  generate  private, 
charitable  funding  for  the  top  priorities  identified  bythe  University  administration. 
I  expect  us  to  raise  more  money  on  an  annual  basis  and  to  form  stronger 
relationships  with  our  donors." 

Before  joining  the  USM  Foundation  staff,  Bonnette  was  responsible  for  major 
and  volunteer  board  giving  at  Clemson  University  where  he  served  as  a  central  staff 
development  officer.  Bonnette  also  brings  experience  from  his  work  in  Alumni  Affairs 
at  Clemson  where  he  held  the  positions  of  director  of  business  development  and 
director  of  marketing  and  communications. 

Bonnette  is  a  two-time  graduate  of  Clemson  University,  where  he  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  agricultural  education  and  a  master's  degree  in  human  resource  development. 
Prior  to  his  work  in  development,  Bonnette  worked  in  the  agricultural  chemical 
industry  in  account  management  and  sales  and  marketing  support.  He  plans  to 
complete  a  doctorate  in  higher  education  administration  within  the  next  year.  Bonnette 
and  his  wife  Amy  have  two  children:  Carson,  3  years  old,  and  Laura,  5  months  old. 

The  USM  Foundation  also  announces  Nichelle  Cole  as  its  new  pledge  specialist. 
Cole,  who  formerly  held  the  role  of  administrative  assistant  in  the  Foundation,  is 
a  Southern  Miss  graduate.  MaryAnn  Parrish  and  Karyn  Dew  have  also  joined  the 
Foundation  staff.  Parrish,  a  former  director  of  development  for  the  Salvation  Army, 
replaced  Cole  in  the  role  of  administrative  assistant.  Dew  has  been  hired  as  a  research 
specialist  and  is  a  Southern  Miss  graduate  as  well. 


The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation,  in 
conjunction  with  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Department  of 
Parking  Management,  is  pleased  to 
once  again  offer  parking  decals  as  a 
benefit  of  Honor  Club  membership 
in  the  USM  Foundation.  Decals 
expire  in  2012  and  are  numbered 
and  assigned  to  current  Honor  Club 
members.  If  you  have  not  already 
requested  your  parking  decals, 
please  contact  Coordinator  of  the 
Honor  Club  and  Special  Events 
Christen  Bean  via  e-mail  at 
christen.bean@usm.edu  or  by 
phone  at  601.266.6292. 


Foundation  Contact 
Information  Changes 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  has  a  new  phone  number 
and  mailing  address  to  accompany  its 
new  offices  in  the  Trent  Lott  Center  for 
Excellence  in  Economic  Development 
and  Entrepreneurship  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus.  The  USM  Foundation  can  now 
be  contacted  by  phone  at  601.266.5210 
and  via  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  at  118 
College  Drive  #5210,  Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi  39406-0001. 

The  organization's  other  contact 
information  remains  the  same.  The  primary 
e-mail  address  is  foundation@usm.edu, 
the  fax  number  is  601.266.5735  and  the 
Web  site  is  www.usmfoundation.com. 
Alumni,  friends  of  the  University  and  donors 
are  invited  to  visit  the  Foundation's  offices 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  Trent  Lott  Center 
during  its  regular  business  hours  from  8 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday. 
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Beginning  in  January  2011, 
the  minimum  amount  required 
to  establish  an  endowment  with 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Foundation  will 
increase  from  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

The  USM  Foundation  Board 
of  Directors  approved  the  new 
minimum  endowment  level  at  its 
June  2010  meeting.  This  change 
will  not  affect  membership  in  the 
Honor  Club,  which  is  awarded 
to  individuals  who  have  given 
cumulative  gifts  of  $10,000  or 
more  to  the  USM  Foundation. 

In  addition,  funds  established 
with  the  Foundation  prior  to 
the  end  of  December  2010  that 
are  not  fully  endowed  by  the 
end  of  the  calendar  year  will  be 
grandfathered  in  at  the  $10,000 
minimum. 

If  you  have  questions, 
or  for  more  information  on 
establishing  an  endowment  with 
the  USM  Foundation,  please  call 
601.266.5210. 


Hattiesburg  Sertoma  Club's  Contributions  to 
DuBard  School  Top  $120,000 


Members  of  the  Sertoma  Club  of  Hattiesburg  presented  a  check  for  $18,000  to  the  DuBard  School  for 
Language  Disorders  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  on  August  12. 

The  Sertoma  Club  of  Hattiesburg  made  its  largest  philanthropic  contribution 
to  date  by  presenting  the  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders  with  a  check  for 
$18,000  on  August  12. 

The  34-member  club  raised  the  money  through  its  annual  "drawdown"  event  held 
this  past  May.  Since  2001,  the  club  has  donated  a  total  of  $121,700  to  the  DuBard 
School,  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

The  DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders  was  established  in  1962  and  is  a 
clinical  division  of  the  Southern  Miss  Department  of  Speech  and  Hearing  Sciences. 
The  school  serves  children  with  severe  language/speech  disorders  and/or  hearing 
impairments  and  provides  guidance  and  counseling  for  parents  and  families  of  the 
children.  The  school  is  a  practicum  site  for  university  students  majoring  in  speech- 
language  pathology,  audiology,  or  deaf  education.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.usm.edu/dubard. 


USM  Foundation  Unveils  New  Logo 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  recently  unveiled  a  new  logo  that  will 
be  used  to  promote  the  organization's  identity  in 
both  printed  and  Web-based  communications. 

The  redesigned  logo,  which  was  created 
by  the  Southern  Miss  Office  of  University 
Communications,  is  intended  to  portray  strength, 
tradition  and  pride  by  featuring  the  University's 
black  and  gold  color  scheme  and  dome  logo 
enclosed  in  a  distinctive  shield. 

The  USM  Foundation  Board  of  Directors  adopted 
the  logo  during  its  June  2010  meeting. 


Vice  President  for  University  Advancement  and 
Executive  Director  of  the  USM  Foundation  Bob  Fierce 
stated,  "I  believe  the  new  mark  of  the  Foundation  is  very 
appropriate  for  what  we  are  doing.  The  Foundation  is 
entering  a  new  era  during  the  midst  oi  the  University's 
Centennial  Celebration,  and  1  am  proud  of  all  the  logo 
communicates.  Hopefully,  when  our  constituents 
view  the  logo,  they  will  think  ol  the  strength  ot  the 
Foundation  while  remembering  the  importance  of  the 
University  to  all  those  it  impacts  in  a  positive  waj 

For  more  information  about  the  USM 
Foundation,  please  visit  www.usmfoundation.com. 
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Hammond  Joins  Athletics  Staff 


Maj.  Gen 


United  States  Army  Maj.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond,  a  former 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi  student-athlete  and  football 
standout,  is  joining  the  Golden  Eagle  athletic  staff  as  a  senior 
associate  director  of  athletics.  Hammond  will  begin  his  new 
assignment  at  Southern  Miss  in  mid-October.  He  will  be 
primarily  working  in  athletic  development  and  fund  raising. 

Hammond  began  his  military  career  in  1978  following 
graduation  from  Southern  Miss,  where  he  earned  bachelor's 
and  masters  degrees  in  special  education.  He  was  a 
quarterback  from  f  976  to  1978  and  team  captain  for  the 
Golden  Eagle  football  team.  Upon  graduation,  he  was 


commissioned  as  a  second  lieutenant. 

Most  recently,  Hammond  commanded  a  division  of  28,000 
soldiers  and  their  families  at  war  for  15  months,  resulting  in 
long-term  sustainable  security  across  Baghdad,  Iraq.  Under 
unpredictable  conditions  his  soldiers  brought  discipline  and 
structure  to  Baghdad,  doubling  the  size  of  the  Iraqi  Security 
Forces,  building  more  than  200  schools,  medical  clinics 
and  support  facilities,  creating  more  than  50,000  jobs  and 
decreasing  violence  by  over  80  percent. 

"It  is  the  honor  of  my  lifetime  to  receive  this  special 
opportunity  to  serve  and  work  for  the  betterment  of  a 
university  and  community  whose  people  I  admire,  and  love," 
added  Hammond.  "I  am  forever  indebted  to  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  for  caring  and  nurturing  me  as  a  college 
student  and  young  adult." 

Hammond  s  professional  military  decorations  include  earning 
the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  twice,  Defense  Superior  Service 
Medal,  Legion  of  Merit  and  The  Bronze  Star  three  times.  In 
addition,  he  earned  the  Combat  Action  Badge  and  was  awarded 
the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  and  Army  Staff  Identification  badges.  He  is 
a  proud  and  honored  member  of  both  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Sports  and  Alumni  halls  of  fame. 

Hammond  and  his  wife  Diane,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna, 
have  been  married  for  27  years.  They  have  two  children, 
Michael  and  Megan. 


Golfer  Plucienski  on  a  Roll 

Derek  Plucienski  became  the  first  Southern  Miss  golfer  to  win 
a  tournament  in  four  years,  tying  for  medalist  honors  at  the  UTA/ 
Waterchase  Intercollegiate,  hosted  by  Texas-Arlington  in  late  September. 
Plucienski  became  the  first  Golden  Eagle  men's  golfer  to  win  a 
tournament  since  Joel  Myrick  won  the  2006  Adams  Cup  of  Newport. 

Plucienski's  54-hole  total  of  209  was  the  seventh-lowest  in  school 
history  and  included  a  second  round  of  65.  The  New  Orleans  native's 
outstanding  performance  came  just  one  week  after  he  tied  a  Golden 

'=  record  round  of  63,  helping  him  to  a  second-place  finish  at  the  Sam 
Intercollegiate  in  Hattiesburg. 

/hile  the  redshirt  junior  has  been  a  standout,  other  Golden  Eagles 
i  posted  low  scores  as  well.  At  the  UTA/Waterchase  Intercollegiate, 
dshirt  junior  Nick  Brown  shot  two  rounds  under  par,  including  a 
cond-round  69,  and  finished  seventh.  As  a  team,  the  Golden  Eagles 
ot  a  299  to  take  home  second  place,  their  best  finish  of  the  season, 
the  Sam  Hall  Intercollegiate,  senior  Brett  Hobbs  shot  a  first  round 
6,  and  posted  the  first  top-20  finish  of  his  career,  as  he  tied  for  12th. 
'so  there,  Brown's  final  round  68  helped  him  tie  Golden  Eagle  Freddie 
nneck  for  31st.  Janneck's  first  round  70  was  his  lowest  of  the  three- 
round  tournament. 
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Palmer,  Wilson  Elected  to  Mississippi 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame 


Fao/py 


Corky  Palmer 


Jerrel  Wilson 


The  2011  induction  class  of  the  Mississippi 
Sports  Hall  of  Fame  will  include  former 
Southern  Miss  head  baseball  coach  Corky 
Palmer  and  one  of  the  greatest  punters  of  all- 
time,  Jerrel  Wilson. 

Palmer  coached  baseball  at  all  levels  for  32  years 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  but  is  most  remembered 
for  turning  his  Alma  Mater  at  Southern  Miss  into 
one  of  the  nation's  elite  programs. 

In  his  12  years  at  the  helm  of  the  Golden 
Eagles,  Palmer  amassed  a  458-281-1  record 
while  guiding  Southern  Miss  to  eight  NCAA 
Regionals,  including  seven  straight  from 
2003  to  2009.  It  was  also  Palmer  who  guided 
Southern  Miss  to  the  2009  College  World 
Series,  one  of  the  most  memorable  events  in  the 
history  of  Southern  Miss  athletics. 

Joining  Palmer  in  the  Mississippi  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  2011  induction  class  is  former 
Southern  Miss  punter  Jerrel  Wilson,  who  is  the 
only  punter  in  professional  football  history  to 
lead  the  league  in  punting  average  four  times. 
In  his  14-year  pro  career  he  played  more  games 
in  a  Kansas  City  Chiefs/Dallas  Texans  uniform 
than  any  other  player  in  franchise  history, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Pro  Football  Hall  of 
Fame's  Ail-Time  AFL  team. 

The  other  members  of  the  induction  class  are: 
Jeff  Brantley,  Con  Maloney,  Rita  Easterling  and 
Mike  Kinnison.  The  six  will  be  enshrined  at  the 
49th  annual  BancorpSouth  Mississippi  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  Weekend  on  July  29-30,  2011. 


Baseball  Opens  Fall  Practice 

The  Southern  Miss  baseball  team  began  working 
toward  their  ninth  consecutive  NCAA  Regional  as 
they  opened  fall  practice  in  late  September  at  Pete 
Taylor  Park. 

Head  Coach  Scott  Berry  will  welcome  m  16  new 
players  as  he  begins  his  second  season  at  the  helm  ol 
the  program  and  11th  season  overall  at  Southern  Miss 
next  spring. 

The  Eagles  will  play  two  exhibitions  this  fall  as 
they  host  cross-town  William  Carey  on  October  23  at 

"The  Pete."  First  pitch  is  set  for  2  p.m.  Fans  will  get  one  last  chance  to  see  the  team  in 
action  this  fall  on  October  31,  as  the  team  plays  its  annual  black  and  gold  game. 

The  Golden  Eagles  open  the  2011  season  on  February  18  at  Pete  Taylor  Park 


The  Lady  Eagle  soccer  team's 

non-conference  victories  at  home 

against  zero  defeats. 


The  number  of  Lady  Eagle  cross 

country  runners  finishing  in  the 

top  eight  at  the  Gulf  Coast  XC 

Stampede  in  late  September,  as  the 

team  won  its  second  meet  of  the 

fall  season. 


The  number  of  times  in  her  career 
that  Lady  Eagle  volleyball  player 
Kelsea  Seymour  has  been  named 

Conference  USA  Setter  of  the 

Week,  after  winning  the  award  in 

mid-September. 


The  number  of  wins  the  men's  tennis 

team  posted  in  nine  matches  at  the 

Southern  Miss  Fall  Invitational. 


128 


The  number  of  student-athletes  who 
earned  a  3.0  grade  point  average 
or  higher  for  the  spring  semester. 
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Golden  Eagle 
Football  Gains 
Momentum  Entering 
C-USAPlay 

Following  a  tough  loss  at  South 
Carolina  to  open  the  season,  the 
Southern  Miss  football  team  won 
three  straight  games  to  close  the  non- 
conference  portion  of  its  schedule. 

Although  a  win  over  Prairie  View 
A&M  evened  the  Golden  Eagles'  record  at 
1-1,  perhaps  most  impressive  of  the  early 
season  victories  was  a  31-16  win  over 
Kansas,  a  member  of  Big  12  Conference. 
The  win  was  the  third  straight  at  home 
for  the  program  over  a  school  from  a 
Bowl  Championship  Series  automatic- 
qualifying  league,  including  Virginia  in 
2009  and  North  Carolina  State  in  2006, 
both  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Conference. 
The  win  was  also  the  Golden  Eagles' 
10th  straight  at  home  overall,  a  streak 
that  stretches  back  to  midway  through 
the  2008  season. 

In  the  Kansas  game,  quarterback 
Austin  Davis  completed  19  of  24  passes 
for  155  yards  and  ran  for  61  yards  and  a 
touchdown,  and  Desmond  Johnson  ran 
for  89  yards  and  a  touchdown.  While 
the  offense  performed  well,  a  complete 
team  effort  was  the  story.  Southern  Miss 
held  Kansas  to  274  total  yards,  and  the 
Golden  Eagles  were  in  the  Jayhawks' 
backfield  all  night  long,  finishing 
with  10  tackles  for  a  loss,  including 
four  sacks.  Special  teams  affected  the 
outcome  of  the  game  as  well,  as  just 
before  the  half  Tim  Green  burst  through 
the  line  to  block  a  punt,  and  Deron 
Wilson  scooped  up  the  ball  for  an  easy 
7-yard  score  and  a  21-3  lead. 

A  week  later,  the  defense  led  the 
Golden  Eagles  to  a  13-12  victory  over 
Louisiana  Tech.  Southern  Miss  led  13-3 
in  the  fourth  quarter;  however,  it  was 
not  until  Wilson  picked  off  Louisiana 
Tech  quarterback  Tarik  Hakmi  at  the 
Southern  Miss  20-yard  line  with  2:31 


left,  and  Davis  hit  receiver  Kelvin  Bolden 
on  a  key  56-yard  completion,  that  the 
Golden  Eagles  were  able  to  run  out  the 
clock  and  secure  victory. 

"1  told  them  there's  no  such  thing  as 
a  bad  win,"  Head  Coach  Larry  Fedora 
said.  "I  was  very  proud  of  all  the  adversity 
we  overcame.  They  persevered.  There 
was  never  a  point  in  the  game  where  the 
defense  said  anything  other  than  they 
were  going  to  win  this  game.  There  was 
nobody  with  their  head  down  on  the 
other  side  of  the  ball.  They  just  knew  we 


needed  to  make  a  play  and  they  got  it." 
Fedora  was  particularly  pleased  with 
the  play  of  defensive  tackle  Anthony  Gray. 
"The  last  three  weeks  Anthony  Gray 
has  been  motivated  and  really  a  man 
on  a  mission,"  the  head  coach  said. 
"He  has  been  selected  captain  the  past 
three  weeks  by  the  coaches  and  that  is 
all  based  on  the  way  he  has  played  in 
the  games.  He  knows  that  he  basically 
has  two  more  months  of  football  here  at 
Southern  Miss." 

The  team  began  Conference  USA 
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play  by  hosting  Marshall  on  Oct.  2. 
Homecoming  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  9 
versus  East  Carolina,  while  the  team 
will  also  host  UAB  on  Oct.  20  and 
Houston  on  Nov.  20. 

"Our  goals  are  to  win  the  East 
(Division)  and  play  for  a  C-USA 
Championship  and  that  all  starts  this 
week,"  Fedora  said  prior  to  the  Marshall 
game.  "We  will  practice  the  same  and 
nothing  will  change  in  the  way  we 
prepare,  but  they  know  this  is  for  all  the 
marbles  now." 


IATE        * 
1/04 
1/17/10 
1/22/10 
7/10 
12/01/10 


OPPONENT 
William  ( 
South  Alabama 
AAcNeese  State 
Spring  Hill 
Alcorn  State 


HARDWOOD  CLUB  HOLIDAY  TOURNAMENT 

12/29/10  Mississippi  Valley  State  ' 

12/30/10  Savannah  State/Southeastern  Louisiana 


1/05/11 

Houston  * 

1/15/11 

UCF  * 

1/19/11 

Memphis  * 

1/29/11 

Tulane  * 

2/05/1 1 

Marshall  * 

2/16/11 

UTEP 

2/19/11 

East  Carolina 

3/02/1 1 

UAB  * 

7  p.m. 
TBA 

7  p.m. 
4  p.m. 
7  p.m. 
4  p.m. 
4  p.m 
7  p.m 
4  p.m. 
7  p.m 


WOMEN'S  BASKETBALL  HOME  SCHEDULE 


11/03/10 
11/12/10 
11/21/10 


Mobile  # 
McNeese  State 
New  Orleans 


LADY  EAGLE  THANKSGIVING  CLASSIC 

11/26/10  Louisiana-Lafayette 

1  1  /27/1 0  Kentucky/Murray  State 


5  p.m. 
TBA 


12/04/10 

Arkansas-Little  Rock 

12/15/10 

Mississippi  State 

12/28/10 

Alabama 

1/06/11 

UAB  * 

1/16/11 

Tulsa  * 

1/23/11 

East  Carolina  * 

1/27/11 

SMU  * 

2/06/11 

Marshall  * 

2/17/11 

Memphis  * 

2/20/11 

Rice  * 

2/27/1 1 

UCF  * 

*  C-USA  game 

#  Exhibition 

Fall  2010 
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Volunteer  Organizations  Moving  Full  Steam  Ahead 
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Steve  Fraiser  and  Edd  Jussely  man  an  Eagle  Club  booth  at  the  Alumni  Association's 
Golden  Eagle  Fanfare. 

Eagle  Club  volunteers  in  Jackson,  Hattiesburg  and  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  were  active  this  summer  and  have  even 
more  planned  for  the  future. 

Jackson  volunteers  have  set  lofty  goals  including  growing 
the  Eagle  Club,  cultivating  relationships  with  businesses  that 
support  Southern  Miss  and  increasing  awareness  of  Eagle 
Club  activities  and  programs  in  the  area.  In  addition,  the 
volunteers  organize  bus  and  train  trips  to  away  games  and  host 


weekly  luncheons  each  Thursday  at  Trustmark  Park,  site  of 
the  next  three  Conference  USA  Baseball  Tournaments.  Finally, 
the  group  has  adopted  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  and  Big 
Brothers  Big  Sisters  by  purchasing  25  football  season  tickets 
and  donating  the  tickets  to  the  organizations. 

Under  the  leadership  of  director  Sherry  Arrington,  South 
Central  Mississippi  Eagle  Club  (Hattiesburg  area)  volunteers 
formed  their  group  in  late  July.  The  group's  first  official  monthly 
meeting  was  held  in  early  August.  Like  the  Jackson  group,  the 
South  Central  group  is  working  to  increase  involvement  in  the 
Eagle  Club.  In  addition,  they  are  planning  bus  trips  to  away 
football  games  and  the  Conference  USA  Baseball  Tournament. 
For  more  information  on  the  South  Central  group,  contact 
Sherry  Arrington  at  sherry.arrington@yahoo.com. 

The  Gulf  Coast's  first  volunteer  luncheon  of  the  season 
was  held  on  August  19  and  organized  by  co-directors  Pam 
Thompson  and  Brenda  Walker.  The  group  is  hosting  an  Eagle 
Club  luncheon  every  other  week  at  Mugshots  in  Biloxi.  On 
November  3,  Maj.  Gen.  Jeff  Hammond,  who  will  join  the 
Athletic  department  staff  in  October,  will  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  a  luncheon  at  Mary  Mahoney's  in  Biloxi.  The  event  is 
open  to  the  public  and  begins  at  noon. 

For  more  information  on  the  group,  visit  the  Southern  Miss 
Coast  Eagle  Club  Facebook  page. 


Athletic  Foundation  Board  of  Directors 


The  2010-11  Athletic  Foundation 
Board  of  Directors  began  work  on  July  1. 

Seated  from  left  to  right  are  Past 
President  Krandall  Howell,  Past 
President  Mack  Grubbs,  Past  President 
Mickey  Hudson,  Chief  Executive  Officer 
Richard  C.  Giannim,  Treasurer  Al 
Gordy,  Vice  President/President-Elect 
Spencer  Adams,  University  President 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders,  President  Vic 


Roberts,  Secretary  Richard  Johnston, 
Past  President  Nick  Welch,  Past  President 
Aubrey  Collum,  Past  President  Dr.  Wayne 
Adkison  and  Past  President  Bobby  Dews. 
Standing  are:  Christi  Holloway,  lifetime 
member  Dr.  Shelby  Thames,  Missy  McGee, 
Forrest  Roberts,  Randy  Pope,  Kevin  Giddis, 
Larry  Payne,  W.A.  Payne,  Dr.  Dennis 
Phillips,  Clarence  Weatherspoon,  Tim 
Hallman,  Will  Spann,  Charlie  Rogers,  Mark 


Roberts,  Steve  Moore,  Dr.  Mike  Molleston, 
Dick  Simmons  and  Col.  Tyler  Fletcher. 
Not  pictured  are:  Sharon  Herrin, 
Steve  Carmody,  Charlie  Sutherland,  Mike 
Dyess,  Jimmy  Payne,  Past  President  Bob 
Mixon,  Past  President  Mike  Landrum, 
lifetime  member  H.  David  "Doc"  Roberts, 
lifetime  member  Gene  Carlisle,  lifetime 
member  Paul  "Bud"  Holmes  and  Past 
President  Dr.  Doug  Rouse. 
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One  Stop  Shopping  for  Student 
New  and  Used  Textbooks 
School  Supplies 

Located  on  Hardy  Street  across  fro 
the  main  entrance  to  Campus  by  IH 
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COVERING 


the  COAST1 


Southern  Miss  Researchers  Respond  to  the  Oil  Spill 
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Beginning  in  the  days  following  the  British  Petroleum  oil  spill, 
Southern  Miss  researchers  have  studied  its  diverse  effects.  In  the  top 
photo,  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  researchers  return  to  shore. 
In  the  photo  above  are  Joe  Griffitt,  Jim  Franks  and  Harriet  Perry. 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  developing  a  reputation.  True,  it  is 
creative.  For  certain,  it  is  bold.  Perhaps  most  of  all,  though,  it  is  determined. 
As  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  greatest  natural  disaster  in  the  country's 
history  approached,  and  news  reports  were  reminding  south  Mississippi  just  how  far 
it  had  come  since  Hurricane  Katrina  (and  how  far  it  still  had  to  go),  another  disaster 
struck,  the  British  Petroleum  oil  spill. 

Given  the  University's  track  record,  no  one  should  have  been  surprised  at  the 
tremendous  Southern  Miss  response  to  the  disaster.  In  the  days  following  the  spill, 
University  President  Dr.  Martha  Saunders  recognized  its  significance,  forming  an  Oil  Spill 
Response  Team  that  would  guide  the  institution's  broad  efforts  in  the  coming  weeks  and 
months.  Since  then,  scientists,  faculty,  staff  and  students  from  the  Gulf  Coast  Research 
Laboratory  (GCRL),  the  Stennis  Space  Center,  plus  the  Gulf  Park  and  Hattiesburg 
campuses,  have  been  working  with  federal,  state,  and  private  agencies  to  monitor  the  spill 
and,  to  the  extent  possible,  manage  and  mitigate  its  impacts  on  the  Gulf  Coast. 

"The  Gulf  Coast  is  critical  not  only  to  those  of  us  who  live  here,  but  to  the  entire 
nation  for  its  fisheries  resources  and  pristine  national  seashore  as  well  as  other 
tourism  destinations  and  thriving  economy,"  Saunders  said  upon  forming  the  team. 
"We  endured  Hurricane  Katrina  and  have  emerged  stronger  and  better,  but  now 
face  another  unprecedented  disaster.  By  bringing  our  best  talents,  minds  and  hearts 
together,  we  will  also  manage  and  move  beyond  this  crisis." 

The  subjects  of  study  have  reflected  the  diverse  aspects  of  the  spill's  effects.  Among 
other  items,  Southern  Miss  researchers  have  examined  the  impact  of  the  spill  on 
tourism,  its  effect  on  wildlife,  as  well  as  on  the  seafood  industry.  They  have  measured 
consumer  loyalty  to  fresh  caught  local  shrimp  and  uncovered  evidence  that  oil  may 
have  entered  the  Gulf's  food  chain.  They  have  studied  the  oil's  effect  on  bluefin  tuna 
and  whale  sharks. 

Southern  Miss  and  its  research  scientists  have  drawn  national  and  international 
news  coverage  of  their  work.  Dr.  Vernon  Asper,  professor  of  marine  sciences,  was  the 
first  researcher  to  discover  the  underwater  plumes  of  oil  in  the  Gulf  within  two  weeks 
of  the  accident.  Dr.  Bruce  Comyns  and  Jim  Franks,  both  of  GCRL,  were  the  first 
researchers  to  venture  into  the  loop  current  to  see  if  oil  had  impacted  larvae  of  the 
highly  vulnerable  bluefin  tuna  which  spawn  in  only  two  locations  on  this  planet — the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

Dr.  Eric  Hoffmayer  and  Harriet  Perry,  also  of  GCRL,  have  made  significant 
contributions  during  this  unprecedented  oil  spill.  Hoffmayer  has  ventured  into  the 
deep  waters  of  the  Gulf  in  order  to  tag  whale  sharks.  By  placing  sensors  onto  the 
sharks,  he  has  been  able  to  track  these  mighty  creatures  via  satellite  to  learn  if  oil  has 
affected  the  vulnerable  species. 

Perry  has  discovered  what  appear  to  be  droplets  of  oil  in  the  larvae  of  blue  crabs, 
although  she  is  still  testing  samples.  Dr.  Jay  Grimes  has  been  studying  the  natural 
microbes  of  the  Gulf  and  their  ability  to  literally  "eat"  the  spilled  oil,  while  Dr.  Joe 
Griffitt  has  studied  the  possible  toxic  effects  of  oil  and  dispersants  in  the  Gull  waters. 
Both  Grimes  and  Griffitt  are  GCRL  scientists. 

Southern  Miss  alumni  are  also  contributing  to  the  effort,  as  many  have  given  to 
the  USM  Foundation's  Oil  Spill  Response  Fund,  while  alumnus  Jimmy  Buffett  donated 
a  shallow  water  attention  terminal  (SWAT)  boat  to  the  GCRL.  According  to  designer 
Mark  Castlow,  the  17-foot  boat  is  capable  of  navigating  in  as  little  as  eight  inches  of 
water  through  the  estuaries  of  Mississippi. 

Included  in  this  edition  of  The  Talon  is  a  snapshot  ol  a  portion  of  the  University's 
considerable  efforts  regarding  the  spill,  efforts  which  have  attracted  national  attention 
and  offered  further  proof  of  the  applicability  of  the  institution's  research.  For  more 
information  on  the  University's  oil  spill  efforts,  visit  usm.edu/oilspill. 
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Boats  to  Build 


ild"  is  a  familiar  lyric  on  the 
i  all  album  of  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Jimmy 
. ..,  and  building  boats  was  on  his  mind  as  he  visited 
the  USM  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory  (GCRL)  in 
Ocean  Springs  this  summer. 

The  singer,  songwriter  and  1969  graduate  consulted 
with  Southern  Miss  President  Martha  Saunders  and 
her  Oil  Spill  Response  Team  of  scientists.  Discussions 
focused  on  possible  solutions  to  rescuing  wildlife  and 
marine  life  following  the  sinking  of  the  Deepwater 
Horizon  drilling  platform  and  the  subsequent  oil  spill 
disaster.  Buffett  is  interested  in  strategies  for  creating  a 
"voice  for  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

"It's  always  a  great  day  when  a  distinguished  alum 
comes  to  visit,  but  this  was  especially  rewarding," 
Saunders  said.  "Jimmy  Buffett  is  a  person  who  cares 
about  the  Gulf  and  the  people  who  make  their  living  on 
it.  He  puts  his  money  where  his  mouth  is." 

Buffett  has  teamed  with  Dragonfly  Boats  of  Vero 
Beach,  Fla.,  to  create  and  donate  a  shallow  water  attention 
terminal  (SWAT)  boat  for  the  lab.  According  to  designer 
Mark  Castlow,  the  17-foot  boat  is  capable  of  navigating  in 
as  little  as  8-10  inches  of  water  through  the  estuaries  of 
Mississippi. 

"We're  not  pointing  fingers  at  anybody,"  said  Castlow 
of  himself,  Buffett  and  fellow  boatbuilder  Jimbo  Meador. 
"We're  just  trying  to  lend  a  helping  hand  and  get  this  tool 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  who  have  dedicated  their 
lives  to  working  with  marine  life." 

Accompanying  Buffett  to  GCRL  were  representatives 
from  MIHI  Advisory  Group  who  conducted  impressive 
demonstrations  of  oil  eating  microbes — establishing  low- 
cosl  solutions  to  oil-covered  waters  and  beaches. 


A  Big  Task 

Dr.  Eric  Hoffmayer,  a  research  scientist  at  the  University's 
Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory,  joined  forces  with  world- 
renowned  oceanographer  Dr.  Sylvia  Earle  and  Mission  Blue  to 
study  the  impact  of  the  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill  on  Gulf  of 
Mexico  whale  sharks. 

Hoffmayer  and  Earle  spent  three  days  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
where  they  discovered  an  extraordinary  gathering  of  more  than 
100  feeding  whale  sharks  90  miles  south  of  Grand  Isle,  La., 
and  approximately  60  miles  west  of  the  oil  spill. 

"This  may  be  one  of  the  largest  gatherings  of  whale  sharks  in 
the  northern  Gulf  of  Mexico  observed  by  science,"  explained  Earle. 

Hoffmayer  and  Earle  photo  identified  scores  of  whale 
sharks  and  tagged  four  of  them.  One  of  the  tags  was  equipped 
with  satellite  tracking  sensors.  Those  sensors  allow  anyone  to 
follow  the  shark  over  the  Internet  via  www.GTOPRorg  and 
Google  Ocean. 

"Whale  sharks  are  presently  considered  a  vulnerable 
species,  which  is  a  mere  single  notch  down  from  being 
considered  an  endangered  species,"  said  Hoffmayer. 

Earle,  who  is  currently  an  explorer-in-residence  at  National 
Geographic,  is  a  highly  respected  and  influential  oceanographer. 
"I  can  only  hope  to  do  in  my  career  a  fraction  of  what  she  has 
done.  Hopefully  her  involvement  will  help  bring  resources  to  the 
study  of  these  threatened  animals,"  said  Hoffmayer. 

Whale  sharks  are  filter  feeders,  meaning  they  siphon 
marine  organisms  at  the  surface  of  the  water  as  food.  With 
dispersed  oil  floating  on  the  water  surface,  whale  sharks  will 
ingest  the  chemical  substance  along  with  their  food. 

"Some  have  said  that  these  are  death  row  whale  sharks 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  that  could  be  true,"  said  Earle. 
"Because  of  their  feeding  habits,  skimming  right  at  the  surface 
where  the  oil  accumulates,  they're  in  harms  way." 

Indeed,  since  the  tagging  expedition,  Hoffmayer  has  heard 
reports  of  whale  sharks  swimming  in  oil  near  the  Deepwater 
Horizon  spill  site.  "I  don't  think  there  is  any  question  we're 
going  to  lose  whale  sharks  to  this  oil  spill.  That's  why  we  need 
to  tag  these  sharks  so  that  we  can  determine  how  they  are 
impacted  by  the  oil,"  said  Hoffmayer.  "Whale  sharks  are  gentle 
giants  that  grow  between  40  to  50  feet  long  and  aren't  aware  of 
the  spilled  oil  around  them.  They  are  very  susceptible  to  the  oil 
because  they  spend  so  much  time  at  the  surface  of  the  water." 

The  Smell  of  Shrimp 

Nearly  half  of  all  respondents  claim  they  are  leery  of  buying 
Gulf  of  Mexico  shrimp,  according  to  very  preliminary  results 
in  a  study  conducted  by  Drs.  John  Lambert,  David  Duhon  and 
Joseph  Peyrefitte  in  the  College  of  Business. 

The  researchers  report  that  respondents  expressed  concern 
about  the  oil  and  dispersants  that  tainted  Gulf  waters  following  the 
sinking  of  the  Deepwater  Horizon  drilling  platform  in  April.  The 
study  was  done  in  two  phases:  one  at  the  beginning  of  Mississippi's 
brown  shrimp  season  and  another  done  when  BP  plugged  the  well, 
thus  stopping  the  gushing  flow  of  oil  into  the  Gulf. 


"While  individuals  are  concerned  about  the  tainted  Gulf 
waters,  there  is  still  purchasing  loyalty  toward  buying  Gulf 
Coast  shrimp,  but  that  purchasing  loyalty  is  weakening," 
explained  Lambert,  a  consumer  behavior  expert  and  assistant 
professor  of  international  business. 

Although  purchasing  loyalty  is  weakening,  emotional 
loyalty  to  the  Gulf  Coast  crustacean  remains  strong.  In  the  Erst 
phase  of  the  study  56  percent  of  respondents  strongly  agreed  or 
agreed  with  the  statement  "There  is  nothing  to  compare  with 
our  gulf  coast  shrimp;  I  will  not  buy  imported  shrimp."  In  the 
second  phase  of  the  survey  55  percent  of  respondents  strongly 
agreed  or  agreed  with  that  statement. 

"Overall,  this  preliminary  review  of  data  indicates  that 
there  is  consumer  confidence  in  and  loyalty  to  fresh  Gulf  Coast 
shrimp,  but  many  of  the  consumers  are  indeed  concerned 
about  the  safety  of  the  seafood,"  said  Lambert. 

The  trio  of  researchers  plan  a  more  detailed  analysis  of 
the  data  in  the  near  future  and  are  looking  to  conduct  further 
surveys  pertaining  to  Gulf  seafood  relating  to  the  lingering 
effects  of  the  BP  oil  spill. 

The  Food  Web 

Scientists  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
Tulane  University  found  oil  in  the  postlarvae  of  blue  crabs 
entering  coastal  marshes  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  signaling  that 
oil  may  be  entering  estuarine  food  chains. 

Harriet  Perry,  director  of  the  Center  for  Fisheries  Research 
and  Development  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Research  Laboratory 
(GCRL),  found  droplets  of  hydrocarbons  or  oil,  in  blue  crab 


larvae.  According  to  Perry,  the  oil  appears  to  be  trapped 
between  the  hard,  outer  shell  of  the  crab  and  its  inner  skin. 

"I've  been  sampling  in  Mississippi  coastal  waters  for  42 
years  and  1  have  never  seen  this,"  declared  Perry.  "My  guess  is 
that  the  crab  picked  up  this  oil  offshore  while  in  the  megalopal 
(postlarval)  stage  and  brought  the  oil  with  it  when  it  came  back 
to  the  marsh." 

Tulane  researcher,  Dr.  Caz  Taylor  found  orange-colored 
droplets  in  megalopae  as  far  east  as  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and  as  far 
west  as  Rockefeller  Wildlife  Refuge  in  Louisiana,  but  analysis 
of  these  droplets  has  not  been  completed. 

Perry  sent  samples  to  an  independent  lab  in  Florida  that 
confirmed  the  presence  of  hydrocarbons.  While  the  oil  was 
tested,  it  was  not  specifically  analyzed  for  the  markers  that 
would  pinpoint  it  to  the  Deepwater  Horizon  oil  spill.  However. 
Perry  believes  it  is  no  coincidence  that  the  timing  ot  the  oil 
spill  matches  finding  oil  in  the  crab.  Perry  and  Taylor  both 
cautioned  that  additional  testing  will  be  required  to  relate  the 
oil  to  the  recent  spill. 

Blue  crabs  are  more  than  just  a  favorite  food  for  humans; 
they  are  also  a  favorite  food  of  a  host  of  fish  species  that  live 
m  the  marsh.  Speckled  trout  and  red  fish  feed  heavily  on  the 
crustaceans.  The  lood  web  is  now  affected  because  whatever 
eats  the  crab  will  be  affected,  and  so  on. 

Besides  finding  oil  in  the  body  of  the  crab.  Perry's  group 
has  begun  seeing  small  fish  with  oil  clinging  to  their  bodies. 
"Oil  on  the  tins  decreases  mobility  and  makes  these  fish  easy 
prey  for  other  species.  This  is  yet  another  example  of  oil  being 
incorporated  into  the  food  web."  she  added.  ?K 
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Capt.  Joshua  Mantz  was  patrolling  Sadar  City  in  Iraq 
where  he  was  hit  by  a  high-powered  armor-piercing  bullet  that 
severed  the  femoral  artery  in  his  right  thigh.  He  was  carried 
to  the  aid  station  where  De  Blasio  was  located.  "We  are  taught 
in  emergency  situations  that  your  body  will  pull  blood  to  your 
vital  organs  to  protect  itself  in  your  chest  cavity,  and  1  could 
feel  that  happening.  I  felt  myself  dying,"  said  Mantz  in  an 
interview  with  Fox  News. 

What  happened  during  the  next  •  •'■ 

15  minutes  was  nothing  short  of  a 
miracle.  De  Blasio  began  to  fight  to 
save  the  young  captain's  life.  "He  was 
dead,  but  I  was  determined  to  save  his 
life,"  recalled  De  Blasio.  "After  shocking 
him  three  times  and  hooking  him  up 
with  IV  medication,  we  were  able  to 
bring  him  back  to  life." 

Still  in  critical  condition,  Mantz  was 
loaded  onto  a  Black  Hawk  helicopter 
and  transported  to  Iba  Sina  Combat 
Support  Hospital  in  the  Green  Zone. 
"When  the  Medivac  landed,  I  grabbed 
the  pilot  by  his  helmet  and  shouted, 
Take  this  guy.  Fly  low  and  fly  fast.'  He  was  losing  so  much 
blood  that  he  wouldn't  survive  a  second  time  if  not  treated 
immediately."  The  Medivac  arrived  within  five  minutes,  and 
the  team  took  Mantz  straight  to  the  operating  room,  where  he 
was  able  to  get  enough  blood  to  survive  after  his  artery  was 
repaired.  Following  five  months  of  recovery,  Mantz  returned  to 
Iraq  to  personally  thank  the  doctors  who  saved  his  life. 

"Meeting  Dr.  De  Blasio's  medical  team  in  Iraq  just  five 
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months  after  my  injury  was  the  most  fulfilling  day  of  my  life. 
Too  often,  medical  teams  do  not  get  the  credit  they  deserve." 
said  Mantz.  "Everybody  knows  when  the  medics  lose  a 
soldier,  but  it's  rare  when  the  acts  of  heroism  displayed  by 
these  professionals  are  recognized.  It  was  fulfilling  to  have 
the  opportunity  to  thank  them  in  person  and  allow  them  to 
see  the  results  of  their  work.  Just  five  months  before,  I  was  a 
bloody  mess  with  almost  no  chance  of  survival.  Once  they  got 
a  weak  pulse  back  after  I  flatlined  tor  15 
minutes,  they  put  me  on  a  Black  Hawk 
helicopter  and  watched  as  I  flew  away 
toward  the  Green  Zone.  They  could 
only  wonder  if  I  would  make  it  through 
the  da}'.  1  was  happy  to  return  and 
answer  that  question  for  them." 
From  an  early  age,  De  Blasio 
was  impacted  by  the  curriculum  at 
Southern  Miss.  During  elementary 
school,  he  spent  his  summers  enrolled 
m  the  Frances  A.  Karnes  Center  lor 
Gitted  Studies.  It  was  during  one  ot  the 
anatomy  classes  in  the  Gifted  Studies 
program  that  he  realized  lie  wanted 
to  be  a  physician.  With  the  drive  to  succeed,  he  registered 
for  summer  classes  at  Southern  Miss  the  day  after  graduating 
from  high  school.  During  his  time  at  Southern  Miss.  De  Blasio 
was  active  in  Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa 
and  Golden  Key  Society  and  was  inducted  as  a  member  of  The 
University  ol  Southern  Mississippi  Hall  ol  Fame. 

He  recalls  one  semester  when  he  was  in  search  of  a  job 
lo  help  pay  for  his  fraieriut\  dues.  "Barbara  Ross  hired  me  to 
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literally  dust  the  plants  in  the  Union,"  De  Blasio  laughed.  "Little  did  1  know  that  1 
would  meet  so  many  people  who  would  impact  and  inspire  me.  They  really  taught  me 
the  values  of  being  a  Golden  Eagle.   If  you  don't  understand  that  there  is  a  plan  for 
your  life,  you  can  always  look  back  in  hind  sight  and  say  to  yourself,  'I  had  no  idea 
that  would  help  my  life  turn  out  this  way'" 

In  1998,  De  Blasio  became  the  third  generation  of  his  family  to  graduate  from 
Southern  Miss.  His  grandfather,  S.D.  Cole,  was  the  roommate  of  Powell  Ogletree  in 
the  1940s,  when  the  University  was  known  as  Mississippi  Southern  College.  "He 
proposed  to  my  grandmother  at  the  original  fountain  in  front  of  the  administration 
building,"  said  De  Blasio.  "And  1  followed  family  tradition  by  proposing  to  my  wife  on 
the  bench  near  Lake  Byron." 

After  taking  a  year  off  from  school,  De  Blasio  enrolled  in  medical  school  at  the 
University  of  Health  Sciences  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Despite  childhood  asthma  that 
inhibited  De  Blasio  from  enlisting  in  the  Navy  or  Air  Force  after  high  school,  the 
Army  was  willing  to  overlook  his  condition  and  commissioned  De  Blasio  as  a  second 
lieutenant.  "My  great-grandfather,  my  grandfather  and  my  dad  all  served  in  the 
Army,"  said  De  Blasio.  "I  wanted  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  family  legacy,  so  I  took 
the  Army's  offer  and  never  looked  back."  In  2003,  De  Blasio  graduated  from  medical 
school  and  was  commissioned  as  a  captain. 

De  Blasio  trained  in  internal  medicine  at  Fort  Gordon  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  for  three 
years.  In  search  of  a  base  where  he  could  practice  internal  medicine,  he  was  assigned 
to  Fort  Bragg,  N.C.,  in  May  2006. 

"It  seemed  like  my  wife  and  1  had  just  gotten  settled  in  North  Carolina  when  I 
received  a  life-changing  phone  call  in  December  2006,"  recalled  De  Blasio.  "As  soon 
as  I  hung  up  the  phone,  my  wife  burst  into  tears."  Ten  days  later,  De  Blasio  reported 
for  duty  in  Iraq. 

"People  who  wear  the  (military)  uniform  and  do  what  we  do  have  a  passion  and 
a  belief  system  that  we  want  to  adhere  to.  We  put  ourselves  in  harms'  way  because 
we  believe  we  can  make  a  difference.  But  the  thing  that  makes  it  most  difficult  is  the 
stress  that  our  families  go  through,"  said  De  Blasio. 

During  De  Blasio 's  deployment,  his  wife  Katie  De  Blasio  '98  patiently  waited  for  his 
return.  "Having  a  spouse  in  a  war  zone  6,000  miles  away  with  limited  e-mail  contact 
for  440  days  is  difficult  for  anyone;  however,  knowing  that  David  was  helping 
to  save  soldiers'  lives  during  this  time  is  a  true  testament  to  his  dedication  and 
ability  as  a  physician,"  said  Katie  De  Blasio.  "All  of  the  mundane  issues  that  I  dealt 
with  on  a  daily  basis  paled  in  comparison  to  the  stories  of  survival  and  horrors  of 
war  he  was  able  to  share  with  me." 

De  Blasio  returned  from  Iraq  in  mid-2008  with  his  head  held  high,  knowing 
his  experiences  would  only  enhance  his  passion  for  his  career.  "There  were  a 
lot  of  times  where  we  would  have  to  decide  if  we  were  doing  the  right  thing," 
recalled  De  Blasio.  "But  our  medics  were  phenomenal.  Many  of  them  were  18 
or  f  9-year-old  kids  making  decisions  that  determined  if  someone  would  live  or 
die.  Our  decision  was  always  to  do  everything  that  we  could  and  then  to  let  the 
pieces  lay  as  they  fell.  Not  every  story  is  a  success  story  like  Capt.  Mantz,  but  we 
were  very  fortunate  with  our  team  that  we  were  effective.  We  only  lost  five  or  six 
soldiers  while  we  were  there." 

As  De  Blasio  and  his  wife  prepare  to  welcome  their  first  child  in 
December,  he  can't  help  but  hope  his  son  will  carry  on  the  tradition 
and  become  a  fourth-generation  graduate  of  Southern  Miss  and  a  fifth 
generation  in  the  military.  H 


De  Blasio  proposed  to  his  wife  Katie  on  a  bench 
near  Lake  Byron  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 
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Golden  Memories 


Wishing  the  alumni,  students  and  friends  of  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

a  very  happy  holiday  season.  May  the  memories  you  make  be  golden.  And  may  the 

light  of  knowledge  and  excellence  shine  even  brighter  in  the  New  Year  to  come. 
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For  18  years,  Koch  was  a  CNN  general  assignment 
correspondent,  specializing  in  aviation  reporting.  She  also 
served  as  a  correspondent  at  the  Pentagon,  the  White 
House  and  on  Capitol  Hill. 


Koch,  at  far  left  in  this  image,  grew  up  in  Bay  St.  Louis.  She 
is  pictured  here  in  1974  along  with  her  family  outside  their 
home.  The  structure  was  one  of  thousands  of  homes  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 


vper^egce 


by  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06 


^^    outhern  Miss  alumna  Kathleen  Koch  reported  from  Air  Force  One. 
^  She  documented  from  Washington  the  chaotic  hours  on  September  11, 
^-      -y  2001,  as  a  plane  crashed  into  the  Pentagon.  She  recorded  the  anxiety 
that  spread  across  three  states  as  snipers  targeted  random  civilians  for 
weeks  in  2002.  In  18  years  as  a  CNN  general  assignment  correspondent  she 
interviewed  world  leaders  and  tracked  presidential  campaigns;  nevertheless, 
the  Bay  St.  Louis  native  had  not  covered  a  story  as  devastating  or  as  personal 
as  Hurricane  Katrina. 

For  even  the  veteran  broadcast  journalist,  Katrina's  wrath  was  unbelievable, 
the  federal  government's  reaction  baffling  and  the  insurance  companies' 
response  maddening.  For  certain,  not  much  from  her  early  days  as  a  reporter  at 
WLOX  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  readied  her  to  respond  when  old  friends 
asked  her  to  search  for  loved  ones  whose  bodies  would  soon  be  found.  In 
sum,  Hurricane  Katrina  was  a  life-changing  event — one  Koch  pledged  would 
never  be  overlooked.  And  on  August  1,  as  the  five-year  anniversary  of  Katrina's 
landfall  approached,  much  of  what  Koch  witnessed  and  recorded  following  the 
hurricane  was  released  in  her  book,  "Rising  from  Katrina:  How  My  Mississippi 
Hometown  Lost  It  All  and  Found  What  Mattered." 

In  the  days  following  Katrina,  Koch  was  a  CNN  correspondent  covering  the 
storm's  aftermath  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Her  work  resulted  in  two  award-winning 
documentaries,  Saving  My  Town:  The  Fight  for  Bay  St.  Louis  and  The  Town  That 
Fought  Back.  While  the  documentaries  garnered  critical  acclaim,  Koch  says  the 
permanence  of  a  book  "helps  to  fulfill  a  promise  I  made  to  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  residents  to  never  let  anyone  forget  what  happened  here." 

"There  was  never  any  doubt  that  Hurricane  Katrina  was  going  to  be  a 
monumental,  life-changing  event,"  Koch  said.  "From  the  first  day  I  saved 
every  conversation  in  a  journal — the  'Katrina  Chronicles'  I  called  it.  1  knew 
immediately  this  needed  to  be  a  book.  I  had  heard  all  these  wonderful  stories, 
and  it  was  not  right  to  take  them  to  the  grave  with  me." 

For  Koch  and  thousands  of  others,  "what  happened  here"  is  a  story  like 
no  other.  Koch's  message  is  that  Hurricane  Katrina  is  not  just  a  story  of 
destruction;  it  is  a  tale  of  kindness  of  strangers,  of  minor  miracles,  and,  above 
all,  of  how  communities  rolled  up  their  sleeves  and  rebuilt.  Koch  aims  to  act 
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as  storyteller  for  the  thousands  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
who  lost  most,  if  not  all,  of  what  they  owned,  as  well  as  those 
who  lost  their  lives  during  Katrina. 

"When  the  great  media  spotlight  shifted  west,  Mississippi's 
story  was  largely  lost,"  said  Koch.  "I'm  hoping  to  tell  the  stories 
of  the  people  who  were  affected." 

The  264-page  book  intentionally  injects  Koch  into  the 
story — in  no  small  part  it  traces  her  personal  path  from 
devastation  to  recovery — a  difficult  writing  task  for  the  longtime 
correspondent  accustomed  to  the  detached,  emotionless 
reporting  required  of  journalists. 

"Emotion  is  integral  to  the  story,"  said  Koch,  who  kept  a  brick 
from  her  (ormer  Bay  St.  Louis  house  on  her  desk  as  she  wrote  the 
book.  "There  were  many  days  my  15-year-old  would  see  me  with 
tears  in  my  eyes  during  a  difficult  part  ol  the  book.  In  the  end, 
though,  it  was  cathartic,  and  I  hope  it  has  the  same  effect  on  the 
people  who  read  it." 

Koch  cautions  readers  that  "Rising  from  Katrina"  is  not  a 
definitive  history  of  Hurricane  Katrina — "that  book  would 
have  to  be  more  than  1,000  pages  long,"  she  said.  "This  is  a 
story  of  what  I  found  in  the  days,  months  and  years  following 
Katrina.  In  the  end  it  is  uplifting;  it  is  a  story  of  transformation 
and  hope.  Mississippians  are  resilient  people.  For  all  of  the 
statistics  in  which  the  state  ranks  49th  and  50th,  the  one  area 
in  which  Mississippi  ranks  No.  1  is  giving  per  capita  income.  It 


is  true  that  those  who  have  least  give  the  most,  and  never  was 
that  more  evident  than  after  Hurricane  Katrina.  In  this  horrible 
cloud  is  a  silver  lining." 

Koch  believes  the  story  also  resonates  in  tough  economic  times. 

"Thousands  have  lost  jobs  and  are  wondering  how  will 
they  get  through  it?"  said  Koch,  who  herself  lost  her  position  at 
CNN  during  a  round  of  layoffs  following  the  2008  presidential 
election.  "The  response  of  Mississippians  to  Hurricane  Katrina 
demonstrated  that  no  matter  how  dire  the  circumstance,  you  can 
persevere.  But  people — family,  friends  and  community — that's 
what  matters,  and  that's  what  gets  you  through  the  tough  times." 

Koch,  who  is  a  member  ot  the  School  ot  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism's  Hall  ot  Fame,  currently 
serves  on  the  school's  advisory  board.  She  lives  in  Maryland 
with  her  husband  and  two  daughters,  and  she  maintains  a  blog 
at  kathleenkoch.com,  where  people  can  find  information  on 
how  to  help  the  Mississippi  Gull  Coast.  "Rising  from  Katrina" 
is  published  by  John  F.  Blair,  and  includes  a  foreword  from 
CNN's  Anderson  Cooper.  The  book  sells  in  both  hardcover  and 
paperback  forms,  tor  $22.95  and  S14.°5.  respectively.  A  portion 
of  sales  proceeds  benefit  a  pair  of  chanties.  Pneuma  Winds 
of  Hope  and  Lutheran  Episcopal  Services  in  Mississippi,  both 
ol  which  have  remained  active  on  the  Mississippi  Cult  Coast 
since  Katnna's  landfall  five  years  ago.  For  more  information  on 
the  book,  visit  blairpub.com.  S* 
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As  the  temperature  falls,  be  sure  to  wrap  yourself  in  the  warmest  black  and  gold.  And  when  you  brave  the  conditions  in  your  Southern  Miss 
gear,  be  sure  to  let  us  know.  Send  photos*  of  yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition. 


Above:  Col.  Tyler  and  Dr.  Gerry  Fletcher  are  pictured  here  on  top 
of  Red  Mountain  3  in  Colorado.  The  Fletchers  are  Life  Members  of 
the  Alumni  Association,  members  of  the  Eagle  Club  and  the  USM 
Foundation's  Honor  Club. 

Left:  Former  Golden  Eagle  Demar  Dotson,  now  a  Tampa  Bay 
Buccaneer,  took  time  for  this  photo  with  Riley  and  Babsie  Buchanan,  Dr. 
Lance  Nail,  Shannon  Woodward,  Todd  Buchanan  and  Dr.  Joe  Paul. 

Below:  Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  Miller,  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  visited 
with  students  in  the  U.S.  Army  ROTC  program  on  a  recent  trip  to 
Hattiesburg.  Maj.  Gen.  Miller  is  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff,  G-3/5/7,  at 
the  United  States  Army  Forces  Command  in  Fort  McPherson,  Ga. 
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Above:  Pictured  are  several  Southern  Miss  alumni  who  attended  the  Janus  Economic 
Development  Forum  in  Tallulah  Falls,  Ga.,  hosted  by  Janus  Economics,  a  highly 
respected,  international  economic  and  community  development  consulting  firm.  In  the 
front  row,  from  left,  are  Angie  Cognevich,  Southern  Miss  supporter  Mitch  Stennett  and 
Robert  Ingram.  In  the  back  row  are  Larkin  Simpson,  Chris  Hinton,  Michael  Ingram  and 
Courtney  Purvis,  a  doctoral  student  in  workforce  development. 


Right:  Scott  Haney,  an  alumnus  who  works  as  a  guest  service  manager  for  Alaska 
Zipline  Adventures,  poses  at  the  entrance  to  an  ice  cave  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mendenhall  Glacier  in  Juneau. 


Above:  Southern  Miss  alumna  Erica  Schlichting  Jennings  is 
pictured  with  alumnus  and  current  Tennessee  Titan  Gerald 
McRath  at  the  Titans  Kickoff  Luncheon  introducing  the  team's 
2010  draft  picks. 


Above:  For  many  years,  Southern  Miss  alumnus  and  former  football  stando  Kaucr    • 

second  from  left,  has  arranged  for  football  tickets  to  one  home  game 

personnel.  In  2009,  the  ticket  donation  was  made  po:  >ntribut  o 

from  alumni  Lawrence  and  Bonnie  Warren,  second  from  right  and  right 

Appreciation  Day  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Nov.  20,  when  the  Golden  Eag    -      * 


For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your  photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have  any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news  and  accomplishments  oj  your  fellow  Golden  Eagles. 
To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu 
or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  All  cities  are  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1960s 


1940s 

DWAIN  '49  and  EliEN  COTTON  '51  recently 
celebrated  their  61st  wedding  anniversary. 

1950s 

CHARLES  E.  MURRAY  '50  is  enjoying 
retirement  from  the  Masonite  Corporation 
and  volunteering  at  the  Veterans  Memorial 
Museum  in  Laurel. 

EVA  N.  HUNTER  '52  is  a  retired  high  school 
administrator  who  has  more  than  50  years 
of  experience  in  working  in  church  libraries 
that  includes  several  years  as  national  church 
library  specialist  with  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources.  In  addition  to  working  with 
Lifeway,  Hunter  has  also  worked  in  other 
church  libraries  outside  of  the  United  States. 


J.  SAMUEL  ANZALONE  '56,  '62  recently 
celebrated  the  conclusion  of  his  service  as 
chairman  of  the  National  Association  of 
Diaconate  Directors  and  national  adviser  to 
the  Committee  for  Clergy,  Consecrated  Life 
and  Vocations  of  the  United  States  Conference 
of  Catholic  Bishops.  Anzalone  is  still  serving 
as  the  director  of  Diaconate  Formation  for  the 
Diocese  of  Birmingham,  Ala. 

GERALD  TAYLOR  '57,  '65  has  retired  from 
the  U.S.  Army  and  the  Long  Beach  School 
District.  During  his  tenure  with  Long 
Beach  schools,  Taylor  served  as  a  teacher, 
coach,  assistant  principal,  principal  and 
assistant  to  the  superintendent.  His  wife, 
FREDDE  '58,  has  retired  from  teaching. 


ALICE  '61  and  KEN  POUNCEY  '61 

recently  celebrated  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary  with  a  reception  hosted  by 
their  children. 

VINCENT  CURRIE  JR.  '62  was  awarded 
an  honorary  degree  in  canon  law  from  the 
University  of  the  South  during  its  spring 
commencement. 

CHARLES  STEVENS  '62  and  wife,  Mary 
Ann,  recently  celebrated  their  50th 
wedding  anniversary  in  August. 

JOHN  C.  WICK  III  '62  is  enjoying 
retirement  in  Franklinton,  La. 

JACK  R.  CRAFT  '63  announces  the  birth 
of  his  great-granddaughter,  Aubreigh 
LeeAnn  Robinette. 
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ELIZABETH  A.  GUNTER  '63  recently 
placed  first  in  the  Patriots  Flower  Show, 
presented  by  the  Florida  Federal  Garden 
Clubs.  She  also  placed  first  in  the  national 
competition  presented  by  the  National 
Federation  of  Garden  Clubs. 

GAIL  WATSON '63 

is  the  current  state 
president  of  the 
Tennessee  Retired 
Teachers  Association. 
After  27  years  ol 
teaching  at  Franklin  County  High  School, 
Gail  served  as  the  librarian  at  South  Junior 
High  School  for  20  years.  She  retired  from 
the  position  in  2003.  Her  husband,  Tom, 
began  his  teaching  career  at  Southern  Miss 
in  1962  and  is  a  former  librarian  and  vice 
president  of  university  relations  for  the 
University  of  the  South  in  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

JUDITH  MORRIS  REICHENBACH  '67  is 

a  school  counselor  and  also  works  as  a 
Christian  therapist.  She  also  works  with  the 
American  Red  Cross  and  enjoys  spending 
time  with  her  three  grandchildren. 

LARRY  HOGUE  '69  was  elected  president 
of  the  Greene  County  Rotary  Club.  Hogue 
is  also  active  in  the  Kaivos  prison  ministry 
at  South  Mississippi  Correctional  Facility. 
Hogue  has  a  daughter,  LISA  '06,  who  is  a 
Southern  Miss  graduate. 

KATHRYN  S.  LEWIS  '69, 

70  was  presented  with 
the  National  Storytelling 
Network's  2010  Southeast 
Region  Service  &  Leadership 
ORACLE  award  during  the  organization's 
annual  conference  held  in  Los  Angeles. 
Since  1995,  the  ORACLE  awards  have  been 
presented  to  those  who  have  excelled  in  their 
art  or  made  a  significant  contribution  to 
storytelling,  NSN  or  its  members. 

LARRY  ODOM  '69,  '75  has  retired  alter  41 
years  of  teaching  and  coaching  m  Alabama 
and  Mississippi.  He  retired  as  principal  of 
Millry  High  School  on  June  30. 


of  earn  his  master's  degree  in 


From  the  beautiful  landscapes 
i  sun-drenched  Hattiesburg 
>us  of  The  University  of  Southern 
issippi  to  the  hallowed  halls  of 
.ale,  Craig  Thompson  has  worked  to 
perfect  his  craft  as  a  cardiologist. 

Thompson  started  his  career  at 
Southern  Miss  and  went  on  to  earn 
his  doctorate  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  in  1995.  After  finishing 
his  residency,  Thompson  completed 
fellowships  at  Brigham 
nd  Women's  Hospital  and 
^sachusetts  General  Hospital.  In 
3,  Thompson  returned  to  school 
_  from  Harvard. 


for  the  Yale  Medical  Group.  The  cardiology  subdivision  of  the  Internal  Medicine 
department  comprises  a  group  of  specialists  who  work  to  prevent,  diagnose  and  treat 
cardiovascular  disease.  Some  of  their  specialties  include  cardiac  transplantation, 
electrophysiology  and  cardiac  arrhythmias,  clinical  cardiology,  interventional 
cardiology,  noninvasive  cardiology  and  preventive  cardiology. 

Specializing  in  interventional  cardiology,  Thompson  uses  cardiac 
catheterization  and  intravascular  ultrasound  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
coronary  disease.  Most  of  his  procedures  are  done  on  patients  with  chronic  total 
occlusion  or  arterial  blockage,  multi-vessel  coronary  disease,  complex  coronary 
intervention  and  peripheral  vascular  diseases. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  physician,  Thompson  serves  as  director  of 
Invasive  Cardiology  and  Vascular  Medicine.  As  director,  he  manages  Yale's 
state-of-the-art  catheterization  lab  and  supervises  a  group  of  more  than  50 
employees  that  includes  physicians,  technicians  and  other  staff  members. 
Due  to  Thompson's  leadership,  the  Yale  Interventional  Cardiology  Program  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  in  the  nation  and  performs  more 
than  6,000  diagnostic  and  1 ,600  interventional  procedures  annually.  Thompson 
also  serves  as  an  associate  professor  of  medicine  at  Yale  providing  practical 
instruction  for  post-doctoral  fellows  and  residents. 


HN  '69  has  been  named 
associate  vice  president  for  research 
at  Mississippi  State  University.  In  this 
position,  Vaughn  will  lead  efforts  to 
obtain  more  research  funding  and  will 
coordinate  strategies  to  increase  the 
university's  research  efforts.  Vaughn 
joined  the  MSU  faculty  in  L997  as  an 
associate  professor  and  was  the  director 
ol  the  university's  computer  science  and 
engineering  department. 


1970s 


COL.  LAWRENCE  YOUNG  SR.  '70  is 

enjoying  his  retirement  from  the  U.S. 
Ainu  and  has  moved  back  to  Fetal. 

WILLIAM  C.  WILLIAMS  '74  has  retired 
from  the  Moss  Point  School  System  and 
is  currently  the  funeral  license  director 
For  Turner's  Gulf  Funeral  Service  in 
Pascagoula, 
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Scott  Pfaff,  a  teacher  at  Gulfport  High  School,  receives  $25,000  from 
Milken  Family  Foundation  co-founder  Michael  Milken,  left,  and  foundation 
chairman  Lowell  Milken,  right. 

Alumnus  Receives  $25,000 
Education  Award 

Scott  Pfaff  '92  was  presented  with  a  $25,000  Milken 
Educator  Award  during  a  ceremony  held  at  the  Sheraton 
Delfina  Hotel  in  Santa  Monica,  Calif.,  on  May  15.  The 
awards  ceremony  is  the  highlight  of  the  annual  Milken 
Educator  Forum  where  top  educators  and  education  reform 
leaders  come  together  to  develop  strategies  to  strengthen  the 
country's  K-12  school  system.  Pfaff  is  a  teacher  at  Gulfport 
High  School  and  is  one  of  only  54  K-12  teachers  in  the 
country  to  receive  the  Milken  Educator  Award  in  2010. 

Considered  the  "Oscars  of  Teaching,"  the  Milken 
Educator  Awards  have  quickly  become  the  nation's 
preeminent  teacher  recognition  program  since  the  first 
presentations  in  1987.  Presented  by  Teacher  Magazine, 
the  awards  have  honored  more  than  2,400  outstanding 
educators  with  $60  million  in  cash  rewards. 


Lula  Halfacre 


Alumna  Named  to  Orange  County 
Business  Women  of  the  Year  List 

Lula  Halfacre  74,  owner 
and  operator  of  Traditional 
Jewelers  in  Newport,  Calif., 
has  been  named  to  the  Orange 
County  Business  Journal's 
"Business  Women  of  the  Year" 
list.  The  Monticello  native  was 
honored  for  her  30  years  of 
success  in  the  jewelry  industry 
and  her  commitment  to 
community  outreach. 
Lula  and  her  husband,  Marion,  began  their  careers  in 
the  jewelry  industry  in  1975  with  the  opening  of  their  first 
store.  Several  years  later  the  Halfacres  opened  a  second 
store  in  Mississippi  and  sold  their  portion  of  the  stores  to 
move  to  Newport  Beach,  Calif.,  in  1979. 

Once  in  Newport,  the  Halfacres  purchased  another 
jewelry  store,  Traditional  Jewelers.  Today,  Traditional 
Jewelers  is  one  the  nation's  top  independent  fine  jewelers 
with  locations  in  Newport  and  Malibu. 

Despite  maintaining  two  successful  jewelry  stores, 
Halfacre  has  maintained  her  commitment  to  improving  her 
community.  She  is  a  member  of  several  civic  organizations 
including  the  Children's  Home  Society,  Newport  Mesa 
Assistance  League  and  Chariots  for  Champions.  Halfacre  is 
also  a  board  member  for  several  organizations  including  the 
Marconi  for  Kids  Foundation,  Chapman  University  Board 
of  Governors,  Mission  San  Juan  Capistrano  Foundation, 
California  Jewelers  Association,  the  Fashionable  Women  of 
Chapmen  and  the  Fashion  Island  Merchants  Association. 


MARK  CUMBEST  75  was 

elected  chairman  of  the 
Business  Advisory  Council 
of  the  College  of  Business. 
Cumbest,  the  broker  and 
owner  of  Cumbest  Realty 
Inc.,  has  served  on  numerous  commissions 
including  appointments  to  the  Mississippi 
Windstorm  Underwriting  Association  and 
the  Katrina  Recovery  Commission  from 
Governor  Haley  Barbour.  Cumbest  also 
served  on  the  USM  Foundation's  executive 
committee  and  serves  as  a  mentor  to  one 
of  the  University's  College  of  Business 
honors  students. 


SARAH  H.  FINNICUM  '76  has  retired 
after  33  years  of  working  for  the  U.S. 
Army.  Prior  to  her  retirement,  Finnicum 
was  the  assistant  deputy  chief  of  staff  for 
logistics.  Sarah  and  her  husband,  Bill, 
reside  in  Gautier. 

WILLIAM  F.  ABLES  '77  has  retired  from 
the  U.S.  Air  Force  and  is  the  RN  Director 
of  Nursing  for  the  Lakewood  Convalescent 
Home  in  Hot  Springs,  Ark. 

LYNN  D.  T1RRELL  '77  and  husband,  Terry, 
have  retired  and  are  resident  managers  of 
Sundown  Condominiums  in  Perdido  Key,  Fla. 


WILLIAM  T.  KELLY  '78 

was  elected  secretary  of 
the  Mississippi  Society 
of  Certified  Public 
Accountants  during 
the  organization's 
annual  convention  in 
Sandestin,  Fla.  He  will  also  serve  on  the 
organization's  executive  committee  and 
Board  of  Governors.  William  is  a  partner 
with  Nicholson  &  Company,  PLLC  in 
Hattiesburg  with  more  than  31  years  of 
public  accounting  experience. 
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Juanyce  Taylor 


Taylor  Chosen  to  Represent 
Mississippi  at  Women's 
Leadership  Conference 

Juanyce  Taylor  '95  has 
been  selected  as  one  of 
two  delegates  to  represent 
Mississippi  in  a  national 
^^^  ^^         project  to  advance  women's 

^^^M  ^P    leadership.  Vision  2020,  an 

initiative  of  the  Institute 
for  Women's  Health  and 
Leadership  at  Drexel 
University,  is  designed  to 
develop  and  launch  an  action 
agenda  regarding  gender  issues  nationwide. 

The  final  102  delegates,  representing  all  50  states, 
were  selected  from  a  pool  of  more  than  1,000  candidates 
based  on  their  commitment  to  helping  women  and  their 
willingness  to  mobilize  resources  to  bring  about  positive 
change  by  implementing  elements  of  Vision  2020's 
agenda.  Taylor  was  selected  due  to  her  outstanding  work 
as  director  for  diversity  assessment  and  programs  at  the 
University  of  Mississippi  Medical  Center  in  Jackson, 
where  she  oversees  research  initiatives  that  focus  on 
institutional  culture,  multicultural  programming,  cultural 
competency  and  training. 

Vision  2020:  An  American  Conservation  About 
Women  and  Leadership,  will  be  a  two-day  conference 
held  at  the  National  Constitution  Center  in  Philadelphia 
on  Oct.  21-22.  After  the  conference,  the  delegates  will 
serve  a  three-year  term  for  Vision  2020. 


Robert  Ingram 


Alumnus-Led  Economic  Development 
Alliance  Wins  National  Recognition 

The  Baldwin  County 
Economic  Development 
Alliance  has  been  chosen 
by  Site  Selection  magazine 
as  one  of  10  businesses 
in  its  2009  Top  Groups. 
The  organization,  led 
by  president  Robert 
Ingram  70,  was  presented 
with  the  honor  during 
the  Industrial  Asset 
Management  Council's 
awards  luncheon  held  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Co. 
The  alliance  was  chosen  for  its  development  of  effective 
economic  programs  and  coordinating  multiple  SI  million 
projects  that  were  responsible  for  creating  new  jobs. 
Baldwin  County,  Alabama's  largest  county,  consists  of  nine 
cities  and  five  towns  with  a  total  population  of  more  than 
170,000  citizens. 

The  local  economic  development  groups  chosen  for  the 
list  were  first  ranked  according  to  four  objective  categories: 
new  jobs,  new  jobs  per  10,000  residents,  new  investment 
amount  and  new  investment  per  10,000  residents.  They 
were  also  judged  on  more  subjective  attributes  such  as 
innovation,  leadership  and  customer  service. 

Site  Selection  magazine  is  a  leading  publication  in  the 
economic  development  industry  and  is  distributed  to  more 
than  44,000  executives  in  the  industry.  The  2009  Top 
Groups  list  was  published  in  the  May  2010  issue. 


PAUL  SCIANNA  78  has  been  promoted 
to  assistant  vice  president  of  sales  in  the 
Workforce  Development  Division  of  ACT. 
ACT  is  a  nonprofit  organization  that  provides 
an  array  of  assessments,  research,  information 
and  program  management  solutions  in 
the  areas  of  education  and  workforce 
development.  Prior  to  this  position,  Scianna 
served  as  executive  director  of  OneKC  Wired 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

STEVEN  LOTT  '79,  '84  retired  as  assistant 
principal  at  Bay  Springs  Middle  School 
after  serving  30  years  in  education. 


BRUCE  W.  MCKINNON  '79  has  been 
promoted  to  managing  broker  for 
Windermere  Real  Estate.  Bruce  is  also 
president  of  the  Snohomish  County 
Association  of  Realtors. 


1980s 


SEN.  CINDY 
HYDE-SMITH  '81 

was  presented 
whIi  the  Delta 
Council  Award 
during  a 
ceremony  held  at 


the  Bologna  Performing  Arts  Center  on  the 
Delta  State  University  campus.  Sen.  Hyde- 
Smith  was  honored  for  pushing  legislation  to 
promote  the  use  of  locally  raised  cat  fish  in 
Mississippi  restaurants. 


DONALD  E.  WALTER 

'81  has  retired  from 
the  USAF,  teaching 
and  ministering  and  is 
currently  writing  a  weekly 
column  for  the  Belzoni 
Banner  Walter  current!) 
resides  in  Dihvorth.  Minn. 
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"Embrace  Your  Destiny" 
Scott  Wimberly '89 
Brown  Books  Publishing,  2 
130  pages,  $15.95 


J  Scott  WlmbeHy 


To  submit  a  book  for  inclusion  in  Alumni  Authors,  please  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  with  the  title, 
author's  name  and  year  of  graduation,  cost,  page  count,  publisher  and  year  of  publication,  brief 
synopsis  of  the  book,  and  an  electronic  copy  of  the  cover  in  jpg,  tif  or  pdf  format  at  300  dpi. 

"Embrace  Your  Destiny"  experiences  of  pain  and  humor  to 

offer  encouragement  to  those  who 
are  struggling  with  cancer.  With 
Confronting  Cancer  with  Faith,"  the 
author  hopes  cancer  patients  and 
their  loved  ones  will  find  comfort  in  a 
renewed  faith  in  the  Lord. 

The  book  consists  of  a  unique  Bible 
study  that  offers  coping  techniques  and 
encouragement  with  spiritual  depth.  It 
is  designed  as  a  six-week  Bible  study 
with  five  lessons  per  week.  Each  lesson 
my  contains  a  theme  taken  from  a  Bible 

people  see  their  destiny  as  unattainable.         verse,  supplemental  verses,  exercises 
With  his  book,  he  hopes  to  inspire  and  questions  that  allow  for  more 

readers  to  discover  and  live  their  destiny.         in-depth  study.  Each  lesson  concludes 

Wimberly  guides  readers  through  with  a  meditative  thought  and 

a  six-step  journey  that  consists  of  life-  dedication  designed  to  spark  personal 

altering  decisions,  including  learning  introspection  about  life  and  faith, 

to  walk  in  forgiveness,  loving  yourself  Allen  is  a  certified  medical 

and  others,  living  with  integrity,  technologist  and  clinical  trials 

striving  for  excellence,  exercising  self-         administrator  at  the  University 
discipline  and  maintaining  humility.  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham's 

The  book  also  includes  Wimberly's  Comprehensive  Cancer  Center.  Allen 

personal  account  of  his  journey  to  has  also  co-authored  several  medical 

find  his  destiny  and  how  embracing  it         journal  articles, 
changed  his  life  for  the  better. 

Scott  Wimberly  is  the  founder  of  "The  Antechamber  of  Heaven:  A  History 

Scott  Wimberly,  LLC,  a  company  that         of  the  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly" 
provides  faith-based  life  coaching  Bill  Lowry  '52 

for  those  desiring  to  find  their  destiny.         Providence  House  Publishers,  2010 
Wimberly  earned  his  bachelor's  242  Pages,  $25 

degree  in  athletic  administration  and 
coaching  from  Southern  Miss.  "The  Antechamber       ~¥T\?v\i 

of  Heaven:  A  History 
"Confronting  Cancer  with  Faith"  of  Lake  Junaluska 

Karen  Allen  '82  Assembly,"  chronicles 

152  pages,  $18.99  the  many  events  th  " 

WinePress  Publishing,  2009  have  created  a  ric 

and  colorful  histor 
"Confronting  Lake  Junaluska.  The  L< 

Cancer  with  Faith"  is  Assembly  is  the  admini... 

the  story  of  Karen  headquarters  and  conference  center 

Allen's  personal  for  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  of  the 

journey  to  rediscover  United  Methodist  Church  located  in 

her  faith  while  battling        western  North  Carolina.  From  straining 
breast  cancer.  In  this  race  relations  and  coping  societal 

book,  Allen  uses  her  changes  to  the  threat  of  the  Assembly 


CONFRONTING 

CANCER 

W  IT  1 1 

FAlfH 


"Confronting 
Cancer  with  Faith"  is 
the  story  of  Karen 
Allen's  personal 
journey  to  rediscover 
her  faith  while  battling 
breast  cancer.  In  this 
book,  Allen  uses  her 


the  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  has  stood 
strong  and  remained  a  great  source  of 
strength  and  inspiration  for  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  since 
its  founding. 

Beginning  in  1899,  the  book 
traces  the  unique  100-year  history  of 
the  Assembly  that  includes  looming 
bankruptcy,  theological  differences 
among  members  of  the  denomination 
and  deteriorating  race  relations  among 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  other  Methodist  denominations. 
"The  Antechamber  of  Heaven"  also 
chronicles  the  Assembly  and  the 
Methodist  denomination's  struggle  to 
stay  relevant  in  an  ever-changing  society. 

The  book  particularly  focuses  on  a 
period  in  the  early  1900s  when  the 
United  Methodist  Church  began  the 
process  of  developing  Lake  Junaluska 
into  its  current  form.  From  the  beginning, 
Lowry  states  that  the  Assembly  was 
viewed  as  a  gathering  place  where 
members  can  receive  God's  word  and 
become  inspired  to  spread  His  word 
to  others.  From  its  humble  beginnings 
with  only  land,  a  lake  and  a  single 
auditorium,  Lake  Junaluska  has 
grown  exponentially,  including  a  fully 
developed  campus  with  hotels,  lodges, 
apartments  and  a  campground  that 
can  serve  more  than  2,000  people. 

Bill  Lowry  is  a  1952  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss  and  is  a  retired  military 
minister.  After  his  retirement,  he 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Heritage  Center, 
the  repository  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

he  Moving  Feast:  A  Cultural  History  of 
■  Jeritage  Foods  in  Southeast  Mississippi" 
Allan  Nation 

The  Stockman  GrassFarmer,  2010 
$25.60,  140  pages 

"The  Moving  Feast"  is  the 
continuation  of  a  highly  successful 
two-part  history  of  southern  food 
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ALIAN  NATION 


written  by  Southern 
Miss  alumnus  Allan 
Nation  in  2009. 
The  book  describes 
how  the  agricultura 
practices,  climate, 
land,  and  human 
culture  influenced  the 
southern  diet.  "The  Moving 
traces  the  history  of  southern  iwwu 
and  its  influence  on  other  areas  of 
the  United  States  during  our  country's 
expansion.  It  also  discusses  how 
salt,  ice,  railroads,  and  the  interstate 
highway  all  impacted  local  food 
production.  In  his  book,  Nation  also 
talks  about  farming's  tremendous 
impact  on  food  production  in  the 
South  during  the  1930s  and  1940s. 

The  book  also  provides  some 
insight  into  how  the  Indian,  European, 
African  and  Celtic  cultures  have 
greatly  influenced  southern  cuisine. 
In  this  section,  Nation  also  includes 
little  know  facts  about  southern  food 
that  include  how  fried  chicken  was 
derived  from  Celtic  and  African 
cultures,  and  how  cornbread  was 
created  in  the  South  because  of 
wheat's  inability  to  grow  in  humid 
climates.  He  even  mentions  how  Kiln, 
Miss,  supplied  the  whiskey  for  Al 
Capone's  Chicago  speakeasies. 

By  studying  the  successful 
practices  of  the  past,  Nation  shows 
how  we  can  create  a  healthier 
lifestyle  today.  In  a  vision  for 
the  future  he  presents  a  win-win 
production  model  of  cattle  grazing 
along  with  timber  management, 
and  he  shows  how  "old-fashioned" 
farming  and  foods  can  be  self- 
sustaining.  With  "The  Moving 
Feast,"  Nation  hopes  to  promote 
a  "Heritage  Food"  movement  in 
the  Deep  South  that  will  eventually 
spread  across  our  country. 

Nation  is  the  editor  of  The  Stockman 
Grass  Farmer,  the  country's  most 
prominent  magazine  on  grazing.  Since 
1947,  it  has  been  devoted  solely  to  the 


art  and  science  of  making  a  profit  from 
grassland  agriculture.  Allan  Nation  is 
also  the  author  of  eight  books  about 
different  aspects  of  agriculture. 

''Making  Camp:  Rhetorics  of 
Transgression  in  U.S.  Popular  Culture" 
Catherine  Waggoner  '85 
University  of  Alabama  Press,  2008 
200  pages,  $31.80 
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This  title  presents 
the  rhetorical  power 
of  camp  in  American 
popular  culture. 
"Making  Camp" 
examines  the  rhetoric      I 
and  conventions 
of  "campiness"  in 

contemporary  popular  culture  and  the 
way  it  is  used  in  mainstream  culture  to 
define  gender  and  sexuality. 

Over  the  decades,  due  to  its 
flamboyant  humor,  camp  has  become 
associated  with  homosexual  male 
culture  and  performance.  With 
"Making  Camp,"  Helene  Shugart  and 
Catherine  Waggoner  present  a  fresh 
perspective  on  camp  that  discusses 
its  new  evolution  in  challenging 
femininity  and  sexuality.  Through 
the  use  of  examples  Joan  Crawford, 
Wonder  Woman,  Marilyn  Monroe, 
Macy  Gray  and  Gwen  Stefani,  the 
author  presents  the  evolution  of 
female  camp  and  its  role  in  changing 
perceptions  of  femininity. 

In  "Making  Camp,"  the  author 
argues  that  today's  camp  strides  a 
thin  line  between  conformity  and 
female  empowerment.  While  it  still 
relies  on  the  old  concept  of  women 
as  sex  objects,  today's  camp  pushes 
the  envelope  by  incorporating  other 
concepts  such  as  intelligence  and 
strength  to  make  a  political  statement 
about  gender  in  America. 

In  essence,  the  book  is  the  result 
is  a  study  that  demonstrates  the 
prevalence  of  camp  as  a  historical 
and  evolving  phenomenon  in  popular 


culture,  its  role  as  a  site  for  the 
rupture  of  conventional  notions  of 
gender  and  sexuality,  and  how  camp 
is  configured  in  mainstream  culture  in 
ways  that  resist  its  being  reduced  to 
merely  a  style. 

Waggoner  is  a  professor  of 
English  at  Wittenberg  University  and 
the  recipient  of  the  Best  Book  Award 
from  the  National  Communication 
Association. 

"From  the  Back  of  the  Boat" 
Joe  Boardman,  Jr.  '53 
Trent's  Prints  &  Publishing,  2009 
152  pages,  $19.50 

In  "From  the  Back  of 
the  Boat,"  Joe  Boardman 
reminisces  about  his 
many  life  lessons 
learned  as  a  young 
man  growing  up  on 
the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  The  book  follows  Joe  through 
adolescence  into  adulthood  and 
includes  several  stories  that  entertain 
as  well  as  teach  important  lessons 
about  life  and  family. 

The  book  also  discusses 
Boardman's  experiences  as  a  student 
in  the  Army  ROTC  at  Southern  Miss 
and  as  a  military  policeman  in  the 
U.S.  Army.  The  last  part  of  the  book 
discusses  his  successful  venture  into 
business  ownership.  The  life  lessons 
written  throughout  this  book  are 
delivered  with  a  type  of  humor  that 
reflects  the  ease  and  comedy  of 
Southern  living. 

With  a  mix  of  humor  and  common 
sense,  "From  the  Back  of  the  Boat" 
provides  readers  with  a  unique 
perspective  on  Southern  living  that  is 
sure  to  delight  readers  of  all  ages. 

Joe  Boardman  is  a  native  of 
Gulfport  and  still  calls  the  area  home. 
He  graduated  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  with  a  degree  in 
business  and  served  as  president  of 
the  Alumni  Association  in  1986-87. 
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D.  DARLENE  STONEFIELD  '82  recently 
completed  her  master's  degree  in  nursing. 

VERNA  MOOS  '83,  '88  has  completed  37 
years  of  teaching  at  Pewitt  1SD  in  Omaha,  Texas. 

MARY  ANN  WIGINTON  '83,  '87  has 

become  a  local  preacher  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pass  Christian. 

DEBORAH  MORAN  '84  has  been  named 
superintendent  of  the  Walter  Valley  School 
District.  Her  professional  experience 
includes  teaching  elementary  school,  as 
well  as  several  administrative  positions 
including  assistant  principal  and  principal 
positions  in  Hancock  County  schools. 

MARIA  ERICKSON  '85  is  semi  retired 
as  an  RN  at  Ocean  Springs  Hospital  and 
enjoys  traveling  with  her  husband. 

JAMES  A.  BOYCE  '87  and  wife,  Carol, 
are  enjoying  retirement  and  recently 
celebrated  their  50th  wedding  anniversary 
on  July  17,2010. 

DOROTHY  R.  MCEWEN  '88  has  been 
promoted  to  facility  director  for  the  South 
Mississippi  Regional  Center.  Last  year,  she 
was  chosen  as  one  of  Mississippi's  Top  50 
Business  Women. 

DR.  JAMES  L.  ROUGEAU  '89  has  retired 
from  the  U.S.  Army  and  the  Louisiana 
School  System.  Rougeau  currrenly  lives  in 
Branson,  Mo.,  and  works  as  a  substitute 
teacher  in  the  Branson  public  schools. 


1990s 


LANCE  '90  and  KIRSTEN  ADAMS  '97 

were  married  on  Oct.  2,  2009. 

DOUGLAS  C.  SHOWS  '91,  '92  is  the 

latest  recipient  of  the  USM  Recreational 
Sports  Tom  Shoemaker  Allied  Association 
Alumnus  of  the  Year  Award.  Shows  is  a 
financial  planner/mediator  and  referees 
NCAA  men's  basketball.  Shows  lives  in 
Rome,  Ga.,  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 


DR.  THOMAS  B.  BAYLIS  '92  was 

inducted  as  a  Fellow  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Orthopaedic  Surgeons  during 
a  ceremony  held  at  the  Academy's  2010 
annual  meeting  last  March.  The  American 
Academy  of  Orthopaedic  Surgeons 
is  the  largest  medical  association  for 
musculoskeletal  specialists. 

The  dissertation  "Source-Message-Receiver 
in  Integrated  Marketing  Communication:  A 
Study  of  U.S.  Institutional  Advancement" 
written  by  SHAREE  BROUSSARD  '92,  '09, 

was  selected  as  the  Outstanding  Doctoral 
Dissertation  winner  for  the  2010  Council  For 
Advancement  and  Support  of  Education's 
Alice  L.  Beeman  Award  for  Outstanding 
Research  in  Communications  and  Marketing 
for  Educational  Advancement.  The  award 
includes  a  cash  prize  and  media  exposure 
in  CASE'S  Currents  magazine  and  monthly 
e-newsletter,  Briejcase. 

DOUG 
HIGGINBOTHAM 

?2,  pictured 
at  right,  was 
presented  with  the 
American  Hospital 
Association's 
Grassroots  Champion  Award  during  the 
associations  annual  membership  meeting 
held  in  April.  Higginbotham,  executive 
director  for  the  South  Central  Regional 
Medical  Center  in  Laurel,  was  honored  for 
his  role  in  shaping  health  care  policy.  The 
Grassroots  Champion  Award  was  created 
to  honor  leaders  who  most  effectively 
educate  elected  officials  on  how  major 
issues  affect  the  hospitals  vital  role  in  the 
community. 

KEITH  E.  ZENT  SR.  '92  has  retired  from 
the  Duval  School  System  and  is  an  adjunct 
instructor  at  Florida  State  College  in 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 


HEIDI  RIETH  '93,  '95  and 

husband,  Jason,  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Isabelle  Marin  Bush. 


PAUL  AVERY  '94  was  recently  named  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Isle 
of  Capri  Casino  Hotel  in  Kansas  City. 

DEXTER  CASTON  '94  has  been  promoted 
to  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  U.S.  Army. 

BELINDA  F.  COLE  '95,  '98  and  husband, 
Kenneth,  announce  the  birth  of  their 
sons,  Ian  Nicholas  and  Aiden  Michael 
Cole.  Belinda  is  a  public  health  officer  for 
the  United  States  Air  Force,  and  Kenneth 
practices  veterinary  medicine  for  the 
United  States  Army. 

WILLIAM  '95,  '00  and  CYNTHIA  INGLE 

'96  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Meredith  Liana. 

JENNIFER  MILES  '95  and  her  husband,  Chris, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Carter  Miles. 


COLLEEN  F.  RUDE  '95 

and  husband,  Roger, 
announce  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Tristan 
Charles  Rude. 


SHEENA  L.  WARREN  '95,  '96,  '98  recently 
completed  her  doctorate  in  education  from 
Argosy  University  in  Chicago.  She  is  married 
to  Bryant  C.  Warren. 

BEN  BRECHTEL  '97  has  opened  a 
restaurant,  Cafe  Noir,  in  Metairie,  La. 
His  wife,  NANCY  BRECHTEL  '98,  is  a 

graduate  of  the  Loyola  University  School 
of  Law  and  practices  civil  defense  law  with 
the  firm  Cotton,  Schmidt  &  Abbott,  LLP. 
The  Brechtels  reside  in  Mandeville,  La., 
with  their  two  sons,  Grady  and  Logan. 

DENNIS  HUTCHINSON  '97  and  wife, 
Pennie,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Aaron.  Aaron  was  welcomed  by  big  brother, 
Jacob,  and  sisters,  Kaitlyn  and  Emily. 

ROCKY  '97,  '98  and  COURTNEY 
WEILEMAN  '01  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Payne  Andrew  Weileman. 
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EMILIO  '98  and  ANNE  MAHIA  '01 

announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Emily  Anne  Mahia. 


CHRIS  MOORE 

'9  and 

wife,  Brooke, 
announce  the 
birth  of  their 
son,  Callan  Aodhan  Moore. 

ALLYSON  ROBINSON 

OURY '99  has  earned  the 
designation  of  Certified 
Public  Accountant  by 
passing  a  four-part 
exam  that  tested  her 
knowledge  in  accounting  and  attestation, 
business  environment  and  concepts,  financial 
accounting  and  reporting  and  regulation. 
Allyson,  her  husband,  Jason,  and  their  two 
sons,  Taylor  and  Nicholas,  reside  in  Crestview, 
Fla.  Allyson  is  employed  as  an  audit  manager 
in  the  Fort  Walton  Beach  office  of  Saltmarsh, 
Cleaveland  &  Gund,  a  regional  CPA  firm. 


2000s 


KRISTY  CERTAIN  '00  and  Gary  Mason 
were  married  on  Oct.  24,  2009. 

WILLIAM  GULLY  III  '00  recently 
earned  his  master's  degree  in  business 
administration  from  William  Carey 
University.  He  is  the  complex  personnel 
director  for  Peco  Foods  Inc. 

LUCY  SCHULTZE  '01  and 

husband  Robert,  of  Oxford, 
announce  the  June  15,  2010, 
birth  of  their  son,  Jacob 
Rhys  Schultze.  Welcoming 
the  baby  are  his  grandparents,  RANDY  '73 
and  KATHY  POPE  74,  and  Ann  and  Harold 
Schultze,  all  of  Hattiesburg;  and  his  great- 
grandparents,  MORAN  '44  and  YVONNE 
POPE '43  of  Hattiesburg. 

CHRIS  '02  and  JANA  CAUSEY  '02 

announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Katherine  Kay  Causey. 


00 
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For  some,  the  thought  or 
^^                 ^^B               writing  stories  for  a  newspaper  or 
Wf                 _J>V     ^B             magazine  may  seem  like  a  good 
1      ^ri    2^9b                    wav  °^  mQk'n9  a  livin9-  F°r  these 
A             B^^L.                       select  few,  the  idea  of  traveling 
I           ^^^S                           across  the  country  to  get  the  scoop 
■  lr      ^~2^5&*s     k™J           and  be  the  first  to  deliver  the  latest 
^L           news  presents  a  thrill  that  is  second 
■^            m;         ^M  ^k^    to  none  Thjs  js  especially  true  for 
^                         ^fl                     music  journalists  who  are  always 
^H                       jM                          on  the  hunt  for  the  next  big 
/  %  Wk^^,.                                  For  Carlton  Wade '98  the 

world  of  music  journalism  has 
3  the  fulfillment  of  a  lifelong  dream  of  showcasing  Southern  hip-hop  artists, 
e  past  1 0  years,  Wade  has  written  articles  and  feature  stories  for  several 
nusic  publications  including  The  Source,  XXL,  Scratch  and  Vibe.  During  this 
has  also  managed  to  interview  several  of  the  industry's  most  prominent  hip- 
ists  including  Triple  6  Mafia,  T.I.,  Lil'  Wayne  and  Rick  Ross, 
'ade  began  his  career  in  music  journalism  while  working  as  a  reporter 
Delta  Democrat  Times.  Wade  left  the  newspaper  and  became  the  lead 
tondent  for  Urban  Box  Networks,  an  Internet-based  guide  that  highlighted 
)  communities  in  the  nation's  most  prominent  cities.  In  2002,  Wade 
national  exposure  as  the  Southern  correspondent  and  editor  for  the  most 
r  hip-hop  publication,  Tfie  Source  magazine. 

>  the  Southern  correspondent  for  Trie  Source,  Wade  was  responsible  for 
:ing  the  nation  to  Southern  hip-hop  and  to  many  of  its  most  prominent  artists. 
was  also  responsible  for  writing  many  of  the  magazine's  cover  stories. 
2006,  Wade  left  The  Source  to  become  the  editor-in-chief  of  Grip 
ine,  a  short-lived  hip-hop  magazine  based  out  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 
day,  Wade  is  working  on  a  documentary  titled  "The  Takeover-What 
ow  About  The  Dirty  South."  The  documentary  will  discuss  the  history 
hern  hip-hop  by  tracing  its  roots  from  the  tribal  music  of  African  slaves, 
l  gospel  and  jazz,  to  today's  rhythm  and  blues  and  hip-hop  music. 
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STEFFANY  '02  and 
TIMOTHY  HUDSON  '02 

announce  the  birth  ol 
their  daughter,  Lorelei 
Marie.  She  was  welcomed 
by  big  brother  Zachary. 


SHELLY  '02  and 
JAMES  RUSSUM 

'03  announce 

the  birth  of  their 

second  son.  Garner  French  Russum.  Garner 

was  welcomed  by  big  brother.  Gaines. 


CHAD  '02  and  SHELLY 
LANGLEY  '02  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
k  Bellah  Mane  Langlev. 
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MICHAEL  F.  SMITH  '02 

has  been  awarded  a 
S4.400  literary  fellowship 
from  the  Mississippi  Arts 
PJV  -    Commission.  Smith  was 
B1BTL        awarded  the  fellowship 
based  on  a  submitted  novel  titled  "The 
Sons  of  Thunder." 
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MELANIE  J.  JACOBSEN  '03  and  husband, 
Dana,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Connor  Seth  Jacobsen.  Connor  was 
welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle  grandparents 
CHARLES  '72  and  CHERYL  JORDAN  '72 

JAMES  W.  KEEN  '03  and  Anya  Henry 
were  married  last  June  in  Vicksburg. 

DARRAL  NAIL  '03,  business  development 
manager  for  Gold  Coast  Commodities, 
was  featured  in  the  June  edition  of  the 
Mississippi  Business  Journal  for  his  work 
in  handling  the  grease  disposal  needs  of 
many  of  the  state's  most  popular  eateries. 


ROSS  PFAFF  '03  and  wife, 

Dana,  announce  the  birth 
of  their  son.  Chase  Bernard 
Pfaff.  Chase  was  welcomed 
by  big  sister  Addison. 


KEITH  WILSON  '04 

was  honored  as  the  2010 
Community  Volunteer 
of  the  Year  for  the  Biloxi- 
Edgewater  Civitan  Club 
during  its  27th  annual 
volunteer  recognition 
awards  banquet  held  on  April  21  at  the 
Donald  Snyder  Sr.  Community  Center.  Wilson 
was  recognized  for  his  work  as  chairman  of 
an  annual  special  needs  egg  hunt  with  Biloxi's 
parks  and  recreations  department  and  for 
raising  funds  for  the  March  of  Dimes  March 
for  Babies  in  Harrison  County. 

JOHN  '05,  '08  and  EMILY  FRIZZELL  '09, 

0  were  married  on  May  29,  2010.  John 
is  the  director  of  vocal  music  at  Bnarcrest 
Christian  School,  and  Emily  is  a  teacher 
in  the  DeSoto  County  School  system.  The 
couple  resides  in  Cordova,  Tenn. 

DR.  ROBERT  A.  MCTYRE  '05  was  recently 
granted  tenure  as  an  associate  professor 
of  music  and  theatre  at  Middle  Georgia 
College.  In  addition  to  teaching,  McTyre 
has  performed  in  several  local  theatrical 
productions  including  "The  Producers" 
and  "1776."  He  has  also  served  as  chair  of 


the  Board  of  Regents  Committee  on  Fine 
and  Applied  Arts. 

BILLY  STAGE  '05,  08  of 

Biloxi,  received  an  award 

from  Mississippi  College 

School  of  Law  during  its 

annual  Law  Day  Ceremony. 

Stage  was  the  recipient 

of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  County 

Board  Attorneys  Award,  given  to  a  student 

based  on  academic  achievement. 

DEBRA  L.  BRUMFIELD  '06  has  earned  her 
master  s  degree  in  administration  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 

BRIAN  '06  and  STEPHANIE  HUNT  '07 

announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Marie  Hamilton  Hunt. 

SARAH  C.  REESE  '06  of 

Ocean  Springs,  received 
an  award  from  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law 
during  its  annual  Law  Day 
Ceremony.  Reese  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 
Federal  Bar's  Robert  E.  Hauberg  Award, 
given  to  a  student  with  the  highest  average 
in  Constitutional  law. 

AMANDA  YOUNG  '06,  a  realtor  with 
Coldwell  Banker  Nell  Wyatt,  was  featured 
in  the  May  edition  of  the  Mississippi 
Business  journal  for  her  accomplishments 
in  the  real  estate  industry.  As  a  member 
of  the  Ridgeland  office,  she  was  named 
"Rookie  of  the  Year"  and  multi-million 
producer  during  her  first  year. 


BRANDON  '06  and 
JENNIFER  YOUNG 

'06  were  married  at 
the  St.  Louis  Cathedral 
in  New  Orleans. 
Jennifer  also  received 
her  law  degree  from 
the  Tulane  Law  School 
in  May. 


RYAN  BRUHL  '07  of 

Tylertown,  received  an  award 

from  Mississippi  College 

School  of  Law  during  its 

annual  Law  Day  Ceremony. 

Bruhl  was  the  recipient  of  the 

Frisby  Griffing  Marble  Scholarship,  given  to 

a  student  who  is  in  the  top  one-third  of  the 

class  who  shows  potential  for  outstanding 

service  to  legal  profession. 

ADRIAN  WESTBROOK 

'07  of  Brandon,  received 
an  award  from  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law 
during  its  annual  Law  Day 
Ceremony.  Westbrook  was  the  recipient  of 
the  Rankin  County  Bar  Scholarship,  given 
to  a  student  from  Rankin  County  area 
based  on  academic  achievement. 

CATHERINE  P.  LEADER  '08  and 

husband,  Shane,  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Mary  Catherine  Leader. 
Catherine  is  the  owner  of  C&S  Coast 
Cleaning  in  Gautier. 

CRYSTAL  MAGRUDER  '08  and  husband, 
David,  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Devan  Hayley. 

CAITLYN  SHEHAN  '08,  '09  recently 
joined  the  BKD  accounting  firm  as  part  of 
its  audit  staff  personnel. 

USA  WILLIAMS  '08  was  married  on  Feb  20 

JASON  JONES 

'09  was  selected 

as  one  of  three 

U.S.  fellows  of  the 

National  Science 

Foundation  to 

participate  in 

My  Community,  Our  Earth  programs  in 

Africa.  The  programs  support  biodiversity 

research  activities  designed  to  enhance  the 

lives  of  Africans.  As  a  DEVELOP  student 

intern  with  NASA,  Jones  worked  with  team 

members  to  compile  research  on  community 

concerns  such  as  coastal  erosion. 
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In  Memoriam 

KATHRYN  W.  FARMER  '34 

of  Columbia,  S.C,  died  June  12,  2010. 

EMILY  L.  WILLIAMSON  '37 

of  Leakesville  died  Feb.  26,  2010. 

MARY  M.  KYLE  '44 

of  Jackson  died  July  1,  2010. 

HILDA  G.  MCRANEY  '47 

of  Jackson  died  July  10,  2010. 

ROBERT  C.  CAMPBELL  '48,  '50 

of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  May  20,  2010. 

WINTHROP  D.  MCGRAW  '48 

of  Leland  died  April  16,  2010. 

LOUIS  D.  HALL  '49 

of  Diamondhead  died  July  10,  2010. 

CHESTER  B.  SANDERS  SR.  '50 

of  Vicksburg  died  May  10,  2010. 

HENRY  D.  GOODWIN  JR.  '51 

of  Fenton,  Mo.,  died  April  1,  2010. 

JOAN  D.  JACKSON  '51 

of  Kinder,  La.,  died  Aug.  14,  2009. 

HALLIE  H.  KEYES  '52 

of  Jackson  died  April  28,  2010. 

DENSON  C.  NAPIER  '52 

of  Jackson  died  May  9,  2010. 

JO  M.  STAJDEL  '52 

of  Gulfport  died  June  15,  2010. 

CHARLES  R.  BRENT  '53 

of  Hattiesburg  died  March  2,  2010. 

JOHN  CARTER  '53 

of  Jackson  died  April  28,  2010. 

MARIANNE  M.  COPES  '53 

of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  died  April  19,  2010. 

WALTER  M.  DENTON  '53 

of  Brooklyn  died  Aug.  18,  2009. 

LOIS  R.  LOPER  '53 

of  Ocean  Springs  died  May  7,  2010. 

ALVIN  H.  MILLER  '53 

of  Collins  has  died. 

ROGER  H.  SORENSON  '53 

of  Omaha,  Neb.,  died  Sept.  14,  2009. 

MILTON  F.  WHITE  SR.  '53 

of  Columbiana,  Ala.,  died  April  23,  2010. 

DR.  JAMES  C.  GRAHAM  '54 

of  Enterprise  died  Sept.  2,  2009. 

WALTER  JOSEPH  WERTHNER  '54 

of  Boca  Raton,  Fla,  died  Nov.  2009. 

JOHN  H.  CHRISTMAS  '55 

of  Jackson  died  April  27,  2010. 

IRA  C.  MCKEE  '55 

of  Arlington,  Texas,  died  Feb.  28,  2010. 

VIRGINIA  WILGUS  '55 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Oct.  5,  2009. 

ELISE  K.  CLARK  '57 

of  Lacombe,  La.,  died  June  3,  2010. 

HENRY  B.  LOGAN  '57 

of  Pass  Christian  died  April  14,  2010. 


JAMES  F.  COOK  '58 

oi  1  lattiesburg  died  April  5,  2010. 

CHARLES  K.  HENDERSON  '58 

of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  Nov.  25,  2009. 

DAVID  W.  GAY  SR.  '59 

of  Summit  died  April  24,  2010. 

DAVID  E.  GRAHAM  '59 

of  Jackson  died  July  4,  2010. 

MARY  C.  SAUCIER  '59 

of  Gulfport,  Ala.,  died  May  20,  2010. 

VIRGIL  STRAHAN  '59 

of  Orange,  Calif.,  died  in  June  2000. 

MARY  N.  COCKRELL  '60 

of  Mendenhall  died  Oct.  18,  2009. 

WILFRED  SPENCER  '60 

of  Decatur,  Ala.,  died  April  17,  2010. 

CARL  C.  LAWRENCE  '61 

of  Hattiesburg  died  July  10,  2010. 

SAM  STRICKLER  '62 

of  Hattiesburg  has  died. 

JAMES  WHIDDEN  '62 

of  Sebring,  Fla.,  has  died. 

JOHN  P.  BRECHTEL  '63 

of  New  Orleans,  La.,  died  July  7,  2010. 

EDWIN  R.  CARRUTH  '65 

of  Parkville,  Mo.,  died  June  25,  2010. 

MARTIN  J.  GENDRON  '65 

of  Gulfport  died  May  13,  2010. 

ELTON  A  DEVINE  '66 

of  Houston,  Texas,  died  June  24,  2010. 

WILLIAM  A.  BURNS  '69 

of  Woodworth,  La.,  died  April  22,  2010. 

JERRY  M.  HILL  '70 

of  Oneida  Nation,  Wis.,  died  June  29,  2010. 

QUENTICE  D.  BLACKWELL  '71 

died  Aug.  24,  2009. 

BILLY  G.  MINSHEW  '71 

of  Carthage  died  April  13,  2010. 

CLYDE  M.  SCOTT  '72 

of  Pelham,  Ala.,  died  June  21,  2010. 

MARTHA  F.  KASSIS  '73 

of  Biloxi  died  May  26,  2010. 

BILLY  MARTIN  '73 

of  Long  Beach  died  July  7,  2010. 

FLOYD  E.  RAYBORN  '73 

of  Baton  Rouge  died  May  23,  2010. 

WILLIAM  E.  CLOUD  '74 

of  Oxford  died  April  28,  2010. 

WILLIAM  O.  EIDSON  '74 

of  Lucedale  died  June  19,  2010. 

DR.  WILLIAM  LYDDON  '74 

of  Ocean  Springs  died  June  10,  2010 

ELVIN  WHITESIDE  '76 

ol  Tupelo  died  May  20,  2010 

HAYGOOD  SCHULTZ  '77 

of  Pascaeoula  died  May  1  1 ,  2010. 


DR.  KENNETH  L.  GOLDEN  '78 

of  Benton  died  March  16,  2010. 

JUDITH  A.  LEE  '79 

of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  died  Jan.  28,  2009. 

JEFFERSON  C.  MONK  JR.  '79,  '89 

of  Heidelberg  died  June  15,  2010. 

ALISON  R.  SMITH  '80 

of  Bay  St.  Louis  died  June  13,  2010. 

SUE  S.  LUCAS  '81 

of  Union  died  March  5,2010. 

KIMBERLY  C.  MCHENRY  '83 

of  Biloxi  died  Feb.  27,2010. 

THOMAS  E.  LANKFORD '84 

of  Sugar  Land,  Texas,  died  April  26,  2010. 

STANLEY  B.  DAVIS  '85 

of  Lawton,  Okla.,  died  April  10,  2010. 

ROBERT  F.  FLEMING  '85 

of  New  Orleans,  La.,  died  July  6,  2010. 

KIMBERLEY  JORDAN  '88 

of  Alexandria,  Va.,  died  June  29,  2010. 

RICHARD  H.  TUCKER  '88 

of  Rushville,  111.,  died  March  2,  2010. 

PATSY  K.  TURNER  '93 

of  Hammond,  La.,  died  April  28,  2010. 

MILLARD  HENLEY  III  '97 

of  Dallas,  Ga.,  died  June  6,  2010. 

QUENTIN  D.  JACKSON  '97 

of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  died  June  2,  2010. 

JEREMY  D.  ALEXANDER  '99 

of  New  Orleans,  La.,  died  May  2.  2010. 

PATRICK  D.  WALSH  '06 

of  Slidell,  La.,  died  Feb.  28,  2010. 

EVELYN  A.  HALE 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Dec.  19.  2009. 

GARY  H.  MCMAHAN 

ol  Hattiesburg  died  June  10,  2010. 

G.  O.  PARKER 

of  Magee  died  April  29,  2010. 

SHEPARD  H.  PATTON  SR. 

of  Biloxi  died  June  14.  2010 

ORMOND  G.  PRINGLE 

of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died  May  22,  2010. 

CAROLYN  W.  ROBERTS 

of  Jackson  died  May  2o.  2010. 

BETTY  SPENCER 

ol  Bay  St.  Louis  died  June  2r>.  2010 

HUBERT  THOMAS 

of  Hattiesburg  died  May  2°.  2010 

JOHN  T.  TINGLE  JR. 

of  Piano.  Texas,  died  April  4.  2010 

CLYDE  E.  TOWNSEND 

of  Mobile.  Ala.,  died  March  27,  2010. 

JOE  R.  WINSTEAD 

of  Hattiesburg  died  lune  13,  2010 


Fall  2010 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  C.A.R.D.  Program,  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant.  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 
Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 
Bourne  Brothers  Printing 
Brownstone's  LLC 
Caliente  Grille 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 
Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 
Comfort  Suites  * 
Command  Spanish,  Inc 


DCI  (Deepsouth  Custom  Ironwork,  LLC) 

Doherty's  Furniture 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs* 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 
Holiday  Inn  * 

Holiday  Inn  Express,  Lucedale 
Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 

J&L  Sales 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

King  Photography 

Kitchen  Table 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Que  Inn 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

Newk's  Express  Cafe* 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

O'Charley's* 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

Parris  Jewelers 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

Priceless  Rent-a-Car* 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

Signs  First  * 

Simmons  Furniture 

The  Sleep  Number  Store  by  Select  Comfort 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Southern  Interiors 

Southern  Oaks  Catering 
Southern  Oaks  Florist 

Southern  Oaks  House  and  Gardens 
Southland  Florists 
The  Spicy  Pickle 
Tall  Pines  Farm 
Tranquility  Day  Spa 

University  Florist 
Villie's  Suds 


50%  discount  on  first  month's  payment 

on  any  new  lease  agreement 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of  total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rote 

10%  off  rack  rote 

20%  discount  on  oline  language  courses  at 

www.commandspanishonline.com  when  applying 

USMAA20  promotional  code 

10%  discount  on  residential  work/furniture 

(up  to  $1,000) 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

10%  discount  on  all  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  Life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  rote 

15%  off  standard  room  rate 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  photography  excluding  senior  portraits 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

10%  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

5%  discount  on  rental 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

10%  discount  on  rental  cars,  trucks  and  passenger  vans 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

15%  discount  on  $outhem  Miss-related  signs 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Free  pillow  when  you  find  your  Sleep  Number  setting 

Free  20  oi  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  offl  or  #2  Burger 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

10%  discount  on  takeout  orders  (weddings  excluded) 

15%  discount  on  funeral,  hospital  and 

home  arrangements  (weddings  excluded) 

20%  discount  on  facility  and  room  rentals 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-carry  excluded) 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  gome  day  party  subs 


A  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 
discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase.  'Hattiesburg  locations  only. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


Bank  of  America 


Bank  Of  America- 
Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No- Annual-Fee 
MasterCard'^  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
1 .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


MARSH 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more 
information  or  to  order,  call  1 .866.BALFOUR 
and  ask  for  reference  code  23 15. 


Campus  Book  Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southern  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 

Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  family  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


Liberty 
Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


CpJri»)m//  & '  riii/ing  aii(/-z/rm>/)u), 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more 
information,  call  1.866.418.0320. 


'? 


Specially  Designed  Southern 
Miss  Degree  Frames 

Order  your  custom  Southern  Miss  diploma 
frame  and  preserve  your  achievement  for  a 
lifetime  with  Diploma  Display.  To  order,  visit 
www.diplomadisplay.com/usm. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


Answers  below  are  to  questions  asked  on  Page  13. 

1 .  Dr.  William  McCain,  the  institution's  fifth  president,  was 
in  office  in  1962,  when  Mississippi  Southern  College 
became  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

2.  College  Hall  served  several  purposes  in  1912,  when 
Mississippi  Normal  College  (now  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi)  opened  its  doors  to  students. 

3.  The  most  familiar  of  songs  to  Golden  Eagle  fans,  "Are 
you  from  Dixie?"  is  played  each  time  the  football 
team  kicks  an  extra  point. 

4.  The  Homecoming  Parade  was  first  held  in  1930. 

5.  The  Golden  Eagles  captured  the  National  Invitational 
Tournament  title  in  1987. 

How  did  you  score? 
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UOUDAY  ARTWALKwitusantaclaus 

Saturday,  December  11  ::  4  to  8  pm 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 
jK    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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,•"  -.ji.  ■-. 


ri 


,mp  % 


wxt*^ 


\ . 


&*■ 


Jfi£& 


*Or0 


IEA1LIE  E 


( 


EVERY  DOLLAR  RAISED  GOES  TO 
THE  UNIVERSITY  TO  COVER  THE 
COST  OF  SCHOLARSHIPS  FOR 
OVER  340  STUDENT-ATHLETES. 

THE  SCHOLARSHIPS  COSTS  ARE 
INCHING  TOWARD  $5  MILLION, 
AND  EVERY  JUNE  30  THE  EAGLE 
CLUB  TRANSFERS  ITS  FUNDS  TO 
THE  UNIVERSITY. 


MORE  THAN  70  PERCENT  OF  THE 
ATHLETES  ENTERING  SOUTHERN 
MISS  GRADUATE  HERE.  THIS  FAR 
EXCEEDS  THE  NATIONAL  AVERAGE. 

THOUGH  YOU  DO  RECEIVE  PARKING 
AND  SEATING  PRIORITY  BASED 
UPON  YOUR  DONATION  LEVEL, 
ALL  MONEY  DONATED 
GOES  TO  SCHOLARSHIPS. 


FOR  YOUR  CONTRIBUTION, 
THE  IRS  APPROVES  AN  80 
PERCENT  DEDUCTION  FOR 
YOUR  PERSONAL  TAXES. 

EAGLE  CLUB  LEVELS  RANGE  FROM 
$125  TO  $10,000  ANNUALLY,  AND 

ALL  LEVELS  RECEIVE  PARKING 
AND  TICKET  PRIORITY. 


ARE  YOU  A 

RECENT  GRADUATE? 

THEN  WE  HAVE  A  PROGRAM 
SPECIFICALLY  DESIGNED  FOR  YOU. 
JUST  ASK  ABOUT  OUR  RECENT 
GRADUATE  PROGRAM. 


TO  DONATE  TO  THE  „ 

EAGLE  CLUB  OR  PURCHASE 
SEASON  TICKETS,  CALL 


-800-844-TICK  orvisit  SouthernMiss 


